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PART I. 

It is now upwards of eighteen hundred 
years since the Lord Jesus Christ, address- 
ing His assembled disciples, said to them 
(Matthew xxviii. 18 — 20), "All power is 
given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go 
ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost ; teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you : and, lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world." 
After having waited in accordance with the 
command of their Divine Master, " the pro- 
mise of the Father," they went forth and 
preached the everlasting gospel. 
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One cannot contemplate the unhesitating 
manner in which the Apostles seem to have 
entered upon their ministry after the ascen- 
sion of the Saviour, without high admiration 
of their faith. They well knew the charac- 
ter of the world to which they were sent to 
preach. The Jews, that portion of it the 
most advanced in religious knoAvledge, had 
already crucified the author of Christianity, 
and set His religion at naught, while all 
other nations, civilized and barbarous, were 
simk in gross superstition and idolatry. 
Under such circumstances, it would have 
been by no means unnatural for the first 
preachers of the gospel to have asked, And 
have we no weapons with which to fight the 
battle against an opposing world, but the 
word of truth ? Why does not Christ es- 
tablish His religion by the sword ? Why 
not arm us as God did the Jewish lawgiver 
and priesthood with civil power, that we 
might at once put down with a high hand 
all opposition, and grant us authority to 
tythe the nations, and so render us and His 
religion at once influential and respectable 
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in the world ? It does not appear, how- 
ever, that they displayed any such misgiv- 
ings about the wisdom of the Eternal, and 
it is certain that He never famished them 
with any such means either of aggression 
or defence. His commission did not au- 
thorize them to compel either Jew or Pagan 
to comform, or even the reluctant among 
the faithful to contribute to the Cross. 
Thus had He spoken before His crucifixion, 
and his words still remain unrepealed — 
(Luke X. 3 — 12) " Go your ways : behold, 
I send you forth as lambs among wolves. 
Carry neither purse, nor scrip, nor shoes ; 
and salute no man by the way. And into 
whatsoever house ye enter, first say, Peace 
be to this house. And if the son of peace 
be there, your peace shall rest upon it : if 
not, it shall turn to you again. And in 
the same house remaiQ, eating and drinking 
such things as they give : for the labourer 
is worthy of his hire. Go not from house 
to house. And into whatsoever city ye 
enter, and they receive you, eat such things 
as are set before you : And heal the sick 
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that are therein ; and say unto them, The 
kingdom of God is come nigh unto you. 
But into whatsoever city ye enter, and 
they receive you not, go your ways out 
into the streets of the same, and say. Even 
the very dust of your city, which cleaveth 
on us, we do wipe off against you : not- 
withstanding, be ye sure of this, that the 
kingdom of God is come nigh unto you. 
But I say unto you. That it shall be more 
tolerable in that day for Sodom, than for 
that city." And we naturally ask. How 
did it fare with these men when thus most 
inadequately provided, as the world would 
suppose, for accomplishing the high end 
at which their Divine Master taught them 
to aim ? Did the sacraments of the gospel, 
simple and unpretending as they are, 
yield to the more imposing but abrogated 
ceremonial of Israel ; or did the Apostles 
of the Redeemer of a lost world, stand con- 
founded in the presence of the Augurs of 
the Heathen, and experience the mortifica- 
tion of seeing the Captain of Salvation 
retire before the superior power of the 
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Prince df Darkness ? No such thing : on 
the contrary, acting out the voluntary ar- 
rangements of its Divine Founder, the 
Christian Church never bated its conquests 
until it could count its votaries by millions, 
and reckon among its friends a large por- 
tion of the people of Western Asia and 
Africa, and of almost every coimtry of 
Europe. 

Nor did three centuries of change in a 
world undergoing constant revolution seem 
to exhaust the energy of the Church, or 
render at all inefficient those means of con- 
quest by which she had so distinguished 
herself among the nations. The workers 
of miracles had indeed passed from the 
stage — ^the Great Teacher of "justification 
by faith without the deeds of the law" — 
after toiling and nobly suffering in the ser- 
vice of the truth had retired from earth to 
" receive the crown of righteousness* laid 
up for him in heaven" — ^the GalUean fisher- 
men who wrote to " the strangers scattered 



* 2 Timothy, iv. 8. 
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throughout Pontus, Gralatia, Cappadocia, 
Asia, and Bithynia," had entered upon 
" the inheritance, incorruptible and unde- 
filed, and that fadeth not away"* — and the 
glorified spirit of the prisoner of Patmos 
had gone to see what the venerable disciple 
had beheld in vision on the shores of the 
Egean sea, "The great white throne and 
Him who sat upon it,"t and the myriads of 
angels who stand around that throne ; but, 
although these and all the other Apostles, 
and hundreds of early preachers had been 
withdrawn from the Church, her Urim and 
Thimimim were still with her ; the lively 
oracles which " make wise unto salvation'* 
she still possessed, and the promise of the 
Spirit to be with her to the end was with- 
out recall. 



* 1 Peter, i. 4. 



t Rev. XX. 11. 
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PART II. 

Peom that day of Pentecost which fol- 
lowed the ascension of the Redeemer down 
to the beginning of the fourth century, a 
period of little less than three hundred 
years, the polity of the Church in her rela- 
tion to the outward world continued exactly 
what Christ had appointed, and what His 
Apostles had practised. Every Christian 
society was maintained by the voluntary 
offerings of the faithful, just as Dissenting 
communities are now. They compelled no 
tythe and enforced no Church-rate. Such 
exactions during all that time were quite 
unknown to Christianity. In the year 328, 
however, the external polity of the Church 
underwent a great change. Then, for the 
first time, she became connected with the 
State — ^then the Roman Emperor brought 
the ancient mode of supportiug the gospel 
to an end — ^then origrnated the first Estab- 
lished Church, This historical fact startles 
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and surprises the vulgar mind, which 
ahnost everywhere imagines that the na- 
tional Church originated with Christ and 
His Apostles ; and the same mind having 
been carefully taught (for political and 
worldly ends) to beheve in the antiquity 
of the favoured sect, can hardly under- 
stand how it can be true that for nearly 
three hundred years from the ascension of 
the Redeemer, the churches of Judea, &c., 
in Asia, of Alexandria, &c., in Africa, and 
of Italy, Spain, Erance, &c., in Europe, 
were one and all of them sustained by 
what was voluntarily given — ^by what was 
contributed, without any compulsion or 
force, by the faithful. 

We believe it is universally admitted 
that the Church, at the commencement of 
the fourth century, was powerful in her 
external resources beyond all past prece- 
dent. It has even been hinted that so 
powerful was she, that Constantino's con- 
version was rather the conversion which 
we often see in politicians who yield to the 
stronger party, than the change which that 
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word is employed to describe by the eran- 
gelical of the nineteenth century. But 
while all admit, that under the Apostolic 
or voluntary principle the Church had 
grown externally powerful, different opi- 
nions are entertained about her state as 
respects soundness of doctrine and purity 
of morals. Some think that she was not 
so enlightened nor so pure hnmediately 
before her adoption by Constantino, as she 
had been in the days of the Apostles. This 
was the opinion of Mr. Milner, the cele- 
brated Ecclesiastical historian, a staunch 
jEidvocate of the innovations which Con- 
stantino made in the mode and means of 
supporting the Church, and a determined 
opponent of those who wish to go back to 
the ancient plan of supporting it — ^that laid 
down by Christ and practised by His Apos- 
tles. Thus he writes, Sistory of the Church 
of Christy edited by Dr. Milner, Dean of 
Carlisle, 3rd edition, vol. 2, p. 28. : — " I 
know it is common for authors to repre- 
sent the great declension of Christianity to 
have taken place only after its external 
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establishment under Constantine. But the 
evidence of history has compelled me to 
dissent from this view of things. In fact, 
we have seen that for a whole generation 
previous to the persecution, few marks of 
superior piety appeared. Scarce a lumi- 
nary of godUness existed, and it is not 
common in cmy age for a great work of the 
Spirit of God to be exhibited^ but wader the 
conduct of some remarkable Saints^ Fas- 
tors^ and Reformers. This whole periqd, 
as well as the whole scene of the persecu- 
tion, is very barren of such characters. 
Not but that many precious children of 
God suffered in much patience and charity, 
but those who suffered with very much of 
a different spirit found no pastor to dis- 
countenance their selfvvill and false zeal — 
a sure sign that the true spirit of martyr- 
dom was less pure than it had formerly 
been; moreover, the prevalence of super- 
stition on the one hand, and the decay of 
evangehcal knowledge on the other, are 
equally apparent. Christ crucified, justifi- 
cation purely by faith, and the effectual 
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influences of the Holy Ghost, together 
with humbling views of'W/n's total apos- 
tacy and corruption, these were ideas, at 
least, very faintly impressed at that day 
on Christian minds. It is vain to expect 
Christian faith to abound without Christian 
doctrine. Moral, and philosophical, and 
monastical instructions will not effect for 
men what is to be expected from evangeli- 
cal doctrine. And if the faith of Christ 
was so much declined (and its decayed 
state ought to be dated from about the 
year 270), we need not wonder that such 
scenes as Eusebius hints at, without any 
circumstantial details, took place in the 
Christian world. He observes, that pas- 
tors of churches were condemned to take 
care of camels and to feed the emperor's 
horses. Even he, who was far from seeiQg 
in a due light the cause of the declension 
of piety in their departure from the faith, 
was struck with the moral effects, and 
could not but revere the Divine justice, in 
giving unworthy ministers a punishment 
adapted to their crimes. He speaks also 
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of the ambitious spirit of many, in aspiring 
to the offices of tHi Church, — ^the ill-judged 
and imlawful ordinations, — ^the quarrels 
among confessors themselves, — and the 
contentions excited by young demagogues 
in the very relics of the persecuted Church, 
and the multiplied evils which their vices 
excited among Christians. How sadly 
must the Christian world have declined, 
which could thus conduct itself under the 
very rod of Divine vengeance ! Yet let not 
the infidel or profane world triumph. It 
was not Christianity, but the departure 
from it which brought on these evils ; and 
even in this low state of the Church there 
was much more moral virtue than could 
be found anywhere else ; and the charitable 
spirit of many in suffering showed that 
God had yet a Church upon earth. The 
reader is, however, prepared to conceive 
aright of the state of the Church when Con- 
stantino took it under his protection, and 
to judge how far a national establishment 
was beneficial or prejudicial to it in future. 
Of this he could scarcely judge with any 
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propriety, unless well irfBrmed of its pre- 
vious spiritual condition." 

Now, whether the Church, immediately 
before it became a carnal establishment, 
was more corrupt than had been the 
Church of Corinth, which allowed the fel- 
lowship of those who were guilty of incest* 
— or whether it was less enlightened than 
had been that of Thyatiraf, which allowed 
itself to be deceived and seduced by Jeze- 
bel, I shall not here inquire, but grant that 
it was — ^that it was as ignorant and vicious 
as Mr. Milner describes, a sincere and 
humble enquirer after truth, and one who 
believes it impossible at any time or under 
any circumstances to improve upon the 
dictates of the Son of God, may be excused, 
should he propose a question by no means 
unnatural, and ask. If a civil establishment 
is so befitting Christianity, does it not ap- 
pear unaccountable that its merits should 
have been entirely overlooked by Christ, 
and unappreciated by his Apostles, and 

*1 Corinthians, v. 1. f Revelations ii. 20. 
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altogether uiikiio||fii by the Church for a 
period of 300 years, and that it should have 
been first thought of by a novice in the 
faith (Emperor though he was), and first 
sanctioned by bishops and others of the 
fourth century, who, according to Mr. 
Milner, were the most ignorant and im- 
moral persons who, until then, had ever 
professed the Christian name? An im- 
partial and unprejudiced mind would 
never hesitate about replying that it is 
tmaccountable^ — ^that it does appear in- 
explicable that civil establishments of 
religion, if so worthy of the respect of 
mankind as some people affect to believe 
them, should, according to the admission 
of one of their staunch Mends, and a cler- 
gyman of the favoured sect, have no better 
or more creditable parentage than the 
ungodly generation of professors already 
noticed — a parentage which almost any 
man would blush to acknowledge for his 
own, even according to the flesh. Such an 
admission ought especially to appear con- 
clusive against State Churches to all who 
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think with Mr. Mibier, that "i^ is not 
common m any age for a great work of the 
Spirit of Ood to be exhibited but under the 
conduct of some remarkable Saints^ PaS' 
tors, and Reformers.''^ [See the quotation 
abeady made in page 11.] Nor is it un- 
natural to ask how the fruit of such a 
parentage demeaned itself as it swayed the 
temporal destiny of the Christian Church ? 
If those who founded the establishment 
were so bad and worthless, did their idea 
of a State connexion, when realized and 
brought into practice, improve the state of 
matters in the religious world? With 
"kings for its nursing fathers, and their 
queens for its nursing mothers," did the 
Church of Christ redeem itself from the 
disgrace which attached to those immoral 
and ignorant men, of whom it was (accord- 
ing to Mr. Milner) almost entirely com- 
posed in the beginning of the fourth 
century? Mosheim, Gibbon, Jones, and 
others, with Mr. Milner himself, all answer 
in one way. To them we refer those who 
are curious about the matter, and they wiU 
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see how corruption of every kind increased 
— ^how very soon the faithful began to shed 
blood in the name of religion, and for " the 
glory of Ood*' (as they impiously called it) 
— ^how persecution was practised by those 
who themselves had so long been oppressed 
— and how it continued for ages to be the 
leading characteristic of the Church — and 
how, at the end of three hundred years of 
State patronage and favour, we find the 
Bishop of Rome declaring himself Head of 
Christendom, assuming, in the year 606, 
the title of the Lord God the Pope, and 
the professors of the faith, almost without 
exception, responding to the imposition of 
the blasphemous usurper with a cordial 
Amen ! That history will help the reader 
to do what Mr. Milner speaks of in the 
lengthened quotation already given — [page 
11] — " to judge how fa/r a national esta- 
blishment was beneficial or prejudicial to 
it (the Chv/rch) after Constantine took it 
under his protection.''^ 

It is supposed by some, that the spirit of 
evil which we find so fully developed in the 
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Church in the beginning of the seventh 
century was entirely owing to its connexion 
with the State, just as it has been insinu- 
ated by Mr. Mibier, ttiat the alleged de- 
clension of religion at the end of the third 
and the beginning of the fourth century 
was owing to her never having had such 
connexion. Now, we think that, if instead 
of saying that the terrible spirit of evil 
which was rampant in the Church in the 
seventh century originated in her connexion 
with the State, we were to say, that that 
spirit is natural to the human mind, and 
that the connexion of the Church with the 
State removed all obstacles which stood in 
the way of its full development, we should 
speak more correctly. The fact is, the 
same spirit existed in the days of Christ 
and His Apostles. Did the men of the 
dark age, now under consideration, cherish 
exclusive ideas, and did they entertain 
high notions of their own superior fitness 
for serving the truth ? So did the disci- 
ples. Thus spake one, of whom we may 
perhaps ^ay, that he was the most amiable 
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of them all (Luke ix. 49), " Master, we saw 
one casting out devils in thy name ; and 
we forbad him, because he foUoweth not 
with us." "Were the men of the seventh 
century bloodthirsty and persecuting, and 
did they seek to consume whom they could 
not convert ? The disciples of Christ were 
the very same. Thus it is written (Luke 
ix. 51 — 56), " And it came to pass, when 
the time was come that he should be re- 
ceived up, he stedfastly set his face to go 
to Jerusalem, And sent messengers before 
his face : and they went, and entered into 
a village of the Samaritans, to make ready 
for him. And they ^d not receive him, 
because his face was as though he would 
go to Jerusalem. And when his disciples 
James and John saw this, they said. Lord, 
wilt thou that we command fire to come 
down from heaven, and consume them, 
even as Elias did ? But he turned and re- 
buked them, and said. Ye know not what 
manner of spirit ye are of. Por the Son 
of man is not come to destroy men's lives, 
but to save 
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It is evident, then, that the disciples 
of Christ were naturally as exclusive, 
ambitious, and persecuting, as were the 
professors of the seventh century. They 
were not, indeed, so injurious to the 
world, yet the difference was not ia them- 
selves, but origiaated in the different cir- 
cumstances by which they were overruled. 
When the disciples of Christ displayed 
their ambition, their exclusiveness, or their 
disposition to persecute, they were at once 
rebuked by the Saviour, and the gratifica- 
tion of the last of these was especially 
rendered impracticable by the voluntary 
character of the Christian Church ; but 
when the men of the seventh century dis- 
played the very same dispositions, they 
were encouraged in the indulgence of them 
by laws which Christ never made, and 
wliich gave the party in the ascendant 
full power to persecute all who opposed 
from without, or who were insubordinate 
withia the pale of their communion — a 
power which the Redeemer expressly re- 
fused to grant to any of His Apostles. 
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The connexioii of the Church with the 
State, then, while it must not be charged 
with giving men the bad dispositions 
which lead to persecution, must, never- 
theless, be held responsible for aU the 
gratification of them, judicially permitted 
from the death of their first victim down 
to the last who, in our own times, has 
been subjected to loss, as a citizen, for 
conscience sake. 

On reflecting on the past, and looking 
at the present, one cannot help wishing 
that Constantino, instead of granting im- 
munities and favours to any sect of reli- 
gionists, had proclaimed to the world that 
no man should suffer judicial loss for his 
religious opinions, — ^that every man should 
be at liberty to worship God as might seem 
best to himself, — ^that truth and error 
should have a clear field of action, — ^that 
" laissez faire^^ as respects all, should be 
the watchword of the Government through- 
out the Roman Empire. It is very easy 
to see what truth must have gained from 
such a course, he must have a lively ima- 
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gination who could tell what it possibly 
could have lost. It is especially clear, and 
must be universally admitted, that had 
Constantine and his successors, and the 
other rulers of the earth, adopted this 
course, blood judicially shed in the name 
of Christianity had been stiU unheard of. 
One stands confounded and appalled at the 
providence under whieh the adoption of an 
opposite course was permitted, and we 
feel compelled to retire from all further 
questioning about its toleration on the 
part of the Deity with the same feelings 
with which we humbly, yet painfully, re- 
flect on the permission of moral evil to 
enter at first the universe of God. 
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PART III. 

In the second epistle of Paul to the 
Thessalonians, the second chapter, and 
verses first to twelfth, he thus writes, 
"Now we beseech you, brethren, by the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by 
our gathering together unto him. That ye 
be not soon shaken in mind, or be trou- 
bled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor 
by letter as from us, as that the day of 
Christ is at hand. Let no man deceive 
you by any means : for that day shall not 
come^ except there come a falling away 
first, and that man of sin be revealed, the 
son of perdition ; Who opposeth and exalt- 
eth himself above all that is called God, 
or that is worshipped; so that he, as 
God, sitteth in the temple of God, shewing 
himself that he is God. Remember ye 
not, that, when I was yet with you, I 
told you these things? And now ye 
know what withholdeth, that he might be 
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revealed in his time. Por the mystery of 
iniqmty doth abeady work : only he who 
now letteth will let, until he be taken out 
of the way : And then shall that "Wicked 
be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume 
with the spirit of his mouth, and shall 
destroy with the brightness of his coming : 
Even him, whose coming is after the 
working of Satan, with all power, and 
signs, and lying wonders. And with all 
deceivableness of unrighteousness in them 
that perish; because they received not 
the love of the truth, that they might 
be saved. And for this cause God shall 
send them strong delusion, that they 
should believe a lie ; That they all might 
be damned who believed not the truth, 
but had pleasure in unrighteousness." It 
has been supposed that the mystery of 
iniquity is identical with Popery — ^that the 
thing which hindered its fiiU development 
in the time of the Apostles, or "that 
which withholdeth," was the relation in 
which the Church stood to the kings of 
the earth — and that the Apostle wished 
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especially to teach, that until the Pagan 
government of Rome was removed, it 
would be impossible for the spirit of evil, 
which was then in the Church, to have 
full manifestation. The history of the 
following ages seems to confirm the cor- 
rectness of this view. The Roman Pagan 
government was removed, and made way 
for one which not only did not oppose the 
Church, but favoured aU the ambitious 
schemes of those within its pale, who had 
cherished the evil spirit which we have 
already noticed as working in the days of 
the Apostles, and even of their Master; 
for, as we have already shewn, the con- 
nexion of the Church with the State began 
what was perfected in a.d. 606, in the 
almost complete triumph of the Roman 
Antichrist over the nations, and in the 
success of his impious assumptions of the 
titles and prerogatives of Jehovah.* 

* " The mystery of iniquity'* which had been se- 
cretly working since the very days of the Apostles (2 
Thessalonians, ii. 7), had, nevertheless, been subject to 
considerable control, so long as Paganism remained 
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From this time down to the end of the 
15th or beginning of the 16th century, 
Popish, or kindred darkness, prevailed in 
every established Church in the world. 

the established religion of the empire, and Christians 
were, consequently, compelled to bear their cross, by 
patiently suffering the hatred of the world, in confor- 
mity to the captain of their salvation : but no sooner 
was this impediment removed, by the establishment of 
Christianity under Constantine, than " the man of sin" 
— " the son of perdition" — ^bcgan to be manifest. Men 
were now found, professing themselves the disciples of 
the meek and lowly Jesus, yet walking after the course 
of this world, ''lovers of their ownselves, covetous, 
boasters, proud, blasphemous, traitors, heady, high- 
minded, lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God" — 
" ha^4ng a form of godliness, but denying the power 
thereof." And, as this state of things continued to 
increase in progressive enormity, until it ultimately 
brought forth that monstrous system of iniquity, de- 
nominated " Mystery, Babylon the Great, the Mother 
of Harlots and Abominations of the Earth," described 
by the prophetic pen as " the habitation of devils — the 
hold of every foul spirit — the cage of every unclean 
and hateful bird" — we may rest fiilly assured, that the 
sheep of Christ, those who heard his voice and followed 
his will, would see it their indispensable duty to sepa- 
rate themselves from such an impure communion, in 
obedience to the reiterated commands of God. — Jones* 
History of the JFaldenses, p. 205. 

C 
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While it is indeed true, that there were 
witnesses who, in a long succession, re- 
tained the faith, who never were con- 
nected with the State Churches of the 
earth; and while it is equally true, that 
within the pale of the Popedom and the 
Patriarchate, the established Churches of 
Asia, AMca, and Europe, at distant inter- 
vals, like the visits of angels, there ap- 
peared men of piety who seemed to rise 
above the general moral ruin ; yet it is a 
melancholy fact, that speaking generally 
of Christendom, its glory seemed to have 
departed for ever. [See Jones' History 
of the Waldemes^ p. 202 to the end of the 
volume.] 

It was in the midst of this darkness and 
gloom that Pope Julius died, one of the 
greatest monsters in crime that the world 
ever saw. He was succeeded by a man in 
many respects very different, but, never- 
theless, an uncompromising supporter of 
the power of the Church. This was the 
famous Leo X., a great patron of the 
friends of science and art, and a warm 
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and enthusiastic supporter of those who 
led the way in the revival of letters 
throughout Europe. This man had ac- 
quired a taste for almost every social 
luxury, and the demands which this made 
upon his resources gave rise to a practice 
which many, even in the dark age in 
which he lived, could aflford to smile in 
derision, and from which many others 
turned away in disgust. In order to re- 
plenish the exhausted resources of the 
Vatican, Leo ordered to be proclaimed 
those famous indulgences which granted 
the remission of all sins past, present, or 
future, however enormous theii' nature, to 
all who were rich enough to purchase 
them; and their publication was chiefly 
entrusted in Germany, to a Dominican, 
whose name was John Tetzel. This man 
was openly opposed by Martin Luther, an 
Austin Friar, and a professor in the TJni- 
versity of Wittenburgh, who, not content 
with denoimcing this hireling of Anti- 
christ, boldly assailed the Pontiff himself. 
What followed, aU the readers of the 
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Divine. The doctrine of transubstantia- 
tion, too, — ^that monstrous doctrine, which 
teaches that the bread and wine of the 
sacramental supper are the real body and 
blood of the Lord, and which all Protestants 
agreed in rejecting, was more particularly 
examined ; for the Reformers of the Zuin- 
gle school went farther than even the 
German professor, for while he and his 
followers cherished the notion that Christ 
was miraculously present in the elements, 
the Canon of Zurich, the forerunner of 
the eloquent and learned Calvin, in the 
Swiss Reformation, with many others, 
boldly declared them to be unchanged and 
unaltered plain bread and wine. This, and 
other opinions, led to a farther and still 
more extensive departure from Rome, and 
by and by many Churches were formed, 
called the Reformed, who did not pre- 
cisely agree with Luther, and who are 
not to be classed with the Lutheran 
Church. These prevailed chiefly in Swit- 
zerland, France, Holland, Scotland, &c.* 

* While the credit and authority of the Roman 
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We have been accustomed to look back 
to the Reformation as a kind of new start- 
ing point for the Church, and it has been 
by no means uncommon to invest the 
opinions of the men who led in that great 
moral revolution with an authority some-r 

Pontiff were thus upon the decline in Germany, they 
received a mortal wound in Switzerland, from Ulric 
Zuingle, a Canon of Zurich, whose extensive learning 
and uncommon sagacity were accompanied with the 
most heroic intrepidity and resolution. It must even 
be acknowledged, that this eminent man had perceived 
some rays of the truth before Luther came to an open 
rupture with the Church of Rome. He was, however, 
afterwards still further animated by the example, and 
instructed by the writings of the Saxon Reformer ; and 
thus his zeal for the good cause acquired new strength 
and vigour, for he not only explained the sacred writ- 
ings in his public discourses to the people, but also 
gave, in the year 1519, a signal proof of his courage, 
by opposing, with the greatest resolution and success, 
the ministry of a certain Italian Monk, named Ber- 
nardino Samson, who was carrying on, in Switzerland, 
the impious traffic of indulgences with the same impu- 
dence that Tetzel had done in Germany. This was 
the first remarkable event that prepared the way for 
the Reformation among the Helvetic Cantons. In 
process of time, Zuingle pursued with steadiness and 
resolution the design which he had begun with such 
courage and success. His noble efforts were seconded 
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what akin to that which we willingly 
admit when claimed by the inspiration of 
St. Peter or St. Paul. We should be very 
cautious, however, in guarding the feelings 
by which we are led in such a direction. 
We should remember, after all, that the 

by some other learned men, educated in Germany, who 
became his colleagues and the companions of his 
labours, and who, jointly with him, succeeded so far 
in removing the credulity of a deluded people, that 
the Pope's supremacy was rejected and denied in the 
greatest part of Switzerland. — ^Mosheim, vol. iv., p. 48. 

While the efforts of Luther towards the Reformation 
of the Church were crowned with growing success, and 
almost all the nations seemed disposed to open their 
eyes upon the light, two unhappy occurrences— one of 
a foreign, and the other of a domestic nature — contri- 
buted greatly to retard the progress of this salutary 
and glorious work. The domestic or internal incident 
was a controversy concerning the manner in which the 
body and blood of Christ were present in the Eucha- 
rist, that arose among those whom the Pope had 
publicly excluded from the commimion of the Church, 
and unhappily produced among the friends of the good 
cause the most deplorable animosities and di^asions. 
Luther and his followers, though they had rejected the 
monstrous doctrine of the Church of Rome, with re- 
spect to transubstantiation, or the change of the bread 
and wine into the body and blood of Christ, were, 
nevertheless, of opinion, that the partakers of the 
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Reformers were but fallible men, having 
nothing to guide them but what was 
common to them with all believers — ^the 
Word and the Holy Spirit; and we be- 
lieve, that if they were to return to the 

Lord's Supper received, with the bread and wine, the 
real body and blood of Christ : this, in their judgment, 
was a mystery which they did not pretend to explain. 
Carlostadt, who was Luther's colleague, understood the 
matter otherwise ; and his doctrine, which was after- 
wards illustrated and confirmed by Zuingle with much 
more ingenuity than he had proposed it, amoimted to 
this : " That the body and blood of Christ were not 
really present in the Eucharist ; and that the bread 
and wine were no more than external signs or symbols, 
designed to excite in the minds of Christians the re- 
membrance of the sufferings and death of the Divine 
Saviour, and of the benefits which arise from it." 
This opinion was embraced by all the friends of the 
Reformation in Switzerland, and by a considerable 
number of its votaries in Germany. On the other 
hand, Luther maintained his doctrine, in relation to 
this point, with the utmost obstinacy; and hence 
arose, in the year 1524, a tedious and vehement con- 
troversy which, notwithstanding the zealous endea- 
vours that were used to reconcile the contending 
parties, terminated, at length, in a mischievous di^d- 
sion between those who had embarked together in the 
sacred cause of religion and liberty. — ^Mosheim, vol. 
iv., p. 63. 
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earth now, they would not think us less 
worthy of the name in which we hoast, as 
Protestants, were we to teU them, that we 
should foUow them only in as far as they 
themselves honoured and submitted to the 
Bible. Great as these men were, there 
had been greater and sounder men still in 
the visible Church, who, in a long succes- 
sion, had testified against the Babylonian 
harlotry, and who had maintained the 
faith before the movements of either the 
Lutherans or Reformed had begun. The 
intelligent reader need not be told that we 
refer to the inhabitants of the valleys, 
who, from primitive times, had retained 
the faith, and who stood aloof, age after 
age, from the Roman Communion; and 
without the aid of "Idngs for nursing 
fathers, or queens for nursing mothers," pre- 
served pure and undefilcd religion among 
themselves, while aUthe State-paid churches 
of Christendom had gone astray with the 
Popish apostacy. Some who call them- 
selves Protestants talk of an Apostolical 
succession ; here is a succession the oldest. 
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the purest, and the best in Christendom — 
a succession of the votaries, not of empty 
forms that gratify or amuse the senti- 
mental, impose upon the weak, and dis- 
gust and insult the understanding of 
enlightened men, but of truths maintained ' 
by the internal power which the gospel 
always possesses when wielded by the liv- 
ing spirit of the living God. All honour 
to Luther, Zuingle, Calvin, and their 
colleagues X and followers, but surely as 
much, if not more, be to the heroes who 
maintained the fight before any of them 
were bom. 

There is a peculiarity which distin- 
guishes the Waldensian Church from the 
Churches which formally grew out (£ the 
Reformation, and it is this, that they 
never courted State connexion. This dis- 
tinguishing peculiarity can so far be 
accoimted for : the former began their 
course in the school of the Apostles, to 
which they perseveringly adhered ; the 
latter theirs in the schools of Constantine 
and Rome, — the former learnt of Christ, 
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the latter of the Pontiffs, — ^the former 
were cradled amidst the light of the Bible, 
and held fast by that light; the latter 
were bom amidst the darkness of the mys- 
tical Babylon. 

We do not wish (by the preceding re- 
marks) to undervalue the E/cformers; we 
only wish to state what they were, and 
how they came to be what they were. 
The wonder is not that they had not more 
light; the wonder rather is, that they 
possessed so much. We do not under- 
value their knowledge, nor their opinions 
now sanctified in the popular mind by an 
antiquity of three himdred years, we only 
value more the superior light of other 
holy and self-denying men, some of whom 
lived (as we have already said) himdreds 
of years before any of the Reformers were 
bom. 

The observations now made, and partial 
digression indulged in, seem to be neces- 
sary to explain how it came to pass that 
men who taught that the Bible is the only 
rule of faith and manners, — that what it 
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requires of us we must perform, — that 
what it forbids we must avoid, — that to 
hind upon men tohat the Bible ha^ not 
hound, is an impious usurpation of the 
prerogatives of the Deity ; and who, on the 
ground of their adherence to these princi- 
ples, rejected tradition and its endless 
absurdities, did not also plead for the 
separation of Church and State. 

A Protestant State Church seems a 
contradiction to all the inferences which 
we naturally deduce from the principles of 
the Reformers. They might have argued, 
If the Pope has no right to make laws for 
the faithful, neither has a Convocation, or 
a Synod, a consistory or a congregation, 
although sanctioned and aided in their 
doings by a republic, a parliament, or a 
king. But this they did not do. Each 
party, as it gained power, aimed at be- 
coming the established sect. Thus the 
Presbyterian Church was constituted the 
established of Scotland, Holland, Geneva, 
&c. ; the Lutheran that of Saxony, &c., 
&c. ; the Episcopalian, the child of Henry 
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VIII. (of pious and holy memory!) of 
England^ 

Whilst one sect of Protestants or ano- 
ther became the established Church to 
the exclusion of all other religious parties 
in the countries referred to ; in France, 
the Reformed, though strong in numbers, 
never obtained such an ascendency. There, 
however, they were not only tolerated, but 
had great civil privileges. They were pro- 
tected in their worship; their ministers 
possessed a variety of immunities, and 
they had several towns assigned them as 
peculiarly their own. They did not, how- 
ever, obtain these privileges or hold them 
long without suffering dreadfully at the 
hands of the Popish rulers of that king- 
dom. No schemes which infernal malice 
could suggest were left untried to put 
down the Huguenots. Among these 
stands pre-eminent in atrocity and vil- 
lany the massacre of St. Bartholemew, in 
1572. Thus writes Mr. Hume, p. 481 : — 
"The better to blind the jealous Hu- 
guenots, and draw their leaders into the 
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snare prepared for them, Charles offered 
his sister Margaret in marriage to the 
Prince of Navarre ; and the admiral, with 
all the considerable nobility of the party, 
had come to Paris, in order to assist at the 
celebration of these nuptials, which it was 
hoped would finally, if not compose the 
differences, at least appease the bloody 
animosity of the two reh'gions. The 
Queen of Navarre was poisoned by orders 
from the court; the admiral was dan- 
gerously wounded by an assassin : yet 
Charles, redoubUng his dissimulation, was 
still able to retain the Huguenots in their 
security, till on the evening of St. Bar- 
tholomew (24th August, 1572), a few days 
after the marriage, the signal was given 
for a general massacre of those religionists, 
and the king himself, in person, led the 
way to these assassinations. The hatred 
long entertained by the Parisians against 
the Protestants made them second, with- 
out any preparation, the fury of the court ; 
and persons of every condition, age, and 
sex, suspected of any propensity to that 
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religion, were involved in an undistin- 
guished ruin. The admiral, his son-in-law, 
Teligni, Soubine, Bochefoucault, Pardail- 
lon, Piles, and Lavardin, men who, during 
the late wars, had signalized themselves 
by thq. most heroic actions, were miserably 
butchered without resistance : the streets of 
Paris flowed with blood ; and the people, 
more enraged than satiated with their 
cruelty, as if repining that death had 
saved the victims from further insult, ex- 
ercised on their dead bodies all the rage 
of the most licentious brutality. About 
five hundred gentlemen and men of rank 
perished in this massacre, and near ten 
thousand of inferior condition. Orders 
were instantly despatched to all the pro- 
vinces for a like general execution of the 
Protestants; and in Rouen, Lyons, and 
many other cities, the people emulated the 
fury of the capital. Even the murder of 
the King of Navarre, and Prince of Conde, 
had been proposed by the Duke of Guise ; 
but Charles, softened by the amiable man- 
ners of the King of Navarre, and hoping 
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that these young princes might easily be 
converted to the Catholic faith, determined 
to spare their lives, though he obliged 
them to purchase their safety by a seem- 
ing change of their religion. 

" Charles, in order to cover this barba- 
rous perfidy, pretended that a conspiracy 
of the Huguenots to seize his person had 
been suddenly detected, and that he had 
been necessitated, for his own defence, to 
proceed to this severity against them. He 
sent orders to Fenelon, his ambassador in 
England, to ask an audience, and to give 
Elizabeth this account of the late transac- 
tion. That minister, a man of probity, 
abhorred the treachery and cruelty of his 
court, and even scrupled not to declare, 
that he was now ashamed to bear the 
name of Erenchman, yet he was obHged 
to obey his orders, and make use of the 
apology which had been prescribed to him. 
He met with that reception from aU the 
courtiers which, he knew, the conduct of 
his master had so weU merited. Nothing 
could be more awful and affecting than 
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the solemnity of his audience. A melan- 
choly sorrow sat on every face ; silence, as 
in the dead of night, reigned through 
all the chamhers of the royal apartment ; 
the courtiers and ladies, clad in deep 
mourning, were ranged on each side, and 
allowed him to pass without affording 
him one salute or favourahle look, till he 
was admitted to the queen herself. That 
princess received him with a more easy, 
if not a more gracious countenance, and 
heard his apology without discovering any 
visible symptoms of indignation. She then 
told him, that though on the first rumour 
of this dreadful intelligence she had been 
astonished that so many brave men and 
loyal subjects, who rested secure on the 
faith of their sovereign, should have been 
suddenly butchered in so barbarous a 
manner, she had hitherto suspended her 
judgment tUl further and more certain 
information should be brought her; that 
the account which he had given, even if 
founded on no mistake or bad information, 
though it might alleviate, would by no 
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means remove the blame of the king's 
counsellors, or justify the strange irregu- 
larity of their proceedings ; that the same 
force which, without resistance, had mas- 
sacred so many defenceless men, could 
easily have secured their persons, and have 
reserved them for a trial and for punish- 
ment by a legal sentence, which would 
have distinguished the innocent from the 
guilty; that the admiral, in particular, 
being dangerously wounded and environed 
by the guards of the king, on whose pro- 
tection he seemed entirely to rely, had no 
means of escape, and might surely, before 
his death, have been convicted of the 
crimes imputed to him ; that it was more 
worthy of a sovereign to reserve in his 
own hands the sword of justice than to 
commit it to bloody murderers, who, being 
the declared and mortal enemies of the 
persons accused, employed it without 
mercy and without distinction; that if 
these sentiments were just, even supposing 
the conspiracy of the Protestants to be 
real, how much more so if that crime 
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was a calumny of their enemies, invented 
for their destruction? That if, upon 
enquiry, the innocence of these unhappy 
victims should afterwards appear, it was 
the king's duty to turn his vengeance on 
their defamers, who had thus cruelly 
abused his confidence, had murdered so 
many of his brave subjects, and had done 
what in them lay, to cover him with ever- 
lasting dishonour ; and that, for her part, 
she should form her judgment of his 
intentions by his subsequent conduct ; and 
in the meantime should act as desired by 
the ambassador, and rather pity than 
blame his master for the extremities to 
which he had been carried." 

This terrible massacre was followed by 
a series of other persecutions, resulting 
in dreadful wars, which raged in France 
for many years, in which the reigning 
Sovereign and the successors of the 
Apostles (as they ridiculously called them- 
selves) aimed at nothing less than the 
complete extermination of the Protestants, 
Thus writes Dr. Mosheim, iv. vol., p. 
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367— 369 Those among the French, 
who first renounced the jurisdiction and 
doctrine of the Church of Rome, are com- 
monly called Lutherans, by the writers of 
these early times. This denomination, 
joined to other circumstances, induced 
some to imagine that these Trench con- 
verts to the Protestant cause were attached 
to the tenets of the Lutheran Church, and 
averse to those of the Swiss doctors. But * 
this is by no means a just representation 
of the matter. It appears much more 
probable, that the first French Protestants 
were uniform in nothing but their antipa- 
thy to the Church of Rome, and that this 
point being excepted, there was a great 
variety in their religious sentiments. It 
is, however, to be observed, that the vici- 
nity of Geneva, Lausaune, and other cities 
which had adopted the doctrine of Calvin, 
together with the incredible zeal of this 
eminent man, and his two colleagues, Pa- 
rel and Beza, in nourishing the opposition 
to the Church of Rome, and augmenting 
both the indignation and number of its 
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enemies, produced a very remarkable effect 
upon the Erench Churches; for, before 
the middle of this century (the sixteenth) 
they all entered into the bonds of fraternal 
communion with the Church of Geneva. 
The Trench Protestants were called by 
their enemies Huguenots, by way of deri- 
sion and contempt ; the origin, however, of 
this denomination is extremely uncertain. 
Their fate was severe ; the storms of per- 
secution assailed them with imparalleled 
fury; and though many princes of the 
royal blood, and the flower of the nobiKty, 
adopted their sentiments, and stood forth 
in their cause, no other part of the Re- 
formed Church suffered so grievously as 
they did for the sake of religion. Even 
the peace which they obtained from Henry 
III., in the year 1576, was the source 
of that civU war, in which the powerful 
and ambitioi;is house of Guise, instigated 
by the sanguinary suggestions of the 
Roman Pontiffs, aimed at nothing less 
than the extirpation of the royal family, 
and the utter ruin of the Protestaat 
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religion; while the Huguenots, on the 
other hand, headed hy leaders of the most 
heroic valour and the most illustrious 
rank, combated for their religion and for 
their sovereigns with various success. 
These dreadful commotions, in which both 
the contending parties committed such 
deeds as are yet (and always will be) 
remembered with horror, were at length 
calmed by the fortitude and prudence of 
Henry IV. This monarch, indeed, sacri- 
ficed the dictates of conscience to the 
suggestions of policy ; and, imagining that 
his government could have no stable or 
solid foundation as long as he persisted in 
disowning the authority and jurisdiction 
of Rome, he renoimced the Reformed 
religion, and made a solemn and public 
profession of Popery. Perceiving, how- 
ever, on the other hand, that it was not 
possible to extu'pate or suppress entirely 
the Protestant religion, he granted to its 
professors, by the famous edict promul- 
gated at Nantes in the year 1598, the 
liberty of serving God according to their 
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consciences, and a full security for the 
enjoyment of their civil rights and privi- 
leges, without persecution or molestation 
from any quarter/' 

TJnder shelter of this famous edict, the 
French Protestants lived secure for a time, 
but only for a time. Dr. Mosheim writes 
thus, vol. v., p. 350—355 :— " Of all the 
calamities that tended to diminish the 
influence and eclipse the lustre of the Re- 
formed Church, none proved more dismal 
in its circumstances, and more imhappy 
in its effects, than the deplorable fate of 
that Church in France. From the time 
of the accession of Henry IV. to the 
throne of that kingdom, the Reformed 
Church had acquired the form of a body- 
politic. Its members were endowed with 
considerable privileges; they were also 
secured against insults of every kind by a 
solemn edict, and were possessed of several 
fortified places, particularly the strong city 
of Rochelle, in which, to render their 
security stiU more complete, they were 
permitted to have their own garrisons. 
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This body-politic was not, indeed, always 
under the influence and direction of 
leaders eminent for their prudence, or 
distinguished by their permanent attach- 
ment to the interests of the Crown, and 
the person of the Sovereign. Truth and 
candour oblige us to acknowledge, that 
the Reformed conducted themselves, on 
some occasions, in a manner inconsistent 
with the demands of a regular subordina- 
tion. Sometimes, amidst the broils and 
tumults of faction, they joined the parties 
that opposed the government; at others, 
they took important steps without the 
king's approbation or consent ; they even 
went so far as to solicit, more than 
once, without so much as disguising their 
measures, the alliance and friendship of 
England and Holland, and formed views 
which, at least in appearance, were 
scarcely consistent with the tranquility 
of the kingdom, or with a proper respect 
for the authority of its monarch. Hence, 
contests arose in the year 1621, and sub- 
sisted long between Louis XIII. and his 
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Protestant subjects ; and these civil broils 
furnished a pretence for the severe and 
despotic maxim of Richelieu, the first 
minister of that monarch, — that the king- 
dom of France could never enjoy the 
sweets of peace, or the satisfaction that 
was founded upon the assurance of public 
safety, before the Protestants were deprived 
of their towns and strongholds, and before 
then* rights and privileges, together with 
their ecclesiastical polity, were crushed 
to pieces and totally suppressed. This 
haughty minister, after many violent 
efforts and hard struggles, at length ob- 
tained his purpose; for, in the year 
1628, Rochelle, the chief bulwark of the 
Reformed interest in Prance, was taken, 
after a long and difficult siege, and annexed 
to the Crown. Prom this fatal event, the 
Reformed party in Prance, defenceless and 
naked, dates its decline; since, after the 
reduction of their chief city, these Protest- 
ants had no other resource than the pure 
clemency and generosity of their Sove- 
reign. Those who judge of the reduction 

E 



52 INTRODUCTOBY ESSAY. 



of this place by the maxims of civil po- 
licy, consider the conduct of the French 
court as entirely consistent with the prin- 
ciples both of wisdom and justice ; since 
nothing can be more detrimental to the 
tranquility and safety of the nation than 
a body politic erected in its bosom, inde- 
pendent of the supreme authority of the 
State, and secm^ed against its influence or 
inspection by an external force. And if 
the French monarch, satisfied with depriv- 
ing the Protestants of their strongholds, 
had continued to maintain them in the 
possession of that liberty of conscience, 
and that free exercise of their religion, for 
which they had shed so much blood, and 
to the enjoyment of which their eminent 
services to the house of Bourbon had given 
them such a fair and illustrious claim, it 
is highly probable that they would have 
borne with patience this infraction of their 
privileges, and the loss of that liberty 
which had been confirmed to them by the 
most solemn edicts. 

*^But the court of France, and the 
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despotic views of its minister, were not 
satisfied with this success. Having de- 
stroyed that form of civil polity which 
had been annexed to the Reformed Church 
as a security for the maintenance of its 
religious privileges, and was afterwards 
considered as detrimental to the supreme 
authority of the State, they proceeded still 
further, and, regardless of the royal faith 
confinned by the most solemn declarations, 
perfidiously invaded those privileges of the 
Church that were merely of a spiritual and 
religious nature. At first, the court, and 
the ministers of its tyranny, put in practice 
aU the arts of insinuation and persuasion, 
in order to gain over the heads of the 
Reformed Church, and the more learned 
and celebrated ministers of that commu- 
nion. Pathetic exhortations and alluring 
promises were tried ; artful interpretations 
of those doctrines of Popery that were 
most disagreeable to the Protestants were 
brought forward ; in a word, every insid- 
ious method was employed to conquer 
their aversion to the Church of Rome. 
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RicheKeu exhausted all the resources of 
dexterity and artifice, and put into execu- 
tion, with the most industrious assiduity, 
all the means that he thought the most 
adapted to seduce the Protestants into the 
Romish communion. "When all these 
stratagems were observed to produce little 
or no eflfect, barbarity and violence were 
employed to extirpate and destroy a set 
of men whom mean perfidy could not 
seduce, and whom weak arguments were 
insufficient to convince. The most inhu- 
man laws that the blind rage of bigotry 
could dictate, — the most oppressive mea- 
sm^es that the ingenious efforts of malice 
could invent, were put in execution to 
damp the courage of a party become 
odious by their resolute adherence to the 
dictates of their consciences, and to bring 
them by force under the yoke of Rome. 
The French bishops distinguished them- 
selves by their intemperate and unchristian 
zeal in this horrid scene of persecution and 
cruelty; many of the Protestants sunk 
imder the weight of despotic oppression. 
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and yielded up their faith to armed legions 
that were sent to convert them ; a consi- 
derable number fled from the storm and 
deserted their families, their friends, and 
their country ; and the greatest part per- 
severed, with a noble and heroic constancy, 
in the purity of that religion which their 
ancestors had delivered, and hrppily sepa- 
rated, from the manifold superstitions of a 
corrupt and idolatrous Church, 

" When at length every method which 
artifice or perfidy could invent had been 
practiced in vain against the Protestants, 
under the reign of^ Louis XIV., the bishops 
and Jesuits, whose counsels had a peculiar 
influence in the cabinet of that prince, 
judged it necessary to extirpate, by fire 
and sword, this resolute people, and thus 
to ruin, as it were, by one mortal blow, 
the cause of the Reformation in Prance. 
Their insidious arguments and impor- 
tunate solicitations had such an effect 
upon the weak and credulous mind of 
Louis, that, in the year 1685, trampling 
upon the most solemn obligations, and 
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regardless of all laws, human and divine, 
he revoked the edict of Nantes, and 
thereby deprived the Protestants of the 
liberty of serving God according to their 
consciences. This revocation was accom- 
panied with the applause of Rome ; but 
it excited the indignation even of many 
Roman Catholics, whose bigotry had not 
effaced or suspended, on this occasion, 
their natural sentiments of generosity and 
justice. It was, moreover, followed by a 
measure still more tyrannical and shock- 
ing, even an express order, addressed to 
all the Reformed Churches, to embrace 
the Romish faith. The consequences of 
this cruel and unrighteous proceeding 
were highly detrimental to the true inte- 
rests and the real prosperity of the Prench 
nation, by the prodigious emigrations it 
occasioned among the Protestants, who 
sought, in various parts of Europe, that 
religious liberty, and that humane treat- 
ment, which their mother-country had so 
cruelly refused them. Those among them, 
whom the vigilance of their enemies 
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guarded so closely as to prevent their 
flight, were exposed to the brutal rage of 
an unrelenting soldiery, and were assailed 
by every barbarous form of persecution 
that nl]^t tend to subdue their courage, 
exhaust their patience, and thus engage 
them to a feigned and external profession 
of Popery, which in their consciences 
they beheld with the utmost aversion and 
disgust. This crying act of perfidy and 
injustice in a prince, who, on other occa- 
sions, gave evident proofs of his generosity 
and equity, is suflScient to show, in their 
true and genuine colours, the spirit of 
the Romish Church and Pontiffs, and the 
manner in which they stand affected to 
those whom they consider as heretics. It 
is peculiarly adapted to convince the im^ 
partial and attentive observer, that the 
most solemn oaths and the most sacred 
treaties are never looked upon by this 
Church and its Pontiffs as respectable and 
obligatory when the violation of them 
may contribute to advance their interest 
or to accomplish their views," 
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Among the eminent and illustrious suf- 
ferers who fled from France at this time, 
we may mention the following preachers 
of the gospel : — Claude, AUix, Basnage, 
Abbadie, Bertheau, Martin, Benoit (who 
wrote a History of the Repeal of the 
Edict of Nantes, in 5 vols, quarto), Guil- 
lebert, and the accomplished and eloquent 
man whose co-pastor he was at Caen, Du 
Bosc, the author of the Discourses — a 
translation of which follows this Essay. 
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PART IV. 

While the French Protestants were 
being massacred in cold hlood in 1572, 
the Reformed of the Netherlands were 
midergoing all the horrors of a remorse- 
less persecution by the Duke of Alva, 
who then represented the government of 
Spain. It is somewhat remarkable, that 
this very year, which seemed so dark to 
the Protestants in various parts of Europe, 
witnessed the commencement of that al- 
liance which issued in wresting from 
Philip I. the government of the Low 
Countries, and the establishment of their 
independence as a Pederal Republic. Thus 
writes Mr. Hume, p. 483, referring to 
many of the people of the Netherlands 
who, for support and protection against 
the Spanish power, had betaken themselves 
to the sea: — ^" These desperate exiles, 
finding no longer any possibility of sub- 
sistence, were forced to attempt the most 
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perflous enterprises ; and they made an 
assault on the Brille, a sea-port town in 
Holland, where they met with success, 
and, after a short resistance, became toas- 
ters of the place. The Duke of Alva was 
alarmed at the danger; and, stopping 
those bloody executions which he was 
making on the defenceless Flemings, he 
hastened with his army to extinguish the 
flame which, falling on materials so well 
prepared for combustion, seemed to menace 
a general conflagration. His fears soon 
appeared to be well-grounded. The people 
in the neighbourhood of the Brille, enraged 
by that complication of cruelty, oppression, 
insolence, usurpation, and persecution, 
under which they and all their coimtry- 
men laboured, flew to arms ; and in a few 
days almost the whole province of Holland, 
and that of Zealand, had revolted from the 
Spaniards, and had openly declared against 
the tyranny of Alva. This event happened 
in the year 1572. 

" William, Prince of Orange, descended 
from a sovereign family of great lustre 
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and antiquity in Germany, inheriting the 
possessions of a sovereign family in Prance, 
had fixed his residence in the Low Coun- 
tries ; and on account of his noble birth 
and immense riches, as well as of his per- 
sonal merit, was universally regarded as 
the greatest subject that lived in those 
provinces. He had opposed, by all regular 
and dutiful means, the progress of the 
Spanish usurpations ; and when Alva con- 
ducted his army into the Netherlands, and 
assumed the government, this prince, well 
acquainted with the violent character of 
the man, and the tyrannical spmt of the 
court of Madrid, wisely fled from the 
danger which threatened him, and retired 
to his paternal estate and dominions in 
Gtermany. He was cited to appear before 
Alva's tribunal, was condemned in ab- 
sence, was declared a rebel, and his ample 
possessions in the Low Countries were 
confiscated. Li revenge, he had levied an 
army of Protestants in the empire, and 
had made some attempts to restore the 
Plemings to liberty, but was still repulsed 
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with loss by the vigilance and military 
conduct of Alva, and by the great bravery, 
as well as discipline, of those veteran 
Spaniards who served under that general. 

"The revolt of Holland and Zealand, 
provinces which the Prince of Orange had 
formerly conimanded, and where he was 
much beloved, called him anew fipom his 
retreat; and he added conduct, no less 
than spirit, to that obstinate resistance 
which was here made to the Spanish do- 
minion. By uniting the revolted cities 
in a league, he laid the foundation of that 
illustrious commonwealth, the offspring 
of industry and liberty, whose arms -and 
policy have long made so signal a figure 
in every transaction of Europe. He in- 
flamed the inhabitants by every motive 
which religious zeal, resentment, or love 
of freedom could inspire. 

"Though the present greatness of the 
Spanish monarchy might deprive them of 
all courage, he still flattered them with 
the concurrence of the other provinces, 
and with assistance from neighbouring 
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States ; and he exhorted them, in defence 
of their religion, their liberties, and their 
lives, to endure the utmost extremities of 
war. From this spirit proceeded the des- 
perate defence of Harlem — a defence which 
nothing but the most consuming famine 
could overcome, and which the Spaniards 
revenged by the execution of more than 
two thousand of the inhabitants. This 
extreme severity, instead of striking terror 
into the Hollanders, animated them by 
despair ; and the vigorous resistance made 
at Alcmaer, where Alva was finally re- 
pulsed, showed them that their insolent 
enemies were not invincible. The duke, 
finding at last the pernicious effects of his 
violent counsels, solicited to be re-called. 
Medinaceli, who was appointed his suc- 
cessor, refused to accept the government ; 
Requesens, conounendator of Castile, was 
sent from Italy to replace Alva ; and this 
tyrant departed from the Netherlands in 
1574, leaving his name in execration to 
the inhabitants, and boasting, in his turn, 
that, during the course of five years, he 
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had delivered above eighteen thousand of 
those rebellious heretics into the hands 
of the executioner. 

"Requesens, though a man of milder 
dispositions, could not appease the \dolent 
hatred which the revolted Hollanders had 
conceived against the Spanish government, 
and the war continued as obstinate as 
ever. In the siege of Leyden, undertaken 
by the Spaniards, the Dutch opened the 
dykes and sluices, in order to drive them 
from the enterprise ; and the very peasants 
were active in ruining their fields by an 
inundation, rather than fall again under 
the hated tyranny of Spain." 

These conflicts issued in the establish- 
ment of the independence of the imited 
provinces; and for a long period there- 
after, Holland continued to be what it 
then became, the refuge of the oppressed 
and exiled of every nation ixx Europe suf- 
fering under religious persecution. It 
was to this country Du Bosc (with other 
Protestant clergy, and thousands of Hu- 
guenots) fled in 1686,- on the repeal of the 
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edict of Nantes (already noticed), and in 
Rotterdam preached to his fellow exiles 
"the unsearchable riches of Christ." 

One naturally asks, How could the other 
Protestant States allow the horrid butchery 
and cruel banishment of their brethren in 
!Pi;ance, without remonstrance or even 
somethiag more palpable in the shape of 
aid? A Briton especially asks, Why his 
forefathers did not interfere ? Where were 
the descendants of the brave British tars, 
who in other days positively refused to act 
against Bochelle, the stronghold of the 
Reformed, and whose commander declared 
that " he would rather be hanged in Eng- 
land for disobedience, than fight against his 
brother Protestants in Prance ?"* Where 



* When James deserted the Spanish alliance, and 
courted that of France, he had promised to furnish 
Lewis, who was entirely destitute of naval force, with 
one ship of war, together with seven armed vessels, 
hired from the merchants. These the French court 
had pretended they would employ against the Genoese, 
who, being firm and useful allies to the Spanish monar- 
chy, were naturally regarded with an evil eye both by 
the King of France and of England. When these 
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the sons of the invincible legions of the 
Commonwealth who were the terror of the 
episcopal and regal tyrants of Europe? 

vessels, by Charles* orders, arrived at Dieppe, there 
arose a strong suspicion that they were to serve gainst 
Rochelle. The sailors were inflamed. That race of 
men, who are at present both careless and ignorant in 
all matters of religion, were at that time only ignorant. 
They drew up a remonstrance to Pennington, their 
commander; and signing all their names in a circle, 
lest he should discover the ringleaders, they laid it 
under his Prayer-book. Pennington declared, that he 
would rather be hanged in England for disobedience, 
than light against his brother Protestants in France. 
The whole squadron sailed immediately to the Downs,, 
There they received new orders from Buckingham, 
lord admiral, to return to Dieppe. As the duke knew 
that authority alone would not suffice, he employed 
much art and many subtilties to engage them to obe- 
dience ; and the rumour which was spread, that peace 
had been concluded between the French king and the 
Huguenots, assisted him in his purpose. When they 
arrived at Dieppe, they found that they had been de- 
ceived. Sir Ferdinando Gorges, who commanded one 
of the vessels, broke through and returned to England. 
All the officers and sailors of all the other ships, not* 
withstanding great offers made them by the French, 
immediately deserted. One gunner alone preferred 
duty towards his king to the cause of religion ; and he 
was afterwards killed in charging a cannon before 
Bochelle. — Hume, p. 598. 
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Alas! there was then no Pennington at 
Sochelle, or Cromwell in Whitehall. A 
base, heartless, and gloomy-souled tyrant* 

* Great as was Ijie authority of Biinyan with the 
Baptists, that of William Kiffin was still greater. Kif- 
fin was the first man among them in wealth and station. 
«««««« Perhaps no man could, at that 
juncture, have rendered more valuable services to the 
court. But between him and the court was interposed 
the remembrance of one terrible event. He was the 
grand&ther of the two Hewlings, those gallant youths 
who of all the victims of the Bloody Assizes had been 
the most generally lamented. For the sad &te of one 
of them, James was in a peculiar manner responsible. 
Jeffreys had respited the yoimger brother. The poor 
lads' sister had been ushered by Churchill into the 
royal presence, and had begged for mercy; but the 
king's heart had been obdurate. The misery of the 
whole family had been great, but Kiffin was most to be 
pitied. He was seventy years old when he was left 
destitute, the survivor of those who should have sur- 
vived him. The heartless and venal sycophants of 
Whitehall, judging by themselves, thought that the 
old man would be easily propitiated by an alderman's 
gown, and by some compensation in money for the pro- 
perty which his grandsons had forfeited. Penn was 
employed in the work of seduction, but to no purpose. 
The king determined to try what effect his own civili- 
ities would produce. Kiffin was ordered to attend at 
the palace. He foimd a brilliant circle of noblemen 
and gentlemen assembled. James immediately came 
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was then reigning in England, and there 
were priests around the throne who left no 
means untried to smother the generous 

to him, spoke to him very graciously, and concluded by 
saying, " I have put you down, Mr. Kiffin, for an alder- 
man of London." The old man looked fixedly at the 
king, burst into tears, and made answer, " Sir, I am 
worn out; I am imfit to serve your Majesty or the 
city. And, Sir, the death of my poor boys broke my 
heart. That wound is as fresh as ever. I shall carry 
it to my grave." The king stood silent for a minute 
in some confasion, and then said, " Mr. Kiffin, I will 
find a balsam for that sore." Assuredly James did not 
mean to say anything cruel or insolent: on the con- 
trary, he seems to have been in an unusually gentle 
mood ; yet no speech that is recorded of him gives so 
unfavourable a notion of his character as these few 
words. They are the words of a hard-hearted and 
low-minded man, imable to conceive any laceration of 
the affections for which a place or a pension would not 
be a full compensation. — ^MacauiiAY, vol. ii., p. 229 — 
230. 

A still . deeper interest was excited by the fate of 
two gallant brothers, William and Benjamin Hewling. 
They were young, handsome, accomplished, and well 
connected. Their maternal grandfather was named 
Kiffin. He was one of the first merchants in London, 
and was generally considered as the head of the Bap- 
tists. The chief justice behaved to William Hewling, 
on the trial, with characteristic brutality. " You have 
a grand£iither," he aaid, who deserves to be hanged 
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imptdses of the nation,* and whose agency 

as riclily as you." The poor lad, who was only nineteen, 
suffered death with so much meekness and fortitude, 
that an officer of the army who attended the execution, 
and who had made himself remarkable by rudeness and 
severity, w^s strangely melted, and said, " I do not be- 
lieve that my lord chief justice himself could be proof 
against this." Hopes were entertained that Benjamin 
would be pardoned. One victim of tender years was 
surely enough for one house to furnish. Even Jeflfreys 
was, or pretended to be, inclined to lenity. The truth 
was, that one of his kinsmen, ^om whom he had large 
expectations, and whom, therefore, he could not treat 
as he generally treated intercessors, pleaded strongly 
for the afflicted family. Time was allowed for a refe- 
rence to London. The sister of the prisoner went to 
Whitehall with a petition. Many courtiers wished her 
success ; and Churchill, among whose numerous feults 
cruelty had no place, obtained admittance for her. " I 
wish well to your suit with aU my heart," he said, as 
they stood together in the antechamber, " but do not 
flatter yourself with hopes. This marble," and he laid 
his hand on the chimney-piece, " is not harder than the 
king." The prediction proved true. James was inex- 
orable. Benjamin Hewling died with dauntless courage, 
amidst lamentations, in which the soldiers who kept 
guard round the gallows could not refrain from join- 
ing. — ^Macaulay, p. 648, vol. i. 

* He (James II.), therefore, declared publicly, that 
he disapproved of the manner in which the Huguenots 
had been treated, granted to the exiles some relief from 
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* had too well succeeded in driving into exile 



his privy purse ; and by letters under his great seal, 
invited his subjects to imitate his liberality. In a very 
few months it became clear that all this compassion was 
simulated merely for the purpose of cajoling his parlia- 
ment, — ^that he regarded the refugees with mortal 
hatred, — and that he regretted nothing so much as his 
own inability to do what Louis had done. — Macatt- 
XAY, vol. ii., p. 18. 

In the same volume, p. 77, we have the following :— 
About the same time the king began to show, in an 
unequivocal manner, the feeling which he really enter- 
tained towards the banished Huguenots While he 
had still hoped to cajole his parliament into submis- 
sion, and to become the head of an European coalition 
against France, he had affected to blame the revocation 
of the edict of Nantes, and to pity the unhappy men 
whom persecution had driven from their country. He 
had caused it to be announced, that at every church in 
the kingdom a collection would be made, under his 
sanction, for their benefit. A proclamation on this 
subject had been drawn up in terms which might have 
wounded the pride of a Sovereign less sensitive and 
vain-glorious than Louis. But all was now changed. 
The principles of the treaty of Dover were again the 
principles of the foreign policy of England. Ample 
apologies were, therefore, made for the discourtesy 
with which the English government had acted towards 
France in showing favour to exiled Frenchmen. The 
proclamation, which had displeased Louis, was re-called. 
The Huguenot ministers were admonished to speak 
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many of the best of the British people whom 
it could not mortally destroy. It must 
have bfeen a curious, and an interesting, 
though a melancholy sight, to see refugees 
from France and Piedmont,* and religious 

with reverence of their oppressor in their public dis- 
courses, as they would answer it at their peril. * * 
The promised collection was long put off under various 
pretexts. The king would gladly have broken his 
word, but it was pledged so solemnly that he could 
not, for very shame, retract. Nothing, however, which 
could cool the zeal of congregations was omitted. It 
had been expected that, according to the practice usual 
on such occasions, the people would be exhorted to 
liberality from the pulpits. But James was determined 
not to tolerate declamations against his religion, and 
his ally * * * The king was bitterly mortified by 
the large amoimt of the collection which had been 
made in obedience to his own call. 

* The Waldenses, who lived in the valleys of Pied- 
mont, and had embraced the doctrine, discipline, and 
worship of the Church of Geneva, were oppressed and 
persecuted in the most inhuman manner, during the 
greatest part of this century, by the ministers of Rome. 
This persecution was carried on with peculiar marks 
of rage and enormity in the years 1655, 1686, and 1696, 
and seemed to portend nothing less than the total ex- 
tinction of that imhappy nation. The most horrid 
scenes of violence and bloodshed were exhibited on this 
theatre of Papal tyranny ; and the small number of tbo 
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and political exiles from England and 
Scotland meeting in the same home of the 
free ; Howe* saluting Du Bosc in the 
streets of the Hague, of Rotterdam, or of 
the Dutch capital, along which had passed, 
not many months before, the earnest, sin- 
sincere, and brave, but imfortunate Mac 
Galium More.t Honoured — ever honoured 

Waldenses that yet survive, axe indebted for their ex- 
istence and support, precarious and uncertain as it is, 
to the continual intercession made for them by the 
English and Dutch governments, and also by the Swiss 
cantons, who never cease to solicit the clemency of the 
Duke of Savoy in their behalf. — ^Mosheim, vol. v., p. 
355. Many of these unhappy people sought refuge in 
Holland, when persecutions drove them from their 
valley^. 

* Dissenting ministers, however blameless in life, 
however eminent for learning and abilities, could not 
venture to walk the streets for fear of outrages, which 
were not only not repressed, but encouraged by those 
whose duty it was to preserve the peace. Some divines 
of great fame were in prison : among these was Richard 
Baxter. Others, who had during a quarter of a cen- 
taiy borne up against oppression, now lost heart, and 
quitted the kingdom : among these was John Howe. — 
Macaulat, vol. i., p. 668. 

t They (the Scotch) had a captain of their own — ^Ar- 
chibald, ninth Earl of Argyle, who, as head of the great 
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be the municipal and other authorities of 
Holland, whom the threats of regal and 
other sympathisers with political and reK- 
gious oppression never could induce to 
refuse to injured and suffering exiles, the 
shelter and protection which their own 
countries had so cruelly denied them ! 



tribe of Campbell, was known among the population of 
the Highlands, by the proud name of MacCallum More. 
His father, the Marquis of Argyle, had been the head 
of the Scotch Covenanters. * * * After the return 
of the royal family, the Marquis was put to death. His 
marquisate became extinct ; but his son was permitted 
to inherit the ancient earldom, and was still among the 
greatest of the nobles of Scotland. — Macaulay's His- 
tory of England, p. 537, vol. i. 

The door of the cell was softly opened, and there lay 
Argyle on the bed, sleeping in his irons, — ^the placid 
sleep of infancy. The conscience of the renegade smote 
him, * • • "I have been," he said, " in Argj^le's 
prison. I have seen him, within an hour of eternity, 
sleeping as sweetly as ever man did. But as for me 
• • * !" — ^Macaxjlay, p. 564, vol. i. 
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PART V. 

The occasional notices contained in the 
preceding pages of the connection of 
Christianity with the civil governments of 
the world, very clearly show, that for such 
connection there is no command in the 
Bible, and no precedent in Apostolic 
times, nor in the history of the Church, 
down to the fourth century. The Divine 
origin, then, of such connection will be at 
once repudiated by every intelligent be- 
liever in the gospel. But while this is 
consented to, some persons think that that 
connection, although having no Divine 
authority, and although only the invention 
of infallible men, has been of some ser- 
vice to the professed kingdom of the 
Redeemer. 

To what section of it we ask? All 
history replies — if to any — ^to the Roman 
Catholic, beyond all question. And what 
section gained by the voluntary principle ? 
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All history again repKes — certainly not 
the Popish. It rendered impossible the 
development of that horrible spirit which 
animates all the upholders of anti-christian 
usurpation. No persecuting Church what- 
ever gained by it, for it eflfectually opposes 
all such, and it would effectually, if 
universally adopted, prevent all judicial 
persecution for religion again, even for 
ever. We repeat it — ^if the governments 
of this world would only let men's reli- 
gious opinions alone, and leave those who 
wish Christianity to support it in their own 
way, and develope it by its own heaven- 
appointed means, we should have no more 
judicial murders for religion, and far less 
heart-burnings about it. Every intel- 
ligent observer can see, that the Pro- 
testant Churches, upon the whole, have 
gained nothing, but rather lost, by Church 
and State connection; — ^they have lost 
both in treasure and in blood; — ^they 
have lost in character and, consequently, 
in reKgious and 'moral power. Whether 
as the favoured sect or the oppressed, 

Gr 
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still in one way or another they have 
lost. 

Christianity and the human race have 
lost by the abandonment of the voluntary 
principle. The following is only one of 
thousands of illustrations which history 
furnishes of the melancholy truth which 
we now state. Thus writes Mr. Hume, 
vol. ii., p. 451 : — " The Queen Regent of 
Prance, when reinstated in authority by 
the death of her son Francis, had formed 
a plan of administration more subtile than 
judicious ; and balancing the Catholics 
with the Huguenots, the Duke of Guise 
with the Prince of Conde, she endeavoured 
to render herself necessary to both, and 
to establish her own dominion on their 
constrained obedience. But the equal 
counterpoise of power, which, among 
foreign nations, is the source of tranquil- 
lity, proves always the ground of quarrel 
between domestic factions; and if the 
animosity of religion concur with the fre- 
quent occasions which present themselves 
of mutual injury, it is impossible, during 
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any time, to preserve a firm concord in so 
delicate a situation. The constable, Mont- 
morency, moved by zeal for the ancient 
faith, joined himself to the Duke of Guise. 
The King of Navarre, from his inconstant 
temper, and his jealousy of the superior 
genius of his brother, embraced the same 
party; and Catharine, finding herself de- 
pressed by this combination, had recourse 
to Conde and the Huguenots, who gladly 
embraced the opportunity of fortifying 
themselves by her countenance and pro- 
tection. Am edict had been published, 
granting a toleration to the Protestants; 
but the interested violence of the Duke 
of Guise, covered with the pretence of reli- 
gious zeal, broke through this agreement, 
and the two parties, after the fallacious 
tranquillity of a moment, renewed their 
mutual insults and injuries. Conde, Co- 
ligni, and Andelot assembled their friends, 
and flew to arms. Guise and Montmo- 
rency got possession of the king's person, 
and constramed the queen regent to em-» 
brace their party. Fourteen armies were 
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levied and put in motion in different parts 
of Prance ; each province, each city, each 
family was agitated with intestine rage 
and animosity. The father was divided 
against the son, brother against brother, 
told women themselves, sacrificing their 
humanity as well as their timidity to the 
religious fury, distinguished themselves by 
acts of ferocity and valour. Wherever the 
Huguenots prevailed, the images were 
broken, the altars piUaged, the churches 
demolished, and the monasteries consumed 
with fire : where success attended the Ca- 
thoKcs, they burned the Bibles, re-baptized 
the infants, constrained married persons to 
pass anew through the nuptial ceremony ; 
and plunder, desolation, and bloodshed 
attended equally the triimiph of both par- 
ties. The parKament of Paris itself, the seat 
of law and justice, instead of employing its 
authority to compose these fatal quarrels, 
published an edict, by which it put the 
sword into the hands of the enraged 
multitude, and empowered the Catholics 
everywhere to massacre the Huguenots; 
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and it was during this period, when men 
began to be somewhat enlightened, and, 
in this nation, renowned for polished man- 
ners, that the theological rage, which had 
long been boiling in men's veins, seems 
to have attained its last stage of virulence 
and ferocity. 

" Philip, jealous of the progress which 
the Huguenots made in Prance, and dread- 
ing that the contagion would spread into 
the Low Country provinces, had formed a 
secret alliance with the Princes of Guise, 
and had entered into a mutual concert for 
the protection of the ancient faith, and the 
suppression of heresy. He now sent six 
thousand men, with some supply of money, 
to reinforce the Catholic party ; and the 
Prince of Conde, finding himself unequal 
to so great a combination, countenanced 
by the royal authority, was obliged to 
despatch the Vidame of Chartes and Bri- 
guemaut to London, in order to crave the 
assistance and protection of Elizabeth. 
Most of the provinces of Normandy were 
possessed by the Huguenots; and Conde 
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offered to put Havre de Grace into the 
hands of the English, on condition that, 
together with three thousand men for the 
garrison of that place, the queen should 
likewise send over three thousand to de- 
fend Dieppe and Rouen, and should furnish 
the prince with a supply of a hundred 
thousand crowns." 

Reckoning from Constantino down to 
the present time, what mischief would 
have been prevented, both to true reli- 
gion and mankind, if the governments of 
the earth had said to their subjects, " We 
grant you no immunities, and we lay 
upon you no fine for your behef, and we 
shall allow no man to exercise judicial 
authority over the faith or worship of his 
neighbours." Had this been done, all the 
blood which has been shed by opposing 
and conflicting sects would have been 
spared. The massacre of St. Bartholomew, 
in 1572, would never have been perpetrated 
by the Papists, nor another St. Bartholo- 
mew, almost as bad in its immediate and 
future consequences, have been effected in 
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1662, in England, to the everlasting dis- 
grace of the then Episcopal Church and 
government of this country : the religious 
wars of Erance, and the Continent gene- 
rally, and of Great Britain, would never 
have been engaged in. Christendom would 
not have been afflicted with any one of the 
thousand social and poKtical evils which 
are the consequences of choosing a sect in 
each kingdom or province (to the dispa- 
ragement of all others), and constituting 
it the Established Churchy and that not by 
God, but by men, — and those, too, not 
necessarily either the most enKghtened or 
the holiest of the human race. No Henry 
VIII., substituting the supremacy of the 
king for the headship of the PontifiP, should 
have arranged an Episcopal Church for 
England; no ^^congregation of the Lord'* 
should have erected the Presbyterian Kirk 
for our fellow subjects and kindred on the 
other side of the Tweed ; nor had the faith 
of the British isles been kept dangling for 
nearly a century between Popery and Pre- 
lacy, Presbytery and Independency. It 
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had not mattered then to the faithful as 
respects outward worship, whether a Henry- 
kept faith with his wives and his Holiness, 
or no ; whether Mary counted her beads, 
or Elizabeth had followed in her footsteps, 
or done quite the reverse; whether the 
lovely Queen of Scots had admired Knox, or 
repudiated him ; whether Charles II. was 
a Protestant as he alleged, or a Papist as 
was alleged of him ; whether Oliver Crom- 
well was all but an immaculate saint, or 
an unconverted sinner. Then the map of 
Christendom had not presented to the eye 
of the shrewd and satirical infidel the 
unbecoming spectacle of each sect as it 
respectively gained power, over^riding all 
other sects,* branding their respective 

* Even the orthodox and evangelical Calvin, whose 
clear views of the gospel ought to have led him in a 
more excellent way, could not resist the usual tendency 
to persecute, when invested with civil power. Thus 
writes Mosheim, vol. iv., p. 473 : — " He (Servetus) 
seemed to be seized with a passion for reforming (in 
his way), and many things concurred to favour his de- 
signs, such as the fire of his genius, the extent of his 
learning, the power of his eloquence, the strength of 
his resolution, the obstinacy of his temper, and an 
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Opponents as worthless and unprincipled, 
and monopolizing all the piety (accordmg 
to law) and most of the influence and the 
rank of the countries in which, for the 
time being, they may have gained the 
ascendant, — as the Romanist in Spain, 
Portugal, Prance, Austria, Sardinia, Na- 
ples, Italy, South America, &c. ; the 

external appearance, at least, of piety, that rendered all 
the rest doubly engaging. Add to all this, the protec- 
tion and friendship of many persons of weight, in 
France, Germany, and Italy, which Servetus had ob- 
tained by his talents and abilities, both natural and 
acquired, and it will appear, that few innovators have 
set out with a better prospect of success. But, not- 
withstanding these signal advantages, all his views were 
totally disappointed by the vigilance and severity of 
Calvin, who, when Servetus had escaped from his prison 
at Vienna, and was passing through Switzerland, in order 
to seek refuge in Italy, caused him to be apprehended 
at Geneva, in the year 1553, and had an accusation of 
blasphemy brought against him before the ooimcil. The 
issue of this accusation was fatal to Servetus, who, ad- 
hering resolutely to the opinions he had embraced, was, 
by a public sentence of the court, declared an obstinate 
heretic, and condemned to the flames. For it is observ- 
able, that, this time, the ancient laws that had been 
^nactcd against heretics by the emperor Frederic 11., 
and had been so frequently renewed £vfter his rei|»;n, 
weye still in vigour at Geneva. 
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Episcopalian in England ; the Lutliei*an in 
Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Germany, &c.; 
the Presbyterian in Scotland, Geneva, and 
some other parts of Switzerland ; the Con- 
gregationalist in America ; and, for a short 
season, the Baptists in Munster : so per- 
suading the sceptical observer, that the 
great majority of the professors of the 
gospel might become good Mahometans 
Were the Koran read in the parish Church 
— zealous and vigorous upholders of Islam- 
ism were it the established religion of their 
native land. Nor had we then beheld 
sects or individuals, but recently emanci- 
pated from Church and State thraldom, 
whose exodus from the spiritual Egypt 
has hardly been perfected ; or who, at all 
events, if they have crossed the Bed Sea, 
are yet in the wilderness, peeping from 
imder the veil of their late repentance, 
casting through ^'educational and other 
schemes'^ a longing look to the "leeks 
and the onions and the garlic" of "the 
land where there is no rain," and half 
wishing that they had "died in Egypt;" 
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conclaves but half awakened to the mis- 
eries of a Church and State debauch, 
eyeing again the cup of their intoxication, 
and yawning out, " They have stricken us, 
and we were not sick ; they have beaten us, 
and we felt it not : when shall we awake ? 
We wUl seek it yet again."* But such 
spectacles will continue, all candid ob- 
servers confess must continue, until no 
sect shall be favoured above others, and 
the State, acting with christian impar- 
tiahty, give equal justice to all. 

On the part especially of the Protest- 
ants, the primitive mode of supporting 
the gospel must be adopted ere we can 
consistently call upon the votaries of 
Popery to abandon their superstition. 
They will never believe us Protestants in 
earnest while we go to them with the 
Bible in the one hand and the sword in 
the other. If we go as successors of the 
Apostles, we must not go displaying at 
every step more tenacious regard for tythes 
and church-rates than for everything that 

* Proverbs xxiii. 35. 
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is Apostolical about the Church. We 
must go willing to abandon everything 
but the truth, — everything of human con- 
trivance and invention, and, askiag for 
*Hhe old paths and the good way,"* 
shout out in. the spirit of the true Apos- 
tolical succession, "We seek not yours 
but you."t And what is our duty to the 
Romanist will be our duty to all mankind. 
Let us talk no more of our Protestantism 
unless we are willing to give up even 
what ancient Protestants practised in op- 
position to their own creed, which taught, 
that nothing should be bound upon men 
in religion but that which the Bible 
binds. 

Well do we know that Popery gains 
ground. It advances in Prance, the 
boasted stronghold of infideKty ; in Ger- 
many, where lately the Neologian carried 
all before him; in Sweden, Denmark, 
Norway, and Switzerland, even in Geneva ; 
while in Spain, Portugal, Austria, and 
Italy, it holds on its old dark and dreary 

* Jcr. vi. 16. t 2 Cor. xii. 14. 
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reign. And when we come to England, 
what do we see? Why, Popery gaining 
ground in the most marvellous manner. 
We do not refer to the late movements 
of a celebrated Cardinal, nor to the os- 
tentatious display of the dresses of his 
subalterns, which so much shocks some 
of the brethren, but to the wide-spread 
heresies and extravagant pretensions of 
the ministers of the Episcopal sect as 
established by law. It is a weU-known 
fact, that there is the most cordial and 
friendly understanding between the dis- 
guised Popish priests within the Church 
of England, commonly called Puseyites, 
and those who are open Roman Catholics 
without it, — that it is understood between 
them, that their union is a question of 
time only, and that to be determined by 
the success which may attend the insidious 
efforts of the former to corrupt the public 
mind. We believe it is an understood 
thing, that these Popish preachers (who, 
by the way, are by far the most nimierous 

and influential party within the pale of 
H 
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the Established Church of England — 
themselves boasting, that of all the clei^ 
who have been ordained mthin the last 
ten or twelve years, nine-tenths are on 
their side) reckon for success on the down- 
right ignorance of religious truth, and of 
the essential difference between Popery 
and Protestantism, which themselves are 
purposely and systematically cherishing 
among their people, not less in the 
cities and towns than in the country 
parishes of England. No one who knows 
anything of the present state of things, 
doubts that these teachers of Popery 
are profiting every day by the fact, 
that it is not the Popish doctrines which 
they preach and teach that generally give 
offence, but almost entirely and every- 
where their ceremonies and dress, — even 
the latter not exciting much notice unless 
the white be intruded upon the people at 
(what their simple ignorance leads them 
to believe) the wrong and imedifying 
time ; and this fact makes the great dan- 
ger, for surely it is a time of danger for 
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a kingdom, when vast numbers of her 
people, who are in the hands of such 
priests, know no diflference in religion but 
the diflference between a gown and a sur- 
plice, when to them come alike the 
teaching at St. Barnabas or St. Pancras» 
the doctrines of St. Bennet or St. Paul. 

Let no one suppose, from anything we 
have said, that we mean to teach, that a 
return to the voluntary system — ^the pri- 
mitive system — ^the system of the fathers 
of the Church — wiU accomplish all we 
desire to see. With this we must have, 
also, the adoption of the doctrines and 
precepts of Christianity as taught by the 
Apostles. These we must have fully 
and unreservedly proclaimed. We must 
"preach the word; be instant m season, 
and out of season."* Believing this, we 
now send forth, in an English dress, some 
of the discourses of an able, talented, and 
faithful Prench Protestant clergyman, 
whom the Church and State principle 



* 2 Timothy, iv. 2, 
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wielded by Popery, drove from Prance, as 
we have already stated, in 1685,* These 
discourses were delivered in Rotterdam 
during the exUe of their talented author 
(a short notice of whom will follow), and 
were highly appreciated by a devoted and 
affectionate congregation of fellow-sufferers 

* From this time until 1789, the French Protestants 
were exposed to constant annoyance and oppression. It 
is true that Louis XVI. granted them a partial tolera* 
tion in 1787, but it came with a bad grace, as it was 
coupled with an edict for procuring a loan to recruit 
an exhausted Exchequer. It was not until the meeting^ 
of the National Assembly in 1789, that they obtained 
anything like liberty. This famous Assembly passed 
decree after decree in their favour ; and at length, dur- 
ing the Consulship of Napoleon Bonaparte in 1802, 
they secured full justice. This gave great offence to 
the Papists, who waited upon the first Consul to com- 
plain, alleging that the Protestants had obtained &Your8 
which were denied to them. Napoleon, whose partiality 
for the Reformed was apparent, artfully replied, " / hear 
that th9 Protestants are dissatisfied with some of their 
articles^ and wish an alteration. If I grant your requestj 
I mitst their's, and there will he no end of aiteraiions. 
You had better be content with it as it is." This wonder- 
ful and extraordinary man, both as Consul and as 
Emperor, habitually treated the Protestants with res- 
pect and kindness. He restored to them the College 
of Montauban, which had been suppressed at the 
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for conscience sake, and no doubt proved 
to many, sources of consolation when 
strangers in a strange land. We pray 
that they may be blessed to all who read 
them, proving the means of conversion to 
siimers, and of edification to those who 
already enjoy the study " of those things 

revocation of the edict of Nantes, and many other 
possessions which had been wrested from them by 
persecution ; and during all his ascendancy, they en- 
joyed perfect liberty. In 1804, having received an 
address from the Reformed Churches of France, by the 
hands of the aged and venerable M. Martin, President 
of the Consistory of Geneva, Napoleon graciously re- 
plied to it. The following portion of his reply might 
be read with profit by his relative, the present Presi- 
dent of France, and the Jesuits of whom he is supposed 
to be the tool : — " With pleasure I see the pastors of 
the Reformed Church of France assembled here * * 
* * I wish it to be understood that my intention and 
my firm determination are to maintain liberty of wor- 
ship : the empire of the law ends where the empire of 
the conscience begins ; neither the law nor the prince 
must infringe upon this empire. Such are my princi- 
ples and those of the nation ; and if any one of my 
race, prior to his succeeding me, forgets the oath which 
I have taken, and deceived by the inspiration of a false 
conscience, attempts to violate it, I devote him to pub- 
lic animadversion, and I authorize you to give him the 
name of Nero." 
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into which angels desire to look and we 
confidently offer them to the Protestant 
public as a far better antidote to Popery 
than aU the penal laws which Church and 
State connection ever originated for the 
reHgious benefit of manJdnd. 

The scene changed with the Protestants as the star 
of Napoleon decKned. Scarcely had he abdicated, and 
Louis XVIII. assumed the government of France, when 
this monarch and the priests began to plot the destruc- 
tion of the Reformed Church ; and it is a remarkable 
fact, that a French ambassador was on his way to the 
court of Rome on a mission in favour of Popery, when 
he was stopped by the re-appearance of Napoleon, who 
had escaped &om Elba, and re-ascended the throne. 
His return was hailed by the Protestants as a fresh 
token for good ; and during the short time which in- 
tervened between this and the battle of Waterloo, he 
treated them with that kindness which he had always 
shewn them. But after that battle and the triumph 
which Absolutism and Popery gained by it over free- 
dom, the Protestants of France were again exposed to 
persecution. Hundreds of them were murdered in cold 
blood in Nimes and elsewhere, and upwards of ten 
thousand fled to the mountains of the Cevennes. How 
absurd and preposterous, then, in some modem eulogists 
of the late Duke of Wellington to tell us, that if Napo- 
leon had conquered at Waterloo, we should all have been 
under the Vatican!!! What respect for the under- 
standings of their hearers can those Divines have who 
utter such nonsense from the place of the sacred oracle ? 



A BEIEF SKETCH 

OF THE 

LIFE OF M. DU BOSC* 



Pierre Du Bosc was one of the most 
distinguished luminaries that ever ap- 
peared in the firmament of the French 
Church from the time of the Reformation. 
This eminent servant of God was born at 
Bayeux, in Normandy, Pebruary 21, 1623. 
He was the only son of Guillaume Du 
Bosc, an advocate in the parliament of 
Rouen. His father had thirteen children 
by two wives. M. Du Bosc was the last 

* The Translator of the following Discoures is in- 
debted almost entirely for this Sketch to " -4 Concise 
Account of Distinguished Orators oj the French Pulpit^'' 
by J. CoBBiN. 
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of the second marriage, and the only one 
that lived of all the family; hut he was 
hetter to his feather than ten sons, and has 
immortalized his name in the Church. 
He was a precious pillar in the house of 
the living Qod, and one of its firmest 
props. He not only supported it hy 
his preaching and doctrines, in which 
nothing is wanting that may contrihute 
to the estahlishment of the truth, but he 
was, almost in every case, at the head of 
the deputations from the provinces to the 
court, which were sent to oppose the 
oonspirators against the peace of the 
Bicformed Church; and though he was 
unable to prevent the final blow, by his • 
superior talents and address, he certainly 
suspended it for a considerable time. He 
possessed many advantages for such 
sions: he had a commanding 
fine stature, a noble deportmen 
rous voice, and an eloquent 
was looked upon in his country 
orator ; his manners were 
ing ; he knew perfectly the 
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and gained alike all hearts ; his mind was 
yet more dignified thafi his body ; he had 
a grand and elevated genius, a happy 
imagination, a discriminating and solid 
judgment. In his conduct .he could not 
justly be impeached; he was modest and 
discreet, while his piety was such as to 
acquire the esteem and approbation of all 
who knew him. 

It was augured from his youth that he 
would be an extraordinary man, for he 
distinguished himself both at Montauban 
and at Saimiur. He was eighteen months 
in the first university, and three years in 
the second. When he had only attained 
his twenty-third year, he was settled over 
the Church of Caen, which was one of the 
most considerable in the kingdom for num- 
Ijers, wealth, and talents, and over which 
^ celebrated Bochart was already fixed, 
Jjlo was then in the zenith of his powers, 
et, in this difficult station, in a very 
ort time he acquired the reputation of 
? of the first men of the gown. The 
urcb at Charenton sent deputations to 
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the Church at Caen in 1658, and repeated 
them some time after, to endeavour to 
obtain his pastoral services; but he was 
inflexibly attached to his flock at Caen, 
and nothing could persuade him to leave 
them. 

It was impossible that a man of so 
much importance to his party should es- 
cape the notice of the enemies of the 
Reformed religion, especially at a time 
when every effort was making to give it 
a final blow. A sermon which Du Bosc 
preached on a Past Day, called St Peter^s 
Team's, gave great offence. The Catholic 
missionaries found something in it to 
begin a process against him ; and the Due 
de Longueville was obliged to use his au- 
thority to stop the persecution. To this 
be was urged both by personal esteem for 
the preacher, and by the solicitation of the 
Duchess de la Tremouille, at whose desire 
the sermon had been printed. In the year 
1661, when he preached his sermon on 
Grace, the Jesuits accused him of having 
attributed some opinions to the Church 
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of Rome which it did not hold, but this 
accusation was silenced by printing his 
sermon. In 1664 his enemies were more 
successful, and surreptitiously obtained a 
letter from the king that obliged him to 
quit Caen, and remain at Chalons till 
further orders. One Pommier, an apos- 
tate of Montauban, boasted that he was 
the cause of this disgrace, and procured it 
by asserting that Du Bosc had spoken of 
auricular confession ia the most oflTensive 
terms, and had compared the priest's ears 
to a common sewer ^ a sinkj and a channel^ 
that receives all the filth of the city. Du 
Bosc had an interview with the Chancel- 
lor le Tellier as he passed through Paris, 
and explained his opinions on the subject 
to the Chancellor's satisfaction; but this 
charge was only an excuse, for the Mar- 
quis de. Ruvegni wrote to Du Bosc, that 
he believed his merit was his crime. The 
Marechal Turenne asserted, that all the 
court were persuaded of his innocence, 
but the aim of the Jesuits was to smite 
the shepherd that the sheep might be 
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scattered. In short, every mean and insi- 
dious scheme which Jesuitical malignity 
could suggest was tried to put him down. 
He was slandered to the king and reviled 
to the court, not only in the instances 
already adduced, but habitually his dis- 
courses were represented as seditious and 
blasphemous, and himself and his party 
as dangerous to the State; yet he was 
enabled, during a period of forty years, 
with the exception of a few short sus- 
pensions, to continue his indefatigable 
labours for the defence of the " faith onoe 
delivered to the saints,'* and for the ame- 
lioration of the political condition of his 
brother Protestants, whose earnest and 
intrepid advocate he always was. At 
length, however, the repeal of the edict 
of Nantes, in 1685, broke up the Re- 
formed Church, as has ,been noticed in 
the preceding Essay, and drove him into 
exUe. He took refuge in Holland, where 
he was kindly received by the Prince of 
Orange, afterwards King of England, and 
his consort the daughter of James II. 
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Two months after his arrival, he was 
settled over the French Church at Bot- 
terdam, where, snrroonded by many of 
his refugee friends, he continued untQ his 
deathj which happened on the 2nd Jan«, 
1602, in the sixty-ninth year of hi3 age, 
and the forty-seventh of his ministry. A 
true prince and a great man fell in 
Israel when Du Bosc died, but, although 
dead, he yet speaketh." 



I 



THE 

ACKNOVLEDGMENT OF THE FAITHFUL; 

OS, 

A DISCOURSE ON THE WORDS OP ST. PAUL, IN 
HIS EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS, I. C. 3 V. : 

^Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christy who hath blessed us with all 
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ. 

My Brethren, — ^We should err were 
we, on the present occasion, to seek for 
any other introduction to our discourse 
than that which St. Paul himself furnishes 
in the words which we have just read to 
you. For what better teacher, what more 
excellent model could we desire, than that 
great Apostle who was instructed in the 
school of angels, and whom the holy 
fathers of the church have designated with 
great propriety — the trumpet of the gos- 
pel — ^the roaring of the lion of the tribe 
of Judah — the river of christian eloquence 
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— the doctor of the whole world, to 
whom, says St. Chysostom,* God entrusted 
the whole dispcBsation of his mysteries? 
We camiot, then, better begin our present 
subject than in the language of that great 
preacher of the gospel who thus com- 
mences his epistle to the Ephesians, 
"Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us 
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly 
places in Christ;" for this is, properly 
speaking, the exordium of that fine and 
divine production. But, besides the ex- 
ample of this excellent doctor, whom all 
would do well to irritate, the droum- 
stances under which we now assemble 
induce us so to begin, for to-day God 
has truly blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings in Jesus Christ. In that divine 
Christ, whom he gave us this morning 
in his sacrament, God presented us with 
all his most precious blessings — all the 
merits of his Son — all the consolations 
of his Spirit — ^all the sweets of his peace 
* Epist. 61, ad Pammack. 
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—all the riches of his grace — all the assur- 
ances of his glory ; and if our hearts were 
then regulated aright, there is nothing in 
the treasures of his indulgence — ^nothing in 
the benefits of redemption — ^nothing in the 
joys of sanctification — ^nothing in the plea- 
sure of reconciliation with God — ^nothing 
in all the sources of heavenly life and 
felicity, of which we have not been par- 
takers. Blessed, then, blessed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
hath blessed us this happy day with all 
spiritual blessings in Christ. This is the 
admowledgment — ^this the gratitude — ^this 
the homage and the tribute which we owe 
him for his goodness towards us. He has 
blessed us from heaven, it is for us now 
to bless him upon the earth, to render 
grace for grace — ^the grace of praise for 
the grace of blessing. "Thou art my 
God," said David, "and I will praise 
thee ; thou art my God, I will exalt thee. 
O give thanks unto the Lord for he ia 
good, for his mercy endureth for ever."* 

♦ Psalm cxviii. 28, 29. 
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" Glory be to God in the highest,'** said 
the angels at the birth of Christ. And 
why, think you, did they say so ? Because 
they heard grace proclaimed m the world. 
"Grace, grace unto it,"t shouted God in 
his church, " Glory," then, " Glory in 
the highest," responded those happy spirits 
as they returned thanks for that unspeak- 
able favour. Let us act in the same 
manner, my very dear brethren, and glo- 
rify him with all our hearts, who, of his 
great mercy, has been so gracious to us. 
"Blessed be God" ought we to exclaim 
on this occasion. But to press this subject 
with all the force of which it is capable, 
let us enter into the spirit of St. Paul, 
and look at the full extent of his meaning 
— and we notice that here he does three 
things : — 

I. He blesses the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

II. He gives his reason for so blessing 
him: because he "hath blessed us with 
aU spiritual blessings." 

* Luke ii. 14. f Zechariah iv. 7. 
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III. He shews the place and the me- 
dium of these blessings — " in heavenly 
places in Christ." 

These are the three topics which we 
have now to examine; and that we may 
rightly discharge this duty, O God I O 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! be 
pleased to bless us from the heavenly 
places where thou dwellest, and, by thy 
spiritual and efficacious communications, 
enable us to speak of what thou hast 
done for thy children, through Jesus 
Christ thy well-beloved Son. 

I. You see in our text, first, that 
St. Paul renders blessing for blessing — 
"Blessed be God who has blessed us." 
Here we observe two kinds of blessing, 
the one of God, the other of men, and 
that of man rendered in acknowledgment 
of that of God. For, my brethren, it 
may be said of grace as of nature, that 
everything is kept up by a constant 
circulation, — ^revolves as in a circle, inces- 
santly going and coming again. This you 
see in all nature : the sky pours down its 
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rain upon the earth, and the earth giyes 
it back in the exhalations and vapours of 
which it is composed; the sea, through 
secret and unknown paths, sends back its 
waters to their sources, and these return 
them in streams and rivers which fall 
again into the sea; trees produce fruits 
which contain the seeds of other trees, and 
multiply, if I may so speak, the race and 
family of those from whom they derive 
their own beiag ; the heart is constantly 
communicating of itself to the brain, and 
the braia is incessantly giving back to the 
heart. It is this reciprocity which sustains 
life, and preserves feeling in our bodies. 
Natural heat digests our food, and our 
food then sustains that delightful glow of 
natural heat which is thereby nourished, 
as the flame of a lamp by the oil with 
which it is constantly supplied. In a 
word, were you to go over all the world, 
you would find the same order established 
throughout ; and that just as there is a con- 
stant circulation of the blood in the human 
body, so there is a regular circulation 
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in the great body of nature, which is 
maintained by perpetual reciprocity. But 
this is not less evident in grace than in 
nature, and it may be said, that all reli- 
gion is but a circle wherein constant 
communications are being brought from 
Qoi to man, and sent from man to God, 
Does the Deity, by miracle, bestow a son 
upon Abraham? He expects that Abra- 
ham wiU be prepared and ready to offer 
up that son, and to sacrifice him with his 
own hands. Does he deliver Israel from 
Egypt by the blood of a lamb, guarding 
them against the destroying angel? He 
requires Israel to present him with a lamb 
in all coming years, as a memorial of that 
which had secured his deliverance. Does 
he send his people manna from heaven, to 
nourish them in the desert ? He desires 
his people, in return, to consecrate to him 
an omer of that manna, and to place a 
golden vase full of it in the ark, to be 
there, as it were, in the very bosom of 
the Deity. Does he give com and herds 
to the Israelites? He commands the 
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Israelites to present to him the first-fruits 
of the field, and the first-bom of the herd, 
and to offer sacrifices of both for ever 
and ever. In a word, this order is man- 
ifest in the things of salvation. God 
sanctifies us, and we also sanctify him. 
" Sanctify the Lord of Hosts," said 
Isaiah ; " Sanctify the Lord in your 
hearts," said St. Peter. God justifies us, 
and we justify God. " Wisdom is justified 
of her children;" "And the publicans," 
said St. Luke, "justified God, being bap- 
tised with the baptism of John." God 
glorifies us, and we also glorify QoA. 
" Glorify God in your bodies, and in your 
spirits, which are God's." Just so, then, 
God blesses us, and we also bless him; 
and the well-beiQg, as much as the duty 
of man, is dependant upon this holy 
intercourse. It never stops without ia- 
terfering with both. If God withhold 
his blessing, we suffer loss ; man is miser- 
able. If man is ungrateful, and neglects 
to offer deserved praise, he renounces his 
duty — ^he becomes criminal. In order. 
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then, that we be at once dutiful and 
happy, it is necessary that uninterrupted 
communion be carried on between man 
and God, and that we say with St. Paul, 
" Blessed be God who hath blessed us. 

It is true, my brethren, that the two 
kinds of blessing of which we have been 
speaking are very different. For when 
God blesses us, he bestows upon us real 
benefit, solid advantage, positive gain. 
But when we bless God, our benediction 
consists but in words, in thanksgivings, 
and in praises. "For our goodness ex- 
tendeth not to him and, indeed, what 
can we render to him that is not his own ? 
Everything we possess is the fruit of his 
liberality, the gift of his grace. All that 
we can do, then, is to acknowledge his 
benefits, and to praise and honour him for 
them, with the homage of our hearts and 
the confession of our lips. Hence, the 
culpability which is involved in the neglect 
of this duty. For how detestably ungrate- 
ful it would be if for his deeds we were 



* Psalm xvi. 2. 
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unwilling to render toorde^ refusing even 
to speak well of him who has done so 
much for us, and that, too, in a way so 
marvellously bountiful. Not that Qod 
derives any benefit from our praises, or 
that our eulogies could augment his glory. 
Far otherwise, for it is certain, that how- 
ever we strive to celebrate the Eternal, we 
always fall short, — ^no expression of our's 
can ever adequately set forth the infinite 
greatness of his worth. His glory is per- 
fect in himself, and needs not aid from 
any of his creatures. It is not diminished 
by the blasphemy of his foes, nor increased 
by the praises of his friends. As the 
smoke of our incense ascending to the 
sky far from increasing, only darkms and 
obscures the brightness of the sun; so 
our blessing as it rises upward to God, 
instead of augmenting, rath« clouds and 
bedims, in some respects, the light of his 
incomprehensible majesty. What can all 
our hymns, even the very best (rf them, 
add to that eternal glory which the ador- 
able persons of the Trinity give to each 
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other, and reciprocate in the Godhead? 
Eor the Father glorifies the Son, and the 
Son glorifies the Father ; and the Father 
and the Son incessantly glorify the Holy 
Ghost. Besides, has not God myriads 
of angels who celebrate his name in a 
manner which we never can equal ? How 
rude and disagreeable are our voices when 
compared with their's. How destitute of 
grace our feeble tones when compared with 
the admirable, the melodious harmony of 
these heavenly choristers, who before his 
throne unite in singing, "Holy, holy, 
holy, is the Lord of Hosts, the whole 
earth is full of his glory." So, then, 
when we bless God, when we praise him, 
we do so not because his glory depends 
upon us, but because it is at once our 
duty and our privilege to show him this 
mark of our gratitude. For would it be 
reasonable that he should constantly be 
showing us kindness, and that we should 
never give him any token of our thankful- 
ness, —that his hands should be constantly 
stretched out for our help, while our 

K 
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mouths remain as constantly dumb to hig 
praise, — that he should be ever giving to uaj, 
we never oflfering even thanksgiving to him? 
And as all we can give him is at most but 
little (but words, prayers, and praises,) 
would it not be black and monstrous in* 
gratitude to withhold it? Blessed, then^ 
blessed be God who has blessed us ! 

The true employment of man is to bless 
God, for it is certain that he created us to 
glorify and to honour him, having endowed 
us with a faculty manifestly designed for 
this purpose. The power of speech he has 
given to man alone of all his creatm'es, as 
if he would tell him that he is the tongue 
of the world, — the mouthpiece of the uni- 
verse, and that it is his especial work to 
sing and praise for all others. Nothing 
can be more striking than the sentiment 
and language of Epictetus on this subject. 
That poor Pagan, ignorant as he was, so 
clearly recognised his duty in this respect, 
that he expressed himself in the following 
truly admirable manner : — " Were I a 
►nightingale," said he, " I would sing nigjit 
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ind day, but since I am a man, I will 
bless God;*' wishing thereby to say, that 
it was not more natural for that melodious 
bird to sing, than for man to bless his 
Creator, — ^that to act conformably to the 
nature of our being, we ought to praise 
God just as, following its instinct, the 
nightingale pours out its various and 
beautiful notes, — ^that as it would be a 
wonder to find such a songster mute and 
silent amidst the gaities of spring, so it 
ought to be a marvel to find a man who 
does not glorify God during all the days 
of his life. For, adds this philosopher, 
everywhere there is manifest the greatness 
of God, and whether we wander in the 
fields, or stroll about the town, — whether 
we contemplate the sun by day, or gaze at 
the stars by night, all declare the glory 
of God, and call forth his praise. Pagan 
man! how dost thou shame those chris- 
tians, and how thou shalt one day condemn 
them, who, possessed of knowledge greater 
beyond all comparison than thine own, so 
far from honouring, only blaspheme God, 
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return him cursing for his blessing, and 
pay him for all the favours which he heaps 
upon them with outrage and ingratitude I 
See, then, how Epictetus and St, Paul 
preach one and the same doctrine, — ^the 
former the apostle of nature, the latter 
the philosopher of grace. Both teach us 
to bless God, but St Paul goes far be- 
yond Epictetus, whose praises burst forth 
amidst the works of nature only, whilst 
the Apostle's rise far higher, as they cele- 
brate the mercy and imspeakable goodness 
which shine in the wonders of grace. 
"Blessed be God," saith the apostle of 
nature, but further he could not go. 
"Blessed be God" cried Paul, too, but 
here he did not stop; to a course so 
limited he would not be confined. He 
presses forward to higher and more ex- 
alted praise, and guided by the spirit 
which enlightened him, he adds, "Who 
is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.'* 
Such is the voice of the gospel, and such 
is peculiarly the language of Christianity : 
in fa^t, St. Paul used it to bless God ex- 
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pressly as a christian. Before the advent 
o£ our Saviour, men certainly blessed God 
in their religion and in their worship; 
before the law and under the law they 
said, "Blessed be God," but it was in a 
way very different from the Apostle. 
"Blessed be the Eternal, the God of 
Shem," said Noah; " Blessed be the Eter- 
nal, the God of my master Abraham," 
said Eleazor; "Blessed be the Eternal, 
the God of Israel," said David ; " Blessed 
be the Eternal, the God of our fathers," 
said Ezra. But this was all that the 
patriarchs and the prophets and the Israel- 
ites could say before the coming of the 
Holy One and the Just. This was all 
that Adam and Abraham and Moses could 
teach to their children, their descendants, 
or their disciples. But the gospel carried 
a new language through the world, and 
teaches men to say, " Blessed be God, who 
is not only the God of Shem, or of Abra- 
ham, or of Israel, but * who is the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.' " It is thus 
that Paul the Apostle of Jesus Christ 
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woiild distinguish himself from Saul the 
Apostle and emissary of the synagogue, — 
Paul, the Jew, converted and baptised from 
the unbelieving and merely circumcised 
of his countrymen. Por these really con- 
sidered God as the Father of Christ, of 
the Messiah, since they knew that the 
Messiah must be, in fact, the Son of God. 
But they did not regard him as the Father 
of Jesus Christ, because they did not 
recognise Jesus as the Christ and the 
Messiah ; and not believing that God was 
his Father, they considered him merely 
as the son of Joseph and Mary, and said 
in their blindness, " Is not this the son. 
of a carpenter, and are not his father 
and mother with us ?" But faith, which 
shows us by irrefragable evidence that 
Jesus is the true Christ of God, predicted 
and promised in the ancient oracles, leads 
us to regard him at the same time as the 
Eternal Son of the heavenly Father, and, 
consequently, to say, "Blessed be God, who 
is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ." 
But it is not simply with respect to hiii 
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divinity that St. Paul speaks after this 
manner. For God is not only the Father 
of Christ with regard to his divinity by 
the eternal generation of the Logos, or 
Word, who is the adorable fruit of his 
divine mind; but he is also the Father 
of his holy humanity by the incarnation, 
that is to say, by the personal union of 
two natures in the Redeemer. For as on 
account of this adorable union the blessed 
virgin is called the mother of God, that 
which was conceived in her being God in 
unity of person ; so, for the same reason, 
the Eternal Father is the Father of the 
son of Mary, because he, whom God had 
begotten in his bosom before all ages, is 
truly man in one and the same person. 
It was for this reason that, in the ninth 
century, one Felix, of Urgel, and some 
other bishops of Spain, having taught 
that Jesus, as a man, was the adopted 
Son of God, and that only, Charlemagne 
immediately assembled a coimcil, by which 
this error was condemned. And, besides, 
that great emperor himself, who certainly 
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very much liked theology, wrote against 
that false doctrine, proving that the man 
Christ Jesus was the true and proper Son 
of God, as well as the Son of the virgin. 
It is in this sense that St. Paul here 
calls God " the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ;" for hy the great mystery of the 
incarnation, the Son of man hecame the 
eternal and essential Son of God. This is 
the grand truth which calls forth from 
the great Apostle enthusiastic hursts of 
thanksgiving and praise. It is this which 
leads him to hless the Eternal, for it is 
this Messed paternity which has opened 
to us all the invaluable treasures of 
heaven. Without this we should have 
had nothing to hope for. If the great 
God, the Father of the Eternal Word, 
had not from eternity resolved to become^ 
the Father of Jesus Christ, in the fulness 
of the times, never should we have had 
access to his throne, never been partakers 
of his grace, and never had a right to 
his inheritance. He never would have 
acknowledged us as his children: for 
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naturally we are his enemies, and if we 
become his children, it is only by our 
connection with Jesus Christ, by whom 
God has reconciled the world, by whom 
he has truly adopted us, through whom 
he has condescended to look upon ujs, 
turning upon us an eye of benevolence, 
and rendering us sharers in his blessings* 
This is the reason why Jesus Christ, on 
the eve of his ascension to heaven, spake 
thus, " I go to my Father and your 
Father." Notice this order: he says, 
"My Father;" before he says, "Your 
Father," because he was first Christ's 
Father, and our adoption into the num- 
ber of his children is but the result, the 
consequences of his wonderful Sonship, 
which is the true cause of our's, " 2%i*," 
cried the heavenly Father, at his baptism 
and at his transfiguration, " This is my 
beloved Son in whom I am well pleased." 
Observe how he speaks,— it is not in the 
present, but in a past tense.* He does not 
say, in whom I am at present well pleased, 

* See the. Orig^inal Greek, Matt. xvii. 5, Mark i. 11, &c. 
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but in whom I have ever been so. And 
why does he make this difference? We 
answer, — ^to point out the distinction bei- 
tween Jesus Christ and the rest of the sons 
of God. As to the latter, God takes plea- 
sure in them, — ^he loves them, — ^he adorns 
them with his graces, — ^he crowns them 
with his glory, — and he formally calls 
the church, My delight is in her.*** 
But still he takes no delight in the elect, 
but as he took it first in his beloved Son ; 
and if he had not placed his love thus 
upon this Eternal Son of his love, never 
would he have turned for a single moment 
his friendly and paternal eye upon ua. 
" Blessed, then, truly blessed for ever be 
the God and Father of our Lord Jems 
Christ^** since from him, in this grand 
and adorable character, we obtain all the 
good we can acquire on earth, or hope to 
possess in the skies. So, then, you see, 
that when St. Paul calls God " the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ," his great ob- 

♦ Isaiah Ixii. 4. Hebrew — Hephzibah. 
French — Mon bon plaisir est en elle. 
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ject if we may say so, is to show us 
heaven opened to shower down upon us 
every kind of blessing and of favour. 
"Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us 
with all spiritual blessings." 

II. What wisdom, my brethren, in this 
expression of the Apostle! How well 
chosen are all his t^i'nis, — how very ap- 
propriate, — how well they suit the subject 
on which he treats ! St. Paul had intro- 
duced God to us in the character of the 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and, 
therefore, it was necessary that the bless- 
ings of which he intended to speak in the 
sequel, should be in character with the 
alliance of Christ Jesus, and this he fully 
shows they are in the description which 
he gives of the blessings of God. In this 
description he employs two terms equally 
remarkable : he says, God has blessed us 
with spiritual blessings, and with all 
spiritual blessings. 

He has blessed us with spritual bless- 
ings. And why, think you, (ioes he say 
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that these blessings are spiritual f He 
says so in opi>osition to those of the law^ 
the most part of which were temporal^ 
God then promising to men, as the reward 
of their obedience, good things for the 
body, earthly gain, and prosperity in the 
present life, as you see expressly stated^ 
and fully set forth, in the twenty-eighth 
chapter of Deuteronomy : — " And it shall 
come to pass, if thou shalt hearken dili- 
gently unto the voice of the Lord thy Grod, 
to observe and to do all his conmiand- 
ments which I command thee this day, 
that the Lord thy Grod will set thee on 
high above all nations of the earth : And 
all these blessings shall come on thee, and 
overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto 
the voice of the Lord thy God. Blessed 
shalt thou be in the city, and blessed shalt 
thou be in the field. Blessed shall be the 
fruit of thy body, and the fruit of thy 
ground, and the fruit of thy cattle, the 
increase of thy kine, and the flocks of thy 
iheep. Blessed shall be thy basket and 
thy store. .Blessed shalt thou be whea 
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thou comest in, and blessed shalt thou be 
when thou goest out. The Lord shall 
cause thine enemies that rise up against 
thee to he smitten before thy face : they 
shall come out agamst thee one way, and 
flee before thee seven ways. The Lord 
shall command the blessing upon thee in 
thy store-houses, and in all that thou set- 
test thine hand unto; and he shall bless 
thee in the land which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee." So spake the law, and such 
are the blessings which it promised : bless- 
ings of com and of fruits, — blessings of 
the herd and of the flock, — ^blessings in 
the basket and in the store, — blessings in 
the city and in the field; in short, the 
blessings promised by it were temporal. 
And no one need wonder at this, for the 
law was but the renovation of nature, 
and so it was fit that it should offer only 
the gifts and the benefits of nature. It 
had a merely human mediatot, Moses, a 
frail and feeble man, and, like all the 
other sons of Adam, sinful and mortal. 
It was only reasonable, then, that such 

L 
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an one should offer but carnal blessings. 
The law promised a portion of the earth — 
a land flowing with milk and honey, and 
those who kept it were led to expect 
such temporal reward, such good things 
of the world. It was intended for a 
time of infancy, the age of the childhood 
of the church ; and, hence, it treated 
men as children, so that just as you at- 
tract and lead such Avith things of small 
value and little worth, with toys and 
sweets and gilded trinkets, because they 
cannot appreciate anything more real and 
valuable, so, under the law, men were 
in the feebleness of infancy, and Grod 
kept them to their duty by temporal 
considerations, because they were not yet 
in a condition properly to estimate the 
spiritual blessings which were reserved 
for the gospel, when the church should 
consist of men, when it should have 
come of age and reached its matu- 
rity. But the blessings of the present 
dispensation are spiritual, in character 
with the nature of the Mediator of the 
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new covenant, who is wholly and entirely 
a spiritual and heavenly man, — with that 
of the reward which is the happiness of 
heaven and not of earth, — and with the 
genius of the doctrine which is the minis- 
tration of the Spirit and not of the letter, 
— and with the nature of the worship and 
service of God, which, under the gospel, 
are in Spirit and in truth. It was neces- 
sary, then, that the blessings should be 
spiritual in their nature as in reality they 
are, because they are purely intellectual 
and heavenly graces, — ^in their cause and 
commencement, because they proceed from 
the Spirit of God, — ^in their subject, be- 
cause they are received into the heart of 
man, — ^in their effect, because they tend 
to perfect the soul, and to impart to it 
all the fine and ennobling dispositions 
which render it a partaker of the divine 
nature, by the imitation of the character 
of God, and the impression of his image, 
which consists of " righteousness and true 
holiness." These are real blessings, the 
chief blessings, — ^blessings better and more 
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important far than any that are merely 
carnal. For as the soul is nobler and 
more to be considered than the body, — ^as 
heaven is higher than the earth, — ^and as 
eternity is longer than time, so do spiritual 
exceed all temporal blessings. We axe 
quite aware that flesh and blood think 
otherwise, but flesh and blood are most 
unfit judges of those matters; they do 
not understand them, — ^they cannot com- 
prehend the things of the Spirit ; and to 
make them the judges of the value and 
excellence of spiritual blessings, would 
not be less absurd than to submit a 
question in philosophy to one of the very 
lowest of the inferior creation. It is the 
soul, and the soul enlightened by Grod, 
which alone can speak of the blessings 
of the Spirit ; and if you listen to that 
Divine Being, he will tell you that there 
is no comparison between temporal and 
spiritual blessings,— that the former are 
common to us with mere animals, while 
the latter elevate us to the rank of angels, 
— that the former are fitted for the body. 
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which is hut a piece of clay, an handful 
of dust, and destined to he food for worms, 
while the latter adorn the soul, which is 
an emanation of the Deity, and, like him- 
self, is immortal and incorruptible, — that 
the former give us only an interest in the 
earth, while the latter assure us of the 
inheritance of heaven, — ^that the former 
are evanescent and temporary, that they 
endure only for a very little while, but 
that the latter are imperishable and 
eternal, — ^that the former cannot defend 
against the approach of death, nor save 
from the severity of the judgment, while 
the latter effectually insure us against 
both, and that whosoever is a partaket of 
them has nothing to fear, either from the 
curse of the law or the dread tribunal of 
the Almighty, for " there is no condemn- 
ation to them who are in Christ Jesus." 
Oh ! how unspeakably better are spiritual 
blessings than those which are merely 
earthly! The latter are but the crumbs 
which fall from the master's table, left 
to be picked up by little dogs, but the 
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former are the bread of true children, 
nourished and brought up for a blessed 
immortality, — the latter are the husks of 
swine which prodigal sons, and sensual 
and vicious families eat in common with 
the beasts, but the former are the manna 
of angels, and the incorruptible fruits of 
paradise, — the latter are like the gifts 
which Abraham bestowed upon his serv- 
ants in common with his children, little 
temporal comforts, a mere provision for 
the present life, but the former are the 
inheritance and patrimony of our heavenly 
Pather which, as the real estates to the 
firstborn, belong to those who possess the 
true spiritual primogeniture. In a word, 
it is certain, that there are no real bless- 
ings but those which are spiritual; all 
others are but a name, — are only so called 
by an accommodation of language, as you 
say of a dead body, that it is a man, while 
it wants both the form and the essence of 
humanity. 

That you may fully understand what we 
now state, carefully consider, we beseech 
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you, the manner in which the Sovereign 
Judge of the world will speak to men on 
that day when they appear before his 
tribunal to receive the final sentence. 
" Come," he will say to some, " ye blessed 
of my Father " Depart ye cursed," he 
will say to others. And who, think you, 
will then be the blessed, — ^who the cursed, 
— who the happy, — who the miserable? 
They will be the blessed and the happy, 
who have aided and assisted the needy, — 
who have loved their fellow men, — and 
who have lived conformably to the will 
of God. They alone will be happy who 
have shared in those spiritual blessings 
which fit for living in the fear of the 
Lord, and according to the precepts of his 
word. All the rest will be accursed, 
whatever riches they may have possessed, 
— with whatever dignity and honour they 
may have been crowned on earth, — and 
whatever delicacies and luxuries they may 
have enjoyed. So you see, temporal bless- 
ings are not true blessings, because they 
do not secure their possessor from being 
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accursed of God, and condemned to eternal 
fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 
No, my brethren, there are no true bless- 
ings but those which are spiritual. What 
is it to be blessed of God ? It is not 
simply to be possessed of good things, 
but good things which proceed from his 
love; and from this source, those only 
which are spiritual and saving necessarily 
flow. That earthly and temporal good 
things do not always proceed from this 
source is evident, for God often gives 
them to men who are under his wrath 
and curse, for the purpose of destroying 
them in his anger, as quails to the Israel- 
ites to kill them, and as glory and honour 
to the proud Haman, that his ruin and 
overthrow might be the more palpable 
and notorious. But spiritual and heavenly 
good things flow, without any doubt, from 
that divine fountain— God's love. Such 
are true blessings, and it will be emphati- 
caUy through these that God, at the close 
of time, will give the last token of his 
love to his children. Then the Lord 
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will call them the blessed of his Pather. 

St. Paul, in showing us the nature of 
true blessing, is not satisfied with calling 
it spiritual^ but he would also notice its 
extent by describing it as all spiritual 
blessing, and this he does to distinguish 
it from that enjoyed under the law. Por 
it is very true, that under the ancient 
economy, spiritual blessings were not un- 
known. God did not then absolutely and 
entirely withhold them from his people; 
he then gave the faithful an interest in 
them for their consolation, and for the 
sanctification of their hearts, and then his 
spirit of regeneration and grace wrought 
in the heart of man, because without it 
they could have obtained neither faith nor 
holiness. But although at that time God 
bestowed spiritual blessings, he did so only 
to a limited extent, he did not display all, 
he gave, if I may so speak, only a fore- 
taste; but under the dispensation of Jesus 
Christ, he grants all, discovers and commu- 
nicates all to man — all without exception, 
and without reserve. He has blessed us 
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with all spiritual blessings of every kind, 
and in the sreatest abundance. I sav first 
of every kind^ for there are two kinds of 
spiritual blessings. Some are extraordi- 
nary and miraculous, but not saving 
and sanctifying ; others are ordinary, 
bxit sanctitjing, and in&Uibly secure sal- 
vation. The former are the light of 
prophesy, the gift of tongues, power of 
healing, and woiking miracles ; the latter 
are futh, hope, and charity, the virtues 
and dispositions of truly futhful souls. 
In both thcise kiads, God^ under the 
gospel, abimdantly manifested his grace, 
bestowing not only the ordinaiy gifts 
of the Spirit, but also those which are 
extiaordkuMnr and miractilous, and, con- 
seqiieiitly> St. Psiul could say, that God 
has Wkrssed us with «// spiritual blessings. 
At the eoinmencemeiit of diristisaiitv, 
thiew wimdexlul ecwimtmictitioiis of the 
Spirit of God WW fir>e<qu»it in the ch^arch. 
Tliteti tlie STOit Biaymty of tlie Csithful 
WW prophet^) — men of rare gifts, and 
(dfiviiiif^ sinaw' of whom feir^^^ 
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future events, revealing things to be 
fulfilled in after ages, whilst others spake 
different languages and tongues which 
they had never studied and learnt, or 
healed the victims of the most inveterate 
and incurable diseases without the use of 
medicine, or wrought miracles which as- 
tonished and confounded the whole world ; 
and whereas formerly in Israel there ap- 
peared but few prophets at a time — often 
but one in a province, and during a whole 
generation ; at the birth of the christian 
church, thousands were seen all at once, 
crowding in such numbers that St. Paul, 
fearing that their multitude would create 
confusion and inconvenience, reminded 
them that "the spirits of the prophets 
are subject to the prophets." It is, how- 
ever, true, that here St. Paul does not 
properly refer to these extraordinary gifts 
which continued only for a short season, 
and ceased when the truth of Christianity 
had been fully conj&rmed, but rather to 
those blessings which will continue to the 
end of the worlds Those extraordinary 
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gifts were granted to particular persons, 
whereas the Apostle's object is to notice 
blessings which were common to all the 
faithful, and, hence, you see in what 
follows our text, that he mentions only 
those which are saving and sanctifying. 

The blessings, then, which the Apostle 
calls spiritual are such as these : effectual 
calling, free justification, gracious adop- 
tion, the illumination of the mind, the 
regeneration of the soul, peace of con- 
science, and all the virtues of the christian. 
With regard to the word all in our text, 
it refers to the abundance of graces with 
which God has favoured us under the new 
testament, for formerly, under the law, 
he did not pour out all his blessing on 
his children. He extended to them only 
a small part of it, — so small that even St. 
John himself did not hesitate to say, that 
the Holy Ghost was not yet given, because 
it was not then bestowed but to a very 
small extent compared with what it was 
in after times. There was little light, 
little knowledge, little eonsolatioHj — ^but 
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a small share of gifts at that time. The 
church then rather resembled the Arabian 
desert, where it existed for forty years 
under the guidance of Moses. For as 
that wilderness was a dry, arid, and sandy 
place, watered only by a small stream 
flowing from Horeb, so the church, before 
the coming of Jesus Christ, comparatively 
speaking, experienced all the disadvan- 
tages of a spiritual drought, God having 
then sent forth only a small rivulet of the 
mystic waters of the Holy Ghost, cooling 
and moderating just as little as can well 
be conceived his thirst of justice. But 
under the new testament he has opened 
all the fountaias of his grace, spreading 
it with amazing and glorious eflFect, so 
much so, that the church now resembles 
that terrestrial paradise which was irri- 
gated by several grand rivers, along with 
whose waters rolled both pearls and gold ; 
since, in fact, under the gospel it is itself 
an Eden, a delightful garden, through all 
parts of which flow the graces of heaven, 
— ^rivers which carry along with them, in 
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their course, wealth more enriching than 
the most invaluable of metals, and orna- 
ments more exquisite than the most 
precious of gems. 

III. God, then, has truly blessed ns 
with all spiritual blessings. But where 
does this blessing of God come upon us, — 
in what place, and how ? St. Paul answers 
this question in the text, and says, " God 
has blessed us,*' that is to say, justified, 
regenerated, sanctified us in heavenly 
places. Now this, no doubt, presents a 
difficulty to your minds, and you ask. 
How can that be, — are we or were we 
ever m heavenly places ? Do we not live 
here upon the earth ? Do we not creep 
along the dust of this nether world during 
our whole life ? " No man hath ascended 
up to heaven but the Son of Man, who 
is in heaven." How, then, has God 
blessed us, that is, filled us with his 
grace in hea/oen where we are not? It 
may weU be said, that he has blessed us 
from heaven while we ajre yet upon earthy 
but to assert that he has blessed us m 
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heaven^ where we never have been, seems 
paradoxical. To escape from this difB.- 
culty, some give another meaning to the 
text, observing what is perfectly true, that 
in the origiaal there is no word corres- 
ponding to ^'plaoesj' as in our version, 
and that St. Paul strictly quoted simply 
says, that " God has blessed us with all 
^iritual blessings in heaverdy^^ and to 
make the sentence perfect they supply not 
pldces but ^^thmgs;'^ and according to 
their rendering and explanation of the 
passage, the meaning of the Apostle is, 
that God has blessed us with his grace 
in heavenly things^ — in the things which 
respect not the earth but heaven, so ena- 
bling us to labour not for the good things 
of the world and time, but for those of 
eternity. But this is rejecting St. Paul 
in order to explain St. Paul, for this 
Apostle constantly employs the language 
now under consideration to describe " hed- 
venly places^^^ and of this the very epistle 
from which our text is selected — the 
epistle to the Ephesians — ^furnishes four 
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examples. In the twentieth verse of the 
first chapter it is said, that God having 
raised Christ from the dead, "set him at 
his own right hand in the heavenly^^ 
where it is evident that the Apostle 
means heavenly plcbcesj because there the 
Saviour is seated at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high. Then in the second 
chapter it is written, "God hath raised 
us up together with Christ, and made us 
sit together ia heavenly^ that is, in hea- 
venly places in Christ." So, also, in the 
third chapter it is said, "that now, by 
the church, the manifold wisdom of God 
might be known unto the principalities 
and powers in heavenly y that is to say, 
might be known to angels in heaven.** 
And in the sixth chapter, speaking of 
demons, St. Paul calls them "spiritual 
wickednesses in heavenly* ^^ac^«," because 
these evU spirits being the "powers of 
the air,'* reign with tremendous violence 
in the r^ons of that expanse which the 

* English version, " high places but in the Greek; 
and French, " heavenly places." 
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scripture calls the " first heaven." We 
need not, then, give the words of our text 
a sense diflferent from that in which they 
are generally employed by the Apostle. 

Some have thought that the difficulty 
which we have now been considering can 
be best explained by supposing that the 
text says, that God has blessed us "^br 
heaven," because his spiritual and saving 
blessings conduct us to heaven, leading us 
thitherward in the way of sanctification, 
that at last we may behold the face of 
God in righteousness in the communion 
of his glory. But this is to impute to 
St. Paul what he has not uttered. He 
does not say that God has blessed us for, 
but ifi heavenly places. Let us take his 
words, then, just as they are, and in 
the sense in which he usually employs 
them. By heavenly let us understand 
hemen, and then we say, that there is 
nothing more just and more reasonable 
than the doctrine of the holy Apostle 
when he says, that " God has blessed us 
in heavenly places'' How can that be. 
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say you, since we are not in heaven? 
My brethren, St. Paul explains himself 
when he says, that God has blessed us 
there m Christ These two words dispel 
the obscurity, and remove the difl&culty. 
When you repeat the question now, and 
ask, Are we in heavenly places ? Are we 
in heaven ? I answer. Yes. Do you 
again say. How can this be? I answer. 
We are there in Christ. We are not, 
indeed, there in our own persons, which 
yet creep along the dust of this world, 
but we are there in the person of Christ, 
our head, who has gone there on his owa 
account and on our's. Can you desire 
a better interpreter of Paul than Paul 
himself? That great Apostle tells us, 
that God has made us sit together in 
heavenly places in Jesus Christ, And 
is it so ? Are we sitting there now while 
we are yet * in our earthly course, still 
pursuing our earthly pilgrimage? Yes, 
says the doctor of the Gentiles, we are 
so now in the person of Christ, who has 
there taken his seat in the name of all 



M. DU BOSC. 



141 



the faithfiil. Thus, then, God has blessed 
us in heavenly places in Christ, because 
the mighty Saviour has received of his 
Father blessings for all his children. My 
brethren, all that Christ did, — all that he 
suffered, — all that he received, — all that 
he executed, — all that he accomplished, 
he did, he received, he accomplished for 
the church. Did he die ? It was for us ; 
and hence it is said, that we are "dead 
in him," and "if one died for all, then 
were all dead," that is, in Christ. Was 
he crucified ? It was for us ; and hence 
it is said, that we are "crucified with 
him." " I am crucified with Christ," 
saith St. Paul, and " our old man is cru- 
cified with him, that the body of sin 
might be destroyed." Did he rise again ? 
It was for us ; and hence it is said, that 
we are "risen with Christ." "He has 
raised us up together," saith the Apostle, 
"for in that he died he died unto sin 
once, but in that he liveth he liveth unto 
God. Likewise reckon ye also yourselves 
to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive imto 
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God through Jesus Christ our Lord.'* 
Finally, Has he ascended to heaven, and is 
he seated at the right hand of the Eternal 
Father? He is there for us; and hence 
the scripture affirms, that we are " seated 
with him" in the same glory in which 
he now rejoices, for he has gone as our 
forerunner, there to "prepare a place" 
for us. We, then, say, that just as lie 
has received in heaven all the gifts of 
his Father, and as he possesses them in 
the greatest fulness, in his character as 
head of the church, so we are blessed 
with all spiritual blessings in heavenly 
places in that divine Redeemer. When 
a prince grants a fief to any of his sub- 
jects, all his posterity become entitled 
through him, — ^the right is acquired for 
all his descendants the moment of his 
investiture, whenever he secure* the title. 
It is very true that they do not enjoy it, 
but as they successively come into the 
world, nevertheless, there is no need for 
a new right to be conferred upon each 
as they are bom, because it is a settled 
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moment of the investiture of their father 
(or other ancestor), because they are all 
regarded as having received their fief in 
him; so God, the great King of the 
imiverse, having placed all his treasures 
in the hands of his Son on his exaltation 
and entrance into heaven, all the spiritual 
seed of Christ were put in possession of 
them at the same time with him. It is 
true that each enjoys his possession only 
as he comes into the world, and enters 
the church by a saving call, but, never- 
theless, the right was acquired for all 
the faithful on the investiture of their 
Saviour at his glorious ascension, so that 
it may be affirmed, that at that time we 
were blessed with all spiritual blessings 
in heavenly places in Christ. 

From what has been said, you ought 
to learn, my brethren, that divine graces 
and blessings were not properly acquired 
and secured until the entrance of our Lord 
into heaven, since we were not blessed but 
in him, and in him in heavenly places. 
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Until then the gifts of God were not 
showered down upon men, that is to say, 
they were not until then communicated to 
them in all their fulness and abundance. 
Until then they had not experienced all 
spiritual blessing, and hence St. John 
says, that the " Spirit was not yet given,** 
that is to say, given to such a marvellous 
extent as afterwards, for, adds he, "Jesus 
was not yet glorified." The reason is 
evident. It was necessary that Jesus 
should be in possession of his royalty 
before God gave him the dispensation of 
his treasures and of his riches. Now 
it was properly, by his glorification in 
heaven, that he took possession of his 
kingdom, because it was then he ascended 
the throne of the universe to reign over 
the church militant and triumphant, and 
to subdue all things under his feet. 
Whence it came that the penitent thief, 
inspired by heaven, said to him on the 
cross, "Lord, remember me when thou 
comest into thy kingdom,'' meaning, that 
glorious kingdom on which he should 
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mter by his exaltation in heaven, Tor 
the same reason St. Paul says, that it 
was necessary for the ascension of Jesus 
Christ to precede the outpouring of hea- 
venly gifts, " having ascended up on high, 
he received gifts for men." We have 
truly been " blessed in him," then, " with 
all spiritual blessings in heavenly places," 
since it was in these high places that God 
placed in his hands the government of 
the world, — ^that he committed to him at 
the same time all gifts, that he might 
bestow them on the church according to 
his own wisdom, and give to each his 
portion for his own private good, or for 
the public benefit and edification. 

It was this which ravished the Apostle's 
heart, and drew blessing and thankgiving 
and praise from his lips ; and this, my 
brethren, should draw similar outpourings 
of heart from us, if we would enter into 
St. Paul's spirit, which was the Spirit 
of God. Spiritual blessings, heavenly gifts, 
and saving graces, which bring man into 
communion with Jesus Christ, were the 
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foundation of his joy, the burden of his 
song of gratitude, and such should be the 
subject of our thanksgiving, the object of 
our highest regard, if we are really chris- 
tians. But Oh ! holy Apostle, that thou 
shouldest have so few imitators ! that thy 
way shoxild be so little followed ! that the 
dispositions of men shoxild be so contrary 
to thine! They value nothing but tem- 
poral and earthly blessings. They seek 
not, — they desire not, — they think not of 
aught but these. Alasl to these alone 
are they alive, and if ever they say 
Blessed be God, it is when they acquire 
these gross and worldly possessions which 
serve only to gratify their senses, and 
satisfy their carnal desires. Verily, you 
often enough see men blessing God for 
such material and earthly good things. 
A husbandman gazing over his fields, and 
beholding the well-filled ears of com as 
they wave before him, and promise a rich 
and abundant harvest, cannot forbear 
from saying, Blessed be God who delights 
me with such a prospect, and who is 
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sending me such plenty for myself and 
my family. A merchant who sees his 
vessels entering the port with a rich and 
valuable cargo, lifting his eyes and his 
hands to heaven, exclaims, Blessed be 
God who has protected my ships fron^ the 
winds and waves, and who has secured 
them against the attacks of pirates, and 
who has brought them home in safety, 
that I may secure my profit and augment 
my gains. A father when he sees his 
son returning with honour from the army, 
or raised to some place of responsibility 
or trust, or appearing with credit and 
eclat on any very grand occasion, or 
entering on a desirable matrimonial al- 
liance, will most gladly say. Blessed be 
Grod who has given me such a child, and 
is pouring out upon him so many favours. 
A courtier, even, whatever that courtier 
may be, however impious and irreligious, 
on rising to some important and exalted 
position, such as advances his fortune, 
gratifies his pride, and satisfies his ambi- 
tion, could not refrain, without difficulty, 
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elude our grasp, — ^Kghtnings which flash, 
and which we cannot detain, — ^flowers 
which droop, and, in spite of us, die, — 
dreams which confuse us, — ^illusions which 
deceive us, — ^phantoms which appear but 
to impose upon us and then glide away; 
often but pompous evils, — shining af- 
flictions, — ^torments more than pleasures, 
like those involuntary bursts of laughter 
which cause grievous contortions, and 
which sometimes throw us into fits of 
the most grievous suflermg, and subject 
us to the most pitiable distress ! Oh I 
shall we always be so ill-advised as to 
make our chief concern things so frivo- 
lous, so hurtful, and so mean ! To act in 
this way is as if a man were to amuse 
himself all his days with the dolls and 
playthings of childhood, and to think of 
nothing else when his mmd should be 
occupied with the aflEairs of the state, 
and devising measures for the present 
and future good of his country. 

Let us choose, my brethren, let us 
choose what is far more worthy of us. 
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than those objects which we have now 
been noticing, — ^what is more worthy of 
the origin of our being, of our rank, of 
the immortality of our souls, — of our reli- 
gion, — of our calling, — of our hopes, and 
of (what all these motives alike lead us 
to estimate above all,) our spiritual ad- 
vantages. These last are true blessings, 
which not only come from God, but lead 
to God, — ^which unite us to him, — fill us 
with him, — ^transfer us into his image, and 
render us partakers of his divine life. 
Such blessings secure heaven, give the 
most exquisite repose which is ever found 
on earth, sanctify our life, guard against 
all that is terrible in death, and afford 
joys with which all the pleasures of earth 
cannot be compared, as David experienced 
when he said, "Thou hast put gladness 
in my heart, more than in the time that 
their com and their wine increased." 
Spiritual blessings, then, are what we 
ought most to regard, — ^what each ought 
specially to seek for himself, — and after 
which each ought to strive, making them 
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the ol)jects of his warmest aspirations, 
his highest ambition, and for the attain- 
ment of which he ought to petition in 
all his prayers, and for which he ought 
to pour out before God his warmest ex- 
pressions of thanksgiving and praise, ever 
uttering from the heart those beautiful 
words, " Blessed be God, who has blessed 
us with all spiritual blessings in Christ." 

As to temporal and earthly blessings, 
God very lately deprived us of them by 
that horrible tempest of persecution which 
drove us from our coimtry.* He has taken 
from us in his righteous indignation almost 
all that we possessed. He has wrenched 
from us all that we most desired and 
loved, and that was most precious to us 
upon earth — our country, our homes, our 
families, our parents, our friends, our pro- 
perty, our rights, our means. He has cast 
us naked and bare on these coasts in a 
strange land. But cheer up! (Courage! J my 
brethren, if God' has deprived us of earthly 
blessings, in return he has preserved for 

* See pages 55, 58, 90, aud 91. 
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US spiritual blessings. We here enjoy 
the word of Qod which is preached to 
our wish. We can here be instructed 
without let or hindrance, in the ways of 
the Lord, and study, without interruption, 
the mysteries of our religion. We can 
here participate in his august sacranaent, 
as we have comfortably done this day.* 
We can here openly profess our faith and 
avow our belief without annoyance or per- 
secution. We can here meet with our 
brethren in holy convocation to glorify 
God with them. We are here delivered 
from all that can offend our ears, and eyes, 
whilst our pious brethren, the reformed, 
who now sigh and weep in France, are 
chained in prisons, or all but buried alive 
in the dungeons of monasteries, or con- 
cealed in bams and lofts, or pits, living 
almost entirely on their tears ; yes, while 
our dear friends are enduring all these 
horrors, we can here eat with joy the 
bread, and drink with delight the cup of 
the Lord, and take our pleasure with his 

* See pages 73, 98, and 99. 
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children, at his holy table. Let us, then, 
praise God, and bless him who has blessed 
us with so many spiritual blessings of 
which he has deprived multitudes not 
more undeserving than ourselves,— mul- 
titudes who are now hungering and 
thirsting after that heavenly sustenance 
with which we are so abundantly supplied 
in this favoured land.* Temporal bless- 
ings will be added when it shall so please 
God, and we shall receive them with 
gratitude and thankfuhiess when his di- 
vine providence shall see fit again to 
favour us. Until then, let us think our- 
selves happy in the enjoyment of those 
spiritual advantages, wLioh are the chief 
and the most important. 

Such are the feelings and the sentiments 
which we ought to cherish, especially to 
day, because God, in giving us his Son 
in his holy august sacrament, has with 
him given us all his spiritual blessings, 
the pardon of our sins — ^the peace of our 
consciences — ^the comfort and consolation 
* See page 64. 



154 



DISCOURSES OF 



of our minds — ^the sanotification of our 
hearts — ^the pledge of our salvation — the 
assurance of our resurrection — ^the eamegt 
and foretaste of our eternal happiness. 
" Blessed, then, blessed be God, who hais 
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in 
Christ." Surely it becomes us, under the 
influence of the feelings and sentiments 
which we ought to cherish now, to say, 
"Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all 
that is within me, bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget 
not all his benefits." "My soul doth 
magnify the Lord; and my spirit hath 
rejoiced in God my Saviour; for he hath 
regarded the low estate of his servants 
and of his handmaidens;" for the Al- 
mighty " hath done great things for us;**^ 
"he hath filled the hungry;" he hath 
exalted them of low degree;" and "his 
mercy is on them that fear him, j&t)m 
generation to generation." 

Thus ought we to bless God to-day, 
and thus ought we to bless him all the 
days of our life, under a sense of his 
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kindness, and in acknowledgment of his 
favours. But let us remember, my bre- 
thren, that God is chiefly honoured by 
our works. It is to the credit of a good 
master to have good disciples. An arti- 
zan is commended for his works, and a 
tree is praised for its fruits. God, my 
brethren, is our true master, and we are 
his disciples. "You shall all be taught 
of God,'* said his prophet. We are the 
workmanship of this great and adorable 
workman. We are the fruit of this tree 
of life and immortality. Let us show, 
then, by our manners, that we have the 
spirit of his true disciples, testifying, by 
a holy life, that we are his workmanship, 
created unto good works. Let us endea- 
vour so to conduct ourselves, that all our 
actions may be as so many very whole- 
some fruits, in good condition, and in 
proper season, and well filled with the 
juice of grace, and thereby we shall bless 
the Eternal in the way which, of all 
others, is the most agreeable to himself. 
Thereby we shall invite all others to bless 
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him with us; for makiiig our light to 
shine before men, and showing them our 
good works, we shall induce them to 
glorify our Father who is in heaven. 
Thereby we shall worthily sustain our 
part in that grand concert of his crea- 
tures, who praise and bless their Creator 
each in his own way, and according to 
his ability. Thereby we shall imitate 
those immortal hosts of angels and of 
happy spirits, who are in the church tri- 
umphant, where, without ceasing, they 
glorify the Saviour, and we shall be as 
so many sacred echoes respondiog to their 
sentiments and their songs. Thereby we 
shall one day enter their divine assembly, 
to mingle our hymns with their' s in the 
upper sanctuary where they dwell; and 
there it will be, my brethreji, that in the 
strict sense, filled with all the blessings 
of God, — shining with all his light, — 
crowned with all his glory, — satisfied with 
all the delights of his bouse, we shall 
address him with joy unspeakable, and 
say, "Blessed, for ever blessed be the 
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God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who hath blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in Christ.'* 
May God add his blessing, and to the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 
be honour and glory for ever and ever. 
Amen.* 



* The preceding discourse was delivered at Rotter* 
dam, April Slst, 1686. See page 99. 



ETERNAL ELECTION IN JESUS CHRIST; 

OB, 

A DISCOURSE ON THE WORDS OP ST. PAUL, IN 
HIS EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS, I. C. 3 V. : 

According as he hath chosen us in him before the 
foundation qf the world?^ 

"Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, 
but unto thy name give glory, for thy 
mercy and for thy truth's sake," was a 
prayer, my brethren, of the church of 
Israel, which you will find recorded in 
the beginning of the cxv. Psalm. Now, 
what they uttered in the way of worship, 
may be adopted by us as a form of con- 
fession of faith, for not unto us, but unto 
God, belongs all the glory of our salvation, 
which flows entirely from his mercy and 
grace. Nothing is due to us; all comes 

from on high, from the Pather of lights, 
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who is the author of all good. " O Israel, 
thou hast destroyed thyself, but in me is 
thy help found," said God by his prophet, 
that all might learn, from the example of 
Israel, that our good comes entirely from 
the Lord. We are in darkness, from God 
comes our light; we are depraved, from 
God we get holiness ; we are weak, from 
God we have strength; we are dead, of 
God we receive life ; we are imder eternal 
wrath and curse, God bestows blessing 
and salvation. We ought, then, to give 
him aU the praise, and attribute notliing 
to man. Moses took the mirrors which 
devout women presented as an oflfering 
at the door of the tabernacle, and having 
broken them, he formed them into a 
sacred vessel to the Lord; and that bur- 
nished brass, which had served to reflect 
the lovely faces of the daughters of Israel, 
and which had often tempted them to 
forget God in admiring themselves, be- 
came a laver by which might be displayed 
the beauties and the charms of the face 
of Jehovah. So, in like maimer, ought 
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we to break in pieces everything which 
exalts only ourselves. Our religion and 
its services were never intended for this 
purpose, and if we ever mix up with them, 
feelings and sentiments, which have this 
tendency, they cannot too soon or too 
completely be destroyed. Our high and 
exalted privileges were never given us 
that we might admire ourselves for our 
good works, or make a display of them 
before our fellow men, or acquire fame, 
or gain aggrandizement by any moral 
worth which we may be supposed to 
possess ; but rather on the contrary, that 
we may learn to sacrifice our love and 
high opinions of ourselves to Qod and 
his glory, and in any good that we may 
have attained to, see only him. It is 
very true that the gospel is a mirror, 
but in it you can see nothing but the 
worth of the Saviour. "We behold," 
says St. Paul, "as in a glass the glory 
of the Lord," not that of man to admire 
our own merits, but that of God and of his 
Son Jesus Christ, who is "the brightness 
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of his glory," to admire and celebrate 
their goodness and their love. This is the 
only view given by the christian revelation; 
and if, under its guidance, we ever see any 
good ia ourselves, instead of teaching us to 
applaud and to glory in ourselves, it leads 
us directly to an humble acknowledgment 
of God's favour, and to cry, "it is not 
us, but the grace of God which is in us.'^ 
This is the reason why St. Paul, — St. 
Paul, who, from beiag a pharisee, that is, 
a votary of the doctrine of human merit, 
had become an anti-pharisee, determined 
to preach nothing but free grace; this is 
the reason, we say, why that holy man, 
having said in the verse immediately pre- 
ceding our text, that "God has blessed 
us with all spiritual blessings ia heavenly 
places in Christ," lest any one should 
attribute this abundance enjoyed imder 
the gospel to any good qualities in chris- 
tians, adds, that it was owing entirely 
to the electing grace of God, with which 
he had honoured us before we came into 
the world, and even before the world itself 
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was created. " Blessed be God," said that 
great doctor of the Gentiles, " Blessed be 
God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who hath blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in Christ." 
And according to what? According to 
our merit? According to the good use 
we have made of our opportunities and 
light, or even our holy improvement of 
his holy gifts? No, by no means; but 
he says, According as he hath chosen 
us in him before the foundation of the 
world." His object evidently was, to op- 
pose the election of God to the works 
of man, in agreement with that celebrated 
passage where he says, that the "purpose 
of election stands not of works, but of 
him who calleth." 

Here, then, is the angel of grace, who 
ascends to the fountain of grace — divine 
election — the beginning and origin of all 
heavenly blessings — the great first cause 
of our salvation; and, in fact, if we 
would rightly imderstand this, to that 
lource we must also ascend. For, strictly 
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speaking, it is with our salvation as with 
Jacob's ladder, which had its diflferent 
steps, the one rising above the other, 
by which angels ascended, but these steps 
terminated only in heaven, and they 
who stopped short, halting between that 
glorious place and earth, could never see 
the whole extent of this marvellous lad- 
der. So our salvation has its diflferent 
steps^ sanctification is one, justification 
another, and eflfectual calling another; 
and these steps end only in heaven, or 
rather they reach far beyond it, in divine 
election, which penetrates even into eter- 
nity, and he who falls short of this last 
step, never can understand the whole 
economy of salvation. Since this step» 
then, is so important and so necessary, 
no one need wonder that St, Paul should 
be so ambitious of reaching it, and that 
following his example, we should wish to 
ascend to it also. I know that it is 
mysterious, that clouds and darkness are 
round about it, and about the Eternal as 
he appears on it; nevertheless, we ap- 
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proach it with confidence, knowing that 
we are not left to our own powers, nor 
dependent on our own light, for we follow 
the inspired Apostle — ^we tread only in 
the footsteps of St. Paul, of him who was 
caught up to the third heavens, and who 
happily returned well acquainted with the 
way. Every time that favoured Saint 
speaks of this glorious election of God, 
he is not only transported to the skies 
himself, but he carries others with him, 
and in such company we can travel in 
the greatest safety. We need never be 
afraid of losing the way with such a leader. 
They who go with him will assuredly re- 
turn famished with light sufficient to 
guide them aU their days. Following 
this holy Apostle, then, let us consider 
this marvellous election, and in doing so, 
we shall examine — 

I. Its nature. 

II. Its foundation. 

III. Its time. 

The first of these is suggested by the 
text, when St. Paul says, that " God hath 
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chosen us;*' the second, when he adds 
that " God hath chosen us * in him,' " 
that is, in Christ ; and the third, viz., the 
time (if you can call that time which pre- 
cedes all time) M^hen he afcms that he 
hath chosen us before the foundation 
of the world'' 

May God, the author of election, the 
Father of Jesus Christ, and who laid the 
foundation of the world, guide us in our 
meditation, and enable us to speak for his 
glory and our own edification, according 
to the holy scriptures! 

I. In all ages there have been persons 
who supposed that we ought not to preach 
upon the subject of predestination, or of 
eternal election to the people, that that 
great and impenetrable mystery ought not 
to be noticed in the public discourses of 
ministers, but rather that it should be 
treated as a fathomless abyss, on the edge 
of which we should pause, and content 
ourselves with merely gazing, and ex* 
claiming as did St. Paul, in his epistle to 
the Romans, " the depth of the riches 
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both of the wisdom and the knowledge 
of God I how unsearchable are his judge- 
ments, and his ways past finding out." 
Two of the most celebrated bishops of the 
ancient church, Prosper, of Aquitaine, 
and Holaire, of Aries, shew that this 
opinion was current in their day princi- 
pally among our Gauls, (i. e. the ancient 
Prench) and letters are still extant* which 
they wrote to St. Augustin, wishing to 
ascertain his views upon this subject, and 
especially asking him to say whether he 
thought that high and important doctrine 
should be reserved entirely for the private 
meditation of the clergy, or openly and 
publicly taught to the people :t as many 
preached it at that time in this very 
country in which we now dweU4 Perhaps 



* Augustin on the predestination of the saints. 

t Or as this and similar questions are now stated 
by modern casuists of the Popish and Puseyite School, 
and others such, whose ends are better answered by 
the nomenclature of Aristotle, than by the style of St. 
Paul. Ought this doctrine to he Esoteric or Exoteric ? 

\ Holland. See page 99. 
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the temper and fancy of these an- 
cient Gauls reign at this day in their 
descendants, and that many among us 
are persuaded that it would be better to 
be silent, and to cherish an humble 
modesty about this great mystery of pre- 
destination, than to attempt to speak 
upon it: that discussion respecting it is 
dangerous — ^that to throw light upon it is 
impossible — that it confounds reason — 
embarasses faith — that endless night en- 
velopes it in impenetrable darkness, and 
that if it ever be the subject of discmsion 
at all, it ought to be confined to colleges, 
to be disputed about by learned men 
only, and that it should never be car- 
ried into the pulpit to be preached 
to the people. But see how distinctly 
St. Paul condemns this opinion by his 
practice, for he never hesitates one mo- 
ment about speaking both of election and 
predestination to christians. He even 
conmiences his epistle to the Ephesians 
with a bold enunciation of these doctrines. 
He dwells upon them at great length, for 
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he is not content with merely stating in 
the text that God elected us before the 
foundation of the world ; but he adds in 
the following verse that he "predestinated 
us unto the adoption of children by Jesus 
Christ, to himself, according to the good 
pleasure of his will to the praise of the 
glory of his grace." He even comes over 
it again, afterwards, when he says that 
we were "predestinated according to the 
purpose of him who worketh all things 
after the counsel of his own will." Where- 
fore, St. Augustin, in replying to the two 
bishops already noticed, proves to them by 
the example of St. Paul, that this doc- 
trine ought to be openly and unreservedly 
taught. Has not (says he) the Apostle, 
the teacher of the nations, often recom- 
mended it? Why, then, should we be 
afraid to follow such a master ? To come 
to the point. Are we wiser than God who 
guided St. Paul in all that he taught 
mankind? Have T^e more of the Spirit 
than the Holy Ghost himself, who spake 
by the Apostles? Do we know better 
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than he what to publish and what to 

conceal? And since it would be a sin 

« 

to publish what he has hidden, would it 
not be betraying trust to conceal what 
he has revealed ?< Secret things, it is 
true, belong to God, and we must leave 
them hidden in the divine bosom, without 
attempting, by a criminal curiosity, to 
pry into them. But the same Moses who 
tells us that secret things belong to 
God," tells us, also, that " those which 
are revealed are for us and for our chil- 
dren for ever." We ought, then, to treat 
them as our own ; we should study them, 
— meditate upon them, — speak of them, 
lest we should fall under the animadver- 
sion of St. Ambrose, who says, **that 
to attempt to gaze upon what God has 
concealed is impertinent curiosity, and 
that to gainsay or suppress what he has 
revealed is to be shamefully ungrateful." 
And why, let me ask, conceal or suppress 
the doctrine of predestination, — a doctrine 
which so clearly and manifestly glorifies 
God, — which attributes to him all the 
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honour and all the praise of our salvation, 
— which keeps us humhle, — ^which fills us 
with gratitude, — ^which inflames our love 
towards the author of our heing, — ^which 
leads us with reverential homage to cast 
our crowns at his feet, and excites to 
the performance of good works as the 
necessary means of reaching that end to 
which predestination appoints us. 

Let us discourse, then, without fear, 
on that grand, holy, and blessed mystery, 
about which God has so fully spoken; 
but let us do so with reverence, with so- 
briety, with modesty, keeping close to the 
word of God, which alone can conduct 
us safely in our enquiries, surrendering 
our curiosity to faith, reason to revelation, 
and vain objections to the authority of 
scripture. We shall not, indeed, reject 
the aid of reason in our investigation 
of this subject ; on the contrary, we shall 
employ it whenever and as far as we can, 
for God, who is the author of reason as 
well as of faith, never intended us to 

build the one upon the ruins of the other ; 
p 
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at the same time we shall use our reason 
with modesty, ever ready to yield it up 
to its superior, and implicitly acquiescing 
in the Vord of God, to which it becomes 
us imreservedly to submit, and never pre- 
tending to be wise above what is written. 
It is in this spirit and temper of mind, 
my brethren, moderating reason by faith, 
that we can rightly conceive of the mys- 
tery of eternal election of which our text 
speaks, and if we approach it thus, we 
shall, no doubt, attain to correct views 
of it. Por, my brethren, God being an 
eternal and infinite Spirit, who fixed, 
before all creation, whatever should come 
to pass in time or during succeeding ages, 
it necessarily follows, that with respect to 
man, too, he must have determined in 
his eternal council one of three things : 
either to condemn all, or save all, or to 
choose and separate some to be distin- 
guished fipom the rest. Now, no one will 
assert, that of his own good pleasure he 
determined to condemn all. Nature, reason, 
and revelation, all alike, reject this notion. 
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Nature gives us the idea, that God is mer- 
ciful and willing to forgive, and when it 
leads us to ask pardon for our offences, our 
prayers testify that we believe him disposed 
to be gracious to us. Reason, too, teUs us, 
that God, in preserving the world so long, 
notwithstanding our crimes, and in con- 
stantly showing us so much kindness, gives 
us thereby the most indubitable proof that 
he has no pleasure in the ruin of mankind, 
and that the charitable forbearance which 
he exercises towards sinners tends mani- 
festly to save some of them. And, finally, 
the scripture, in revealing to us a Saviour, 
a Redeemer, a Mediator, a Jesus, sent 
expressly by his Father "to save that 
which was lost," forbids entirely the 
thought, that the universal destruction of 
the human race was ever intended by 
God. This truth ought to fill us with 
admiration of the grace of God, for he 
has treated us far more favourably than 
he did the angels. All of those glorious 
spirits, who sinned, were sent to the 
bottomless pit. The very moment of 
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their fall, God condemned them to hell. 
But when all mankind joined in the same 
rebellion and disobedience, they were not 
so dealt with — God having determined to 
save some. Yet those angels were origin- 
ally nobler and far more exalted creatures 
than we. They were finer and more bril- 
liant reflexions of the divine mind. In 
intellectual rank, they stood next to the 
Deity himself. We, on the contrary, were 
but a creation of mud and clay, worms 
crawling in the dust, yet God preferred us 
to those high and exalted intelligences. 
From heaven he drove them all into hell ; 
from hell he determined to raise many of 
us to heaven; and so far from plunging 
us all into the abyss, with devils whose 
crime we had imitated, he chose many 
of us to be the companions of the holy 
angels who kept their first estate. 

He did not then determine to condemn 
all men; but while this is true, it is just 
as true that he did not resolve to save 
alL This is demonstrated by many 
great and terrible illustrations which he 
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bas given of his vengeance. That fright- 
ful deluge, which drowned the whole 
human race, with the exception of eight 
persons ; the dreadful overthrow of Sodom 
and Gomorrah, all whose inhabitants, 
excepting Lot and his family, were de- 
stroyed by fire from heaven ; the terrible 
doom of Dathan and Abiram, who were 
swallowed up, and buried alive in the 
bowels of the earth; the dismal fate of 
the wicked rich man, who, after his death, 
was cast into hell; the tragical end of 
Judas, who, after committing suicide, went 
to his place ; the condemnation of the 
false prophet, who is to be thrown into 
the lake burning with fire and brimstone ; 
and, finally, that awful sentence which 
will • be pronoimced at the last day on 
imbelievers, " Depart ye cursed into ever- 
. lasting fire, prepared for the devil and 
his angels I'' evidently show, that God 
never intended his salvation to be com- 
mon to all mankind. It is true that 
Origen held, that all the wicked, after 
having remained for a certain time in 
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hell, would be released, to enjoy sal- 
vation and everlasting happiness. But, 
without entering at present upon the 
refutation of this heresy, (which, by the 
way, sufficiently refutes itself,) and even 
arguing from its teaching, it follows, that 
God has made a difference between men, 
destining some to heaven, and others, for 
a time at least, to hell, — a difference in- 
volving the principle for which we contend, 
so that even Origen admitted an election. 
And this will appear still more evident 
when we remember, that he held that all 
human souls were created together at the 
beginning in heaven; that some while 
there sinned, and that others retained 
their innocence, just like the angels, and 
that according to their conduct, God, 
before imiting them to bodies, destined 
some to life, and others to death. This, 
according to him, made the difference 
between the elect and the reprobate. 
Now, this is mere fancy, ujisupported by 
any authority, yet it serves to show, that 
its author did not believe that God ever 
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intended absolutely and simply to save all 
men. Since, then, he neither intended 
to save aU, nor to condemn all, it must 
foUow, that he made a distinction, and 
chose some to the exclusion and rejec- 
tion of others ; and this choice of some, 
made in the eternal council, is what we 
call the election of God, and it is of 
this the scripture speaks when it says, 
"Many are called, but few chosen;'* 
"God, of the same lump, made one 
vessel imto honour, and another unto 
dishonour some are " vessels of mercy, 
prepared unto glory others are " vessels 
of wrath, fitted for destruction." 

The inspired volume holds up to our 
view, Jacobs whom he loved, and Esaus 
whom he hated, before they had done 
either good or evil. It speaks of a book 
of life, in which some are written, and 
from which others are left out; and it 
teUs us, that this procedure on the part 
of God is foujided on the interests of 
his own glory, which is the great end 
contemplated by him in all his designs; 
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hence, Solomon says, "that God made 
all things for himself," than which noth- 
ing can he more reasonable, for God 
being the most exalted, — ^the most noble, 
— ^the most perfect, and the most excellent 
of all beings, it is most fit that aU things 
bend to his glory, and be subservient to 
him. The glory of God, then, which con- 
sists in the exercise and the display of 
his attributes, required that he should 
dispose of men in the way and after the 
manner we have already noticed, choosing 
some and neglecting others. Had he not 
done so, his chief attributes, mercy and 
justice, both of which are equally neces- 
sary to Mm, had never been exercised, 
and made manifest. If he had condemned 
all men, he could not have shown his 
mercy; if he had saved all, he could not 
have exhibited his justice. By the elec- 
tion of some, and the reprobation of 
others, he has, however, equally displayed 
both those grand and adorable attributes, 
which are the most striking character- 
istics of his divinity, — ^the brightest rays 
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of his glory — the two poles around which 
rolls all the procedure of the Almighty 
Sovereign towards his creatures. Saint 
Paul, in the ninth chapter of his epistle 
to the Romans, distinctly sets forth this 
opinion, when he says of the "vessels 
of wrath fitted to distraction," that God 
wished to show in them his wrath, that 
is to say, his justice, and of " the vessels 
of mercy prepared for his glory," that he 
made them that through them he might 
make known the riches of his grace. 
Whence St. Augustia, in his thoughts on 
this holy subject, writes, "Behold his 
mercy and his justice, — ^mercy in the elect, 
justice in those who are blinded !" 

But we must look still more closely 
into this subject, for it is not enough 
merely to know that there is an election 
of some to the exclusion of others, we 
must also ask what is of more conse- 
quence, — ^why, for what reason, from what 
motives has God chosen some ia preference 
to others? This question has given rise 
to great debate in the church, and has 
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sorely perplexed many minds. Some have 
answered it by saying, that the cause of 
or the motive to election is found in men ; 
others think, that it must be sought for 
only in God. The former believe, that 
the elect were chosen in preference to 
others, because God foresaw in them dis- 
positions and qualities which the others 
had not, — that he foresaw their good 
works, (as Pelagius taught,) or their 
faith, (as was supposed by Arminius,) 
and that this prescience of their moral 
worth originated God's favour for them. 
Thus, mere human reason has answered 
this difficult question, and it must be 
confessed, that this reply agrees very 
well with the natural pride of the hu- 
man heart, which is strongly disposed to 
think highly of itself, and which would 
gladly appropriate to itself all the merit 
and desert of all the good which any 
of us enjoy. But this does not agree 
with the Bible — ^faith in which we ought 
always to cherish, and to whose decisions 
we do well to submit. That blessed 
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volume tells us most explicitly, that any 
good to which we may attain is "not of 
him who wiUeth, nor of him who runneth, 
but of God who sheweth mercy." Where, 
then, exclaims St, Augustin, where, then, 
were the works, either past or future, 
either accomplished or yet to be wrought ? 
Where was the free will either to believe or 
to act ? Here all prescience ceases. You 
can hope for nothing from your wiQ. " It 
is not of him who willeth:" you can 
expect nothing from your actions, your ef- 
forts. " It is not of him who runneth 
Pelagian! away with your confidence in 
your works, for running is not taken into 
the account, it has nothing to do with 
election. Semipelagian ! think no more of 
the merit of your faith, or of the begiiming 
of your conversion, willmg must never 
be mentioned, for neither our first move- 
ment towards God, nor our progress in 
our spiritual course, influenced at aU the 
choice, the election of God. And how, 
let me ask you, can these be the cause of 
election which are its eflfect and result 
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as the scripture so plainly teaches ? Hear 
what Christ says to his apostles, — " I 
have chosen you that you may bear much 
fruit;" he does not say that he chose 
them because he foresaw that they would 
bear much fruit, but that they might bear 
it. And besides, the apostle expressly 
declares this in our text, where you will 
observe he says, that God elected us " be- 
fore the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy, and without blame before 
him in love," We were elected, then, not 
because we were holy, nor because we 
should become so, nor because God foresaw 
that we should be so, but that we might 
be so, " that we might be holy and with- 
out blame before him:" so that holiness 
is not the cause, nor the motive, nor the 
condition which precedes election, but on 
the contrary, the eflfect which follows it. 
And truly if our election were owing to 
the foreknowledge of our moral worth, 
it would follow that we were chosen ac- 
cording to our works in opposition to 
what St. Paul says, that God " hath saved 



M. DU BOSC. 



183 



us, and called us with an holy calling, 
not according to our works, hut according 
to his own purpose and grace which was 
given us in Christ Jesus hefore the world 
began it would follow that God loved 
men because they first loved him ; or, at 
least, because he foresaw that they would 
love him in opposition to St. John, who 
says, that " we love him because he first 
loved us it would follow that by making 
good use of our free will, we had separated 
ourselves from the wicked, in opposition 
to St Paul, whose challenging question 
rejects such a sentiment, "who maketh 
thee to differ from another?'* it would 
foUow that the case of Jacob and Esau 
was most inappropriately selected as an 
illustration of eternal election, "Por," 
says the Apostle, " her children being 
not yet bom, neither having done any 
good or evil, that the purpose of God, 
according to election, might stand not of 
works, but of him that calleth, it was 
said unto her, the elder shaU serve the 
younger.'* Why does the Apostle say 
Q 
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before the children had " done any good 
or evil?" Clearly he does so that we 
may understand that the election of God 
is not according to our works, and, con- 
sequently, that they can be no part of 
the cause of it. TeU me not, that it is 
very true that the children had not yet 
done good or evil, but that God foresaw 
what they would do, and that his pre- 
science of this led him to treat them very 
differently, for surely you deride and ridi- 
cule the Apostle, when you insinuate that 
he was unacquainted with the divine fore- 
knowledge, and make him very shortsighted 
when you imagine that the thought of it 
never entered his mind. Well might St. 
Augustin, rejecting this foolish notion, 
ridicule those who held it, and ask them, 
"Who can help wondering that an un- 
derstanding, as subtle and keen as yours, 
should not have been vouchsafed to the 
Apostle ?" When, therefore, St. Paul said; 
" before they liad done any good or evil," 
he intended i3o exclude not only works, 
but the for^lmowledge of them, which 

f 
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with God are one and the same thing. 
Assuredly we must either renounce the 
doctrine of grace as it is taught in the 
Bible, or banish from our minds the 
thought that the prescience of our good 
works had any thing to do with divine 
election. Besides, if it be true "that we 
can do nothing of ourselves, and that we 
are not sufficient of ourselves to think 
any thing as of ourselves, and that our 
sufficiency is of God," it is absolutely 
impossible that our faith and holiness 
could have been foreseen before our elec- 
tion. How do we believe in Christ ? How 
are we enabled to do any thing good ? It 
is God who gives us the ability, — ^it is 
he who gives us power to believe, and to 
do well, by the eflfectual working of his 
Holy Spirit, who worketh in us, and 
makes us both " to will and to do of his 
own good pleasure." It is impossible, 
then, that God could foresee in our hearts 
any good but that which himself intended 
of his own gift to place there, and, 
consequently, he did not elect us on 



186 



DISCOURSES OF 



account of his prescience of either our 
faith or holiness. 

Pinally, my hrethren, to make the 
election of God depend upon the fore- 
knowledge of the good dispositions, or 
qualities of men, is to display ignorance of 
the very nature of election. Eor what is 
this, do you think, but the election of God? 
An answer to this question will very 
much clear up the mystery, and disabuse 
of much misapprehension the minds of 
those who have no correct views of it, — 
a defect very usual and very common. 
Por if you ask the greater part of persons 
what they understand by election, they 
will tell you that they believe it is a de- 
cree of God by which he has determined 
to save a portion of mankind, securiug for 
them glory, and eternal happiness. And I 
freely admit that this is indeed a part of 
it, but it is not all, — it is not even the 
principal — it is the last part only. There 
is another which precedes it, and which 
should be considered the first, and upon 
the clearing up of which our understand* 
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ing of the other depends, and this is the 
decree hy which God determined to bestow 
upon some faith and holiness. There is 
an election to glory, and an election to 
grace, but the latter precedes the former, 
God liot having elected men to glory, 
but in consequence of their election to 
faith and holiness. For it is certain that 
God has not decreed things in his eternal 
counsel different from the manner in which 
they are executed in time, since their exe- 
cution is the effect of his decrees and 
counsels. As, then, men are not glorified 
until after they have believed and followed 
holiness, so God does not destine any to 
glory whom he has not first elected to 
faith and holiness. This, as we have al- 
ready stated, places predestination in its 
true light, for there is a great difference 
between these two kinds of divine election, 
— ^between election to glory, and that to 
faith and holiness. The former truly pre- 
supposes the foreknowledge of good works, 
as God did not elect any to the bliss of 
paradise without foreseeing, as a preceding 
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condition, their faith and holiness, really- 
wrought in them, not by their power, but 
by his owttj through the effectual working 
of his Holy Spirit. But as to the latter 
(election to grace), it could not be founded 
upon anything but the mere good pleasure 
of God, who decreed to favour some as 
the simple result of his own free and gra- 
cious kindness and love; for it would be 
mere foUy to say, that God elected men 
to faith and holiness because he foresaw 
that they would believe, and that they 
would be holy; since, on the contrary, 
they neither believed nor became holy, 
but as he elected and destined them — 
having- resolved in himself, from all eter- 
nity, to render them able "to will and 
to do" by his special grace. 

This, my brethren, is properly the elec- 
tion of which the scripture speaks, — the 
election to grace, and not that to glory, 
which follows only as a consequence. You 
can easily form your opinion from this, 
that the scripture represents election not to 
glory, and eternal happiness but to sane- 
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tification, to faith and to piety, as his 
first aim and design : " I have chosen 
you that you should bring forth fruit, 
not that you might he saved, but that 
you niight bring forth the fruits of righte* 
ousness, through which alone you can 
attain to salvation. He chose us, saith 
St. Paul, that "we might be holy," not 
that we might be glorified, but that we 
might be a righteous people, and that 
we might attain to glory. You can fur- 
ther form a correct opinion from this, 
.that the scripture gives no other reason 
for our election, but solely and only the 
good pleasure of God. " Even so, Father, 
(said Jesus Christ) for so it seemed good 
in thy sight;'* and this can apply only 
to the election to faith, because, for elec- 
tion to salvation and blessedness, another 
reason can be given, drawn from the state 
of men themselves. If you ask me why 
any one is saved; I unhesitatingly answer, 
because he believes in Jesus Christ, and 
follows holiness; but if you ask me why 
such an one has believed and lived holily. 
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I could give you no other reason but this, 
that God had been pleased to give him 
faith, and the spirit of sanctification : " I 
thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, that thou hast hid these things 
from the wise and prudent, and hast re- 
vealed them unto babes. Even so, Father, 
for so it seemed good in thy sight." 
Here, you ought to observe, that it is 
not meant that it pleased God to save 
some and to condemn others, for that is 
not the case, but that it pleased him to 
give to some the knowledge of himself, 
while he has withheld it from others. 

This distinction, my brethren, between 
election to grace and to glory, is neces- 
sary to soften what appears to be severe 
and harsh in predestination, for if it 
could be shown that God right down 
resolved with himself, without any quali- 
fication, to save some, you will say that 
so also he determined to condemn others. 
It is this which appears so strange and 
astonishing, and which scandalizes and 
staggers so many, and certainly not with- 
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out reason. Por what could any one 
think, under such circumstances, but that 
God, from mere heartlessness, and without 
any cause, desired to destroy his creatures, 
— ^that he sacrificed them to his own plea- 
sure, — and that without any other reason 
but his own will he condemned them for 
aU eternity to unquenchable fire ? David, 
when on one occasion contemplating the 
miseries of his people and of his country, 
exclaimed, "O Lord, wherefore hast thou 
made all men in vain ; and where are thy 
former lovingkindnesses ?" But if God 
condemned souls without any reference to 
their sins, how much rather might not 
the Psalmist have cried, O God, why hast 
thou not only created man in vain, but 
for evil, that thou mightest take delight 
in his eternal torments? And where is 
thy mercy, or rather, where is thy justice 
if thou hast acted thus? What have I 
done, might the man say who was so 
condemned without any fault, — what have 
I done that I should be the object of 
thine indignation and of thy vengeance? 
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I came forth from nothing. Is that a 
crime ? If so, it is not mine. Thou didst 
hring me forth without my interference, 
when thou mightst have left me where 
I was. Hast thou not done all this to 
amuse thyself with my misery, and to 
see me burning in heU ? To put away, 
then, this scandal which would, without 
doubt, give just cause of offence both to 
the understanding and the heart, we must 
establish this theology, that God neither 
determined to save nor to condemn men 
without a reason, — that he resolved to 
save none but in the view of their faith 
and their piety, — and that he intended 
to condemn none but on account of their 
vices and their sins, of their unbelief, 
their impenitence, their obstinacy, and 
their perseverance in crime. So far the 
human mind sees nothing to find fault 
with. We must, however, add besides, 
that God determined to bestow faith and 
holiness upon some, that which properly 
constitutes election and separation of men ; 
and that he resolved, on the other hand, to 
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leave others in their natural corruption, 
which is what properly makes reprobation. 
In all this there is nothing which can be 
blamed, — ^nothing which you can reason- 
ably find fault with; for what can there 
be in it reprehensible on the part of God ? 
Is it that he chose to give his Spirit of re- 
generation and sanctification to some ? This 
surely ought not to be ground of complaint, 
but rather of gratitude and thanksgiving. 
Is it that he did not do the same for all 
others? But let us look at the thing as 
we ought, and judge of God as we habi- 
tually do of men, and then where shall 
we find, in the withholding of special 
grace, anything to justify the least charge 
against the Lord? Does not every one 
do what he likes with his own, according 
to the maxim of the householder in the 
gospel ? Are not favours absolutely free ? 
May we not grant or withhold them with- 
out being found fault with ? And if men 
may exercise this right and power, what 
injustice, what insolence, what blindness 
must it be to contest this prerogative \\dth 
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God, whose empire surpasses that of even 
the greatest monarchs ! Could it be said, 
that God eondenms and destines men to 
eternal punishment simply to please him- 
self, we might indeed complain, but no 
one can murmur against God for with- 
holding from him favours which he did not 
owe him, and of which he was entirely 
unworthy, without treatiQg injuriously the 
Divine BeiQg, — ^without attempting to sub- 
ject him to our vain fancies, — ^regarding 
him as the mere slave of our taterests, — 
and tyrannically exactiQg of him what we 
should not require of the most insignificant 
prince, — of the least important human be- 
ing ; for there are none whom you would 
not leave at perfect liberty to bestow their 
gifts according to their own pleasure. 

II. From what we have already said, 
my brethren, you can easily see, that 
when predestination is properly under- 
stood, and rightly regarded, it satisfies 
both faith and reason; and if the latter 
sometimes rebels against the former when 
contemplating this mysterious doctrine, it 
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is because it is presented in an improper 
manner, and charged with principles which 
it does not teach, and which are, in fact, 
unreasonable. Let us hold fast, then, to 
this point, which is the foundation of all, 
that the election of God is a decree not 
to give immediately and directly glory and 
life in heaven, but upon some to bestow 
grace, which consists of faith and holiness, 
so destining them to salvation. This 
appears clearly in our text, from the 
expression which the Apostle there uses. 
According says he, "as he hath chosen 
us before the foundation of the world;" 
for to what does this " dccording^^ refer ? 
Evidently to the spiritual blessings of 
which he had been speaking in the pre- 
ceding verse, — " Blessed be God," said he, 
"who hath blessed us with all spiritual 
blessings in. heavenly places in Christ ; ac- 
cording as he hath chosen us." This clearly 
shows, that divine election regards first, and 
before everything else, " spiritual bless- 
ings," — those saving and sanctifying gilts 
and graces — ^faith, piety, and good works ; 

R 
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and that the Apostle r^arded these as 
the tnie and proper effect and result of 
the election of God: rivers flo¥ring firom 
that adorable source, which is concealed 
in eternity ; fruits from that hidden root^ 
which we cannot see, because it is above 
the skies, and &r back, before all ages, in 
the very bosom of God. Tes, my breth- 
ren, this divine election is the b^inning, 
the origin, the cause of all the good that 
ia ever found in us. For whatever we 
possess, (be it light, or knowledge, or 
wisdom, or devotion, or zeal, or perse- 
verance, or virtue, or all of these,) we 
are indebted to that gracious choice, which 
God was pleased to make of us, out of 
mere love, and we ought always to say, 
that we are blessed " according as he hath 
chosen us." Wherefore this election is 
called the foundation of God, because it 
is, in fact, the foundation-stone upon 
which is built the whole structure of our 
salvation. Upon this, St. Paul mates all 
to rest, as you will see in that celebrated 
passage in his epistle to the Romans, 
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which runs thus, "Whom he (God) did 
foreknow, he also did predestinate : more- 
over, whom he did predestinate, them he 
also called; and whom he called, them 
he also justified ; and whom he justified, 
them he also glorified:" so making the 
foreknowledge of divine election the be- 
ginning of all the graces of God, — ^the 
first link in that adorable chain, which 
is suspended from heaven to earth, to 
draw men from earth to heaven. Thus, 
also, it is, that when once having reached 
this divine election, we must necessarily 
stop, for it is the great first cause, beyond 
which it is vain to look for any other. 
When you walk along the banks of a 
great river, and ascending towards its 
source, you find that it proceeds from ano- 
ther, which discharges itself into it ; and 
that that, again, comes from a brook, 
whence it flows; and that this, again, 
pours from a fountain, at which, having 
arrived, you must stop, because the depth 
of the earth prevents you from looking or 
penetrating further. So in our researches 



198 



DISCOURSES OF 



respecting salvation, we find that one 
part depends upon another, for a man 
is saved because he believed, — he believed 
because he was effectually called, — ^he was 
effectually called because he was elected, 
but he was elected only because God chose 
him of his own good pleasure ; for when 
once we reach this source, this fountain, 
this great first cause, we must stop, be- 
cause the height of heaven obstructs our 
advance, and prevents all further research. 
It is in a certain sense only that the 
election of God has its reason and foun- 
dation, which we can understand, and that 
is Jesus Christ our Saviour ; for it is very 
true, that when we compare one thing 
with another, — ^when we ask why this 
person was elected rather than that, you 
can give no answer, no reason, but that 
so it pleased God. But when you consider 
the elect absolutely, and without any re- 
ference to the reprobate, and ask why 
God chose to give them grace, and to 
save them, we unhesitatingly reply, that 
we can understand the reason — ^because 
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he did so in the sight of Jesus Christ, 
through whom he determined to reconcile 
the world. 

In the sense now stated, then, Jesus 
Christ is the foundation of the foundation 
of God, the beginning of eternal election, 
and this our Apostle would show us in 
our text, when he says, that God elected 
us in hmif that is, in Christ, of whom he 
had spoken in the verse immediately pre- 
ceding, — "God," saith he, "hath blessed 
us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly 
places in Christ; according as he hath 
chosen us in him, i.e.^ in Christ." Por 
without Jesus, God never would have 
elected us, — he would absolutely have de- 
stroyed the whole human race, — he would 
have abandoned the entire family of Adam, 
and would have refused to have any inter- 
course or communion with them for ever. 
Without Jesus Christ, he would have 
" sworn in his wrath that none of us 
should ever enter into his rest," — he would 
have thundered in the ears of all man- 
kind, " Depart ye cursed into everlasting 
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fire, prepared for the devil and his angels!** 
— ^he would have said eternally of us, 
with wrath far more implacable than that 
of David's against Absolom, they "shall 
never see my face." Without Jesus Christ, 
God is a devouring fire, the everlasting 
flames of which should most assuredly 
consume us. Without Jesus Christ, he 
had held this language with respect to us 
for ever, — "What intercourse can there 
be between me and you miserable sons 
of Adam?" What commimion can there 
be between my light and your darkness, — 
between my holiness and your defilement, 
— ^between my righteousness and youp 
iniquities ? * Depart from me ye workers 
of iniquity, I never knew you.' " Never 
would he have elected one single soul, 
had he not first determined to send a 
Mediator who should satisfy justice, and, 
by the merit of his redemption, remove 
the obstacles which stood in the way of 
his mercy and his grace. For, as in time, 
God does not adopt, call, justify, and 
sanctify us, and hereafter will not glorify 
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US, but in Jesus Christ ; so from all eter- 
nity he resolved to adopt, call, justify, 
sanctify, and glorify us only for his sake. 
Wherefore St. Paul says, that he saved 
and called us according to "the grace 
whidi he gave us in Jesus Christ before 
the world was whence you see, that 
grace in him moved God throughout the 
whole plan of our salvation. And again 
our Apostle, whose words have great 
weight, and particularly on this subject, 
distinctly states, that God foreknew those 
whom he predestinated, evidently showing 
tliat he placed foreknowledge before pre- 
destination. And what, let me ask, is 
that foreknowledge which, in the order 
of nature at least, precedes the eternal 
election of God ? It is that, my brethren, 
by which he knew us in Jesus Christ, 
without whom he would not have known 
us, — ^he would have disowned us, and never 
could have acknowledged us for his chil- 
dren and his heirs. Before everything, 
then, he must have known us in Christ, 
— ^he must have regarded us in him, that 
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afterwards he might predestinate and elect 
ns to an interest in his grace. " He elected 
us in him," saith our holy Apostle. It is 
true, that God also elected good angels, 
confirming them in holiness^ rendering 
them happy in the possession of eternal 
glory, and hence they are called "elect 
angels." Yet they were not elected in 
Christ, for never having sinned, they 
needed no Mediator, no Redeemer — ^it 
was only necessary to insure their original 
integrity; but man having fallen from 
his innocence, it was indispensible that 
he should be restored to it through the 
medium of a surety, in the contemplation 
of whose merit alone we could be elected. 
God, then, elected us in Christ. 

III. Truly, then, since, as has been 
already said, God has blessed us with all 
spiritual blessings in Christ, it foUows 
necessarily, that he must have elected us 
in him, for election is one of our spiritual 
blessings — ^it is even the first and chief 
of them all; and hence St. Ohrysostom, 
when writing on our text, says, *Hhat 
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he, through whom God has blessed us, 
is the very person through whom he 
dected us." Without Christ there could 
have been no blessing, for he is the seed 
of promise, in whom all nations of the 
earth must be blessed. Without Christ, 
in like manner, there could have been 
no election, for he is the head of the 
predestinated; and as it is said of sal- 
vation, "other foundation can no man 
lay than that is laid,'' so it may be 
affirmed of this blessed predestination, 
" other foundation no man can lay than 
that is laid," (laid by God in his eternal 
counsel, " Jesus Christ.") Wonderful 
foundation which preceded that of the 
world ! Hence, the election which rests 
upon what is more ancient than even 
the birth of creation, as St. Paul says 
in our text, " He hath chosen us in him 
before the foundation of the worlds ^ — 
before aU time, even from aU eternity. 
Por before the creation of the world there 
were no seasons, no days, no years, no 
ages, and no duration, like that which 
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has glided on since, — ^there being then 
no sun, nor moon, nor stars, nor any 
conceivable movement by which it coidd 
be measured, so that what is anterior to 
the world is truly etemaL And just as 
beyond the world, with respect to its ex- 
tent, there is no tangible point but great 
spaces, — ^not quite imaginary, however, 
as with sufficient impropriety of phrase 
they are commonly described, since these 
spaces are God himself, whose boundless 
essence stretches into the infinite, fer 
beyond the utmost bounds of the uni- 
verse, so, before the world began, with 
respect to duration, there were no seasons 
or times, but one immense eternity, hav- 
ing no commencing point, and which is 
nothing but God himself. Whence St. 
Paul, speaking of his good pleasure to- 
wards the elect, says (in what follows 
our text), that God first "purposed it 
in himself." This is a most remarkable 
expression, and is significant of much 
more than one would at first suppose, 
and is not to be confounded with that 



M. DU BOSC. 



205 



which we commonly employ when we say, 
that we resolve or fix this or that with 
ourselves. And why so ? Because when 
we determine anything with ourselves, it 
so happens that we can render our reso- 
lutions extrinsic, writing them in our 
papers and registers, which we can place 
in the offices and chambers of accounts, 
where our acts are secured and pre- 
served. But when God elected us, 
there was no place extrinsic to himself, 
where his decrees could be kept, for then 
there was neither earth, nor heaven, nor 
paradise, nor time, nor duration. He 
could then form no purpose but in him- 
self, and, consequently, in eternity, so that 
God having elected us before the founda- 
tion of the world, we may say, that our 
election is eternal. This completely over- 
throws the heresy of those who have been 
bold enough to maintain that the complete 
election of men^does not commence until 
death, because, then, God choses those 
whom he determines to save, making a 
distinction between those who believed 
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and persevered to the end, and those who 
passed their days in vice and impenitence, 
by raising the former to heaven, and cast- 
ing the latter into hell. This, say they, 
is the election and choice of men. Gross 
and absurd mistake ! It is, indeed, true, 
that at the end of life, a separation of 
men does take place, — but a separation 
which is only the execution of that which 
was determined in the eternal counsel of 
God, since nothing transpires in time but 
that which has been ordained by God in 
eternity. In accordance with this, when 
the Sovereign Judge shall pronounce the 
final sentence upon men, he will call 
to the righteous, and say, " Come, inherit 
the kingdom;" but it will be the king- 
dom which was prepared for them before 
the foundation of the world. Besides, if 
election were not made but at the close 
of this life, we ought to cajl it, not the 
foundation, but the top-stone of salvation ; 
not its commencement, but its end and 
crowning act. In this case we should have 
to reverse the whole arrangement of St. 
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Paul, who begins with predestination, and 
advances to calling and justification. We 
must go in direct opposition to this Apos- 
tle, and when he says, "Whom he did 
predestinate, them he also called ; and 
whom he called, them he also justi- 
fied," we must invert his words, and 
say, " Whom he called and justified, them 
he also elected to be glorified." We 
must change our text, and say, not that 
God blessed us with aU spiritual blessings 
in Jesus Christ, according as he elected 
us, but rather, that he elected us accord- 
ing as he blessed us with his saving 
blessings in Jesus Christ. Finally, election 
must follow faith and good works as their 
effect, instead of preceding them as their 
cause. God, says St. Augustin, elected 
us not because we believed, but that we 
might believe, quoting that well authen- 
ticated passage in the book of the Acts, 
where it is stated that they believed who 
" were ordained to eternal life." They 
believed because they were ordained, 

whereas our opponents te^h that they 
s 
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were ordained becaiise they believed. It 
is a thing of considerable importance, and 
deserving particular notice on this sub- 
ject, that the scripture speaks of persons 
who are not yet called to the knowledge, 
nor even to the covenant of God; and 
yet it speaks of such as the elect. " Other 
sheep," said the Saviour, in the tenth 
chapter of St. John, " other sheep I have 
which are not of this fold, them also I 
must bring, and they shall hear my voice:*' 
here, then, some are mentioned who were 
not yet in the fold of Jesus Christ, — ^who 
had not yet come to him, — ^who had not 
yet even heard his voice, and yet he calls 
them his sheep. How could they be his 
sheep? Were they such by Mth? No, 
they had not yet believed on Jesus Christ. 
They did not even understand his gospel. 
Were they such through his covenant? 
No, they were not yet in his fold. How, 
then, were they the sheep of Jesus Christ ? 
They were so, my brethren, through the 
election of God, who chose them in his 
eternal counsel, that he might give them 
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to his Son, and in due time introduce 
them into his flock. This evidently shows 
that election does not follow the life of 
men, but precedes it, — ^that it was fixed 
in God before they were in the world, — 
before even the world itself was made. He 
chose us before the foundation of the world. 

This, my dear brethren, is precious con- 
solation for us, for, if our election is eternal, 
it follows that it must be inmiutable, since 
whatever is eternal is invariable, and can- 
not change; besides, the doctrine of the 
scripture here teaches, beyond all contra- 
diction, that the choice of God is fixed 
and irrevocable. The Bible calls it the 
predestinated purpose, — the sure founda- 
tion. It introduces the Eternal as saying, 
** My council shall stand ; I will do aU my 
pleasure." It assures us that his " gifts 
and calling are without repentance;" and 
it asserts the same thing when it says, 
that the names of the elect " are written 
in heaven;" for if they were written in 
the earth, which is but dust and sand, 
they might be effaced, — if on wax, they 
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mhAt he broten off. — ^if on paper, they 
might be blotted oat — one sngle tocM^i 
fA the ^jiiae mi^yftr make them disai^iear, 
— if eren they were en^raTed npon marble 
or hrasfi, the power time and of ages, 
which nothing can reast, wooid at last 
obliterate them. But being written in 
hearen, far above all the iofinences of 
time and of ages. — ^in that high and in- 
corruptible abode, where the winds nerer 
blow, the rains never fall, and tempests 
never rage, — ^where man can never stretch 
out his hand, and devils never poor oat 
their fury, — ^in that place, so inacces- 
fdble and so secure, these names can 
never be erased. If what is imprinted 
on the top of the Alps and the Pyrenees 
is preserved, because the summit of those 
high mountains is far above the region of 
the winds, cff the thunder, and of the 
storms, surely what is registered in hea- 
ven, far, far above aU sublunary things, 
must be entirely and absolutely ineffacable. 
This makes it certain and sure, that the 
believer can never fall from grace; and 
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that "neither death, nor Ufe, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, nor height, 
nor depth, nor things present, nor things 
to come," shaU ever separate him from 
the love of his God. This is what Jesus 
Christ asserts when he says, not only of 
the church in general, that "the gates 
of heU shall not prevail against her," but 
even of each of the elect in particular, that 
they cannot finally fall. " False Christs," 
fiaid he, "and false prophets shall arise, 
and shaU show great signs and wonders, 
insomuch that, if it were possible, they 
shall deceive the very elect;" testifying, 
by this addition, ''if it were possibley* 
that it is, in fact, impossible that they 
should ever fall short of final and full 
salvation, through any effort which either 
earth or hell can make against them. 

live, then, in the confidence of your 
assurance, O ye who have the happiness 
to be of the number of the elect of God. 
Your salvation is sure-^nothing can de- 
prive you of it. God who loved you from 
the beginning, before the world was, will 
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love you to the end, and even after the 
dissolution of the world. His election is 
from eternity to eternity, — ^from the etesr- 
nity which was before to the eternity 
which wiU follow the duration of all ages 
yet to come. There is with him no change, 
nor shadow of turning. He is Crod, and 
changeth not : he is " the same yesterday, 
to-day, and for ever,** so that his love 
towards you wiU be constant and im- 
moveable: and why should it not, since 
it has no foundation but himself and his 
own good pleasure? He loved you be- 
cause he would love you, — he elected you 
because it pleased him to elect you. The 
reason of his love is his own love, and 
the motive is found nowhere else but in 
his own goodwill and pleasure, so that 
his goodwill, as well as his essence, hejng 
immutable, his affection for you can never 
fail. 

Enjoy, then, your assured bliss, ye elect 
of Gk>d; he who chose you before the 
foundation of the world will hold you 
up under all its temptations, — ^he will 
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strengthen you in all your conflicts, — ^he 
will aid you in all your necessities, — 
he will uplift you from all your falls, 
— ^he will never suffer you to be tempted 
beyond what you are able to bear, — he 
will deliver you from every evil work, and 
preserve you safe to his heavenly kingdom. 
In spite of the gulfs of the Red Sea, — • 
of fiery flying serpents, — frightful deserts, 
— ^numerous armies, and formidable con- 
flicts, he led Israel, because they were 
his own people, to the happy country 
which they desired; so, notwithstanding 
all the agitating and disturbing waves 
of the sea of the world, — ^the venom of 
the most dangerous serpents, — ^the assaults 
of the most terrible enemies, he will con- 
duct his elect to the heavenly Canaan, 
because they are the chosen people whom 
he destined for it in the council of his 
grace. 

But, say you, how shall I know that I 
am of the number of the elect? What 
knowledge, — what assurance can I have 
of this, since it is a thing hidden in 
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eternity r Can I penetrate the eoimseL of 
Gt>d? Can I peer into the secrets of 
hearen? Can I turn over the pages of 
the book of life? What consolation can 
I derive firom the doctrine of election, 
since it is a thing altogether unknown 
to mortal men? But to hold such lan- 
guage is to contradict unscrupulously that 
of St. FaiiL That holy Apostle says in 
our text, that ^'6od has blessed us with 
all spiritual blessings, according as he hath 
elected us/' He assumes it, that we can 
know our election, — ^that we can perceive 
it, — ^that we can be certain of it: and 
why should we not, since Grod has assured 
us of it in our inmost soul by the voice 
of his Spirit? "For," saith the Apostle, 
•*the Spirit itself beareth witness with 
our spirits that we are the children of 
God ; and if children, then heirs, — theirs of 
God, and joint heirs with Jesus Christ." I 
pray you, remember-; that since election is 
a decree to bestow faith and holiness, who* 
soever sincerely believes in Jesus Christ, — • 
whosoever feels in bis heart genuine love 
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of sanctification, must have an interest 
in eternal election, for these are effects 
of that cause, and rivers from that source. 
No, no believers, to be assured of pre- 
destination, there is no need of wonderftd 
and extraordinary means ; it is not ne- 
cessary for this purpose to sound the 
depths of eternity, and to enter the privy 
council of the King of kings ; for this 
end we need neither the ecstacy of para- 
dise, — nor a voice from the sky, — nor a 
vision of angels, — ^nor a miraculous reve- 
lation. Say not here, Who wiU ascend 
into heaven, or who wiU descend to the 
depth? There is no necessity for going 
so far. Enter only into your own heart, 
descend into your own conscience, and 
you will there find all that you seek, — 
all you wish to know. If your heart 
is pure, — ^if your conscience is right, — ^if 
your life is christian and religious, you 
have an unquestionable right to conclude, 
that you are the elect of God, for none 
but they ever find any good dispositions in 
themselves. God elected us that we might 
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be '^holv and unblamable before him in 
love." If, then, we apply ourselves vig- 
orously to the pursuit of holiness, and 
if we try, with diligent earnestness, to 
render ourselves approved of God, and 
unblamable before men, we shall cer- 
tainly be assured of our election, as we 
shall then have the signs, the evidences, 
and characteristics of it, in ourselves. 

It is for this, then, that we ought to 
labour with all our might, that our souls 
may be established in this blessed feeling, 
upon which depends all the repose, and 
all the pleasure of our life. We most 
not listen here for a moment to those 
who say, I am elected by Grod, — ^I am 
predestinated,— whatever I do, then, I 
shall not perish, — ^however I may live, — 
whatever course I pursue, — ^whatever in- 
dulgence I take, it does not signify, the 
decree of God will take eflEect, and nothing 
shall prevent my salvation. Such was 
the language held by those ancient here- 
tics, who were caUed the Predestinated, 
in the fifth century, because, abusing the 
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doctrine of predestination, they took occa- 
sion from it to neglect the study and 
the practice of morality. This abuse ori- 
ginated in a false notion which they had 
formed of predestination, and it is thus 
that many fall into the same mistake in 
our own day. These persons regard pre- 
destination simply as a decree to save 
men; whence they conclude, that what- 
ever life they lead, they cannot fail of 
being saved. Now, all this is founded 
upon a misconception of this subject, for 
election, as you have heard already, is 
not directly to salvation and the glory 
of heaven. It is, first, to faith and sanc- 
tification. Eix this principle well in your 
mind, and you never will give place to 
the false reasoning of those persons of 
whom I have just spoken. Where is the 
man who would be so absurd and ridicu- 
lous as to say, God has elected me to 
faith, therefore I shaU not believe in 
Jesus Christ, — God has elected me to 
good works, therefore I shall not live as 
a good man, — God has elected me to be 
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holy and unblamable before him, therefore 
I shall regard neither holiness nor virtue ? 
A man must be mad who could be guilty 
of so strange and palpable an absurdity 
as this. In opposition to such heresy, 
since faith and a holy life are the first 
end of election, and salvation is but the 
second, which comes after, it is evident 
that we ought to say, Grod has chosen 
me to sanctification ; I will apply my- 
self to it with all my heart, and so I 
shall answer the design of God, — 3 shall 
follow his intention, and press onward to 
the mark to which he desires to bring 
me. This, beyond all doubt, my brethren, 
is the true feeling which this salutary 
doctrine of election ought to produce in 
our minds. It ought to fill us with a 
holy desire for piety, which is the legi- • 
timate effe6t of this marvellous cause. 
And, besides, how would it be possible to 
conceive of the ineffable love which God 
by it has witnessed towards us, without 
feeling ourselves seized with an ardent 
affection for him, — a. vehement zeal for 
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his service. Grod might for ever have 
left us in our misery, by giving us over 
to eternal condemnation. He might have 
destroyed us with demons, and classed 
us with devils ; and, instead of this, he 
has elected us, that we might resem- 
ble angels. O grace I O iaestunable 
goodness I what acknowledgment and gra- 
titude oughtest not thou to call forth! 
What! my brethren, God, in electing 
us, loved us from all eternity, and shall 
we not love him in time — during our 
earthly sojourn, which is so fast passing 
away? He loved us before the foun- 
dation of the world, and shall we not 
love him while we remain on earth, 
where he has placed us? He loved us 
without any other motive but his own 
good wiU, and shall we not love him 
whom ten thousand reasons should make 
dearer to us than ourselves? He loved 
us when we were in a hateful and 
disgusting state, without any redeeming 
feature to recommend us, and shall we 
not love him who is altogether lovely? 

T 
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He loved us without any interest, — ^with- 
out seeking any gain^ — any advantage, 
and shall we not love him who can render 
us eternally happy r Shall we not return 
love for love ? Shall we remain cold and 
indifferent to him who has manifested the 
most glowing affection towards us r Were 
a prince to select any one to fill a chief 
place — an important situation in his house- 
hold, that person never could foi^et his 
obligation, and if he had ten thousand 
lives he might risk them m the service 
of such a friend ; and what would he 
not do if he had chosen him heir to his 
crown? God, my brethren, has chosen 
us not only for servants and officers, but 
for his heirs and for his children, to place 
us on his throne, and to crown us with 
his glory. Ought we not, then, to con- 
secrate to him all that we are and all 
that we have, and so show how sensible 
we are of his very great favours? Yes, 
beyond all question, we ought, and this 
matchless grace of election constrains us 
to it. God has chosen us for his people. 
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and it should be our's, in return, to choose 
him for our God. He has elected us to 
holiness, and it is our's to choose piety 
for our study and our employment. He 
separated us from before the foimdation 
of the world, and it is for us to come 
out and separate ourselves from the world 
by a life far removed from its vanities, 
and opposed to its customs and maxims, 
inimical to its licentiousness, and differ^t 
from its manners, so that we make it 
dear and evident that we are the elect 
of God, — ^the people of his counsel, whom 
he has separated and set apart as a pe- 
culiar people, a holy nation, a chosen 
generation, a royal priesthood, to show 
forth the praises of him who hath called 
us from darkness to his marvellous light." 
Thus we shall make our calling and 
election sure, — we shall attain to strong 
assurance, which will fill us with joy im- 
speakable, — ^we shall gather all the fruits 
of the holy and precious state of grace, 
and at length we shall obtain all the bliss 
of his incomprehensible kingdom of glory. 
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where he, who elected us in his secret 
council, long before creation dawned, will 
transform us completely into his own 
image in the light of a bright eternity 
which will survive he world, and render 
us immortal and glorious, as himself, for 
ever and ever. 

May God add his blessing, and to 
Pather, Son, and Holy Ghost, be honour 
and glory for ever and ever. Amen.* 



* The preceding discourse was delivered at Rotter- 
dam, in March, 1691. 



THE PERFECTION OF THE BELIEVER; 

OS, 

A DISCOURSE ON THE WORDS OF ST. PAUL, IN 
HIS EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS, I C. 4 V.:—- 

^ That we should be holy and mthtmt blame before 
him in love.^^ 

My Bebthubn, — ^In that beautiful hymn 
which the seraphim around the throne of 
God sing to his glory, they praise and 
celebrate him especially for his holiness: 

Holy, holy, holy," say they, is the Lord 
of hosts." This great God is omnipotent, — 
he is immense, — ^he is immortal, — ^he is the 
Lord and the King of the whole imiverse, 
yet here angels, in glorifying him, speak 
neither of his power, — ^nor of his immen- 
sity,— nor of his immortality, — ^nor of his 
empire; it is his holiness which is the 
cause of their rapture, — the burden of their 
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song. It is quite true that all the at- 
tributes of God are essential to his being, 
yet his holiness seems more particularly* 
to belong to him, and to be inseparable 
from him. This appears from two con- 
siderations: the one of these is this, — 
that the Son of God, in descending to 
our world, seemed to strip himself of all 
his other attributes ; he laid aside his 
greatness, by clothing himself with our 
frail and feeble nature, — his empire, by 
becoming a servant, — his eternity, by sub- 
jecting himself to the arrangements of 
time, taking a body which had beginning 
of days and end of life, — ^his immortality, 
in exposing and surrendering Inmself to 
death, — his majesty and his glory, in 
plunging into ignominy and meanness; 
but his holmess he could not lay aside 
— Hsuch a notion we may not entertain 
for a moment. This attribute is essen- 
tial to his Godhead, and unlike the others, 
during the days of his flesh, it could have 
no contrast. The other consideration is 
tiiis, — that although QoA possesses many 
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perfections, it is only in the manifestations 
of his holiness that he makes his image 
consist. Tyrants have the greatness of 
power, — ^worldings, the eclat of glory, — 
wicked rich men, the advantages of wealth, 
— Gleamed men, although vicious, the light 
of science, — demons, even the duration of 
eternity. These are so many shadows and 
traits of the divine qualities, and may be 
possessed by all the variety of character 
now noticed, but as such persons are with- 
out holiness, it cannot be said of them, 
that they have the image of God, Where- 
fore, when this blessed Being determined 
to make men partakers of the divine 
nature, and to transform them into his 
own likeness, it was necessary for him to 
clothe them with his holiness. He has 
otherwise shed abroad emanations of his 
other attributes, — ^he has communicated 
his majesty to kings, — ^his authority to 
magistrates, — ^his wealth to the rich, — ■ 
his knowledge to the learned, — his wis- 
dom and foresight to statesmen, — ^his 
power to conquerors, but he has reserved 
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his holiness for his ohildren^for those 
who were ohoseu in the council of his 
grace and love, to be constituted heirs of 
his paradise. 

This is the doctrine which St, Paul sets 
before us in our text, ^^Ood^* saith he, 

chose U8 in Christ before the fotmdation 
of the worlds that we should he holy cmd 
without blame before him ifi love.^^ We 
have already explained a portion of these 
words, maintaining that great doctrine of 
eternal election which ravished and aston- 
ished St, Paul, when he exclaimed, "O 
the depth of the riches, both of the 
wisdom and the knowledge of God ! how 
unsearchable are his judgments, and his 
ways past finding out !" We have shown 
you the nature of this wonderful election, 
that it is the choice and selection of a 
portion of mankind to become vessels of 
mercy and grace,-— its foundation, which 
is Jesus Christ the Saviour and Redeemer 
of the world,— its time, that it was before 
all time, before the foxmdation of the 
world,--its end and aim, that it is to 
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bring us to holiness, and thereby to glory, 
so that to-day we shall not need to speak 
to you of this eternal election, not even 
of its endj which you see referred to 
when the Apostle says, that " God elected 
us that we might be holy because we 
have already considered and examined 
this phrase, and what can be learnt from 
it, by showing you that holiness is nei- 
ther the cause, nor the condition, nor the 
motives of our election, but, on the con- 
trary, its object and end ; that it did not 
go before it in the intention of the Saviour, 
but resulted from and followed it; that 
Grod did not foresee it in us, so as to 
move him to elect us, but, on the con- 
trary, he chose us that we might have 
an interest in it, that we might be led 
by it. 

On the present occasion, then, we leave 
this great deep of election to trayerse a 
plainer path, i. e.^ to enter on the con- 
sideration of holiness, which is an opener 
field, where our steps will be more free 
and easy. Not that we intend to occupy 
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your time with the subject of holiness 
generally, which would be far too extensive 
for the present occasion, but we intend 
to confine our observations to that par- 
ticular point to which we are led by the 
text, showing you what it is to be. saints, 
possessed of a holiness which renders us 
unblamable before God, as that is under- 
stood and taught by the great doctor of 
the Gentiles. This, then, is our aim on 
the present occasion. May God give us 
grace to acquit ourselves in a way glori- 
fying to him, and edifying to your souls, 
so that in speaking to you of holiness, 
you may be able to conceive of it in a 
way which will lead you to a better 
knowledge of it than our words simply 
considered could convey, and that he may 
grant you a lively apprehension of it in 
your consciences. 

If St. Paul had contented himself with 
simply saying in our text, that God elected 
us to be saints, you could h?ive found 
nothing in his words which, by the most 
strained interpretation, could be . made tp 
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favour the ambitious views of those who 
maintain, that believers, in the present 
world, ever attain to holiuess without 
imperfection, and righteousness without 
blemish. For to call a man holy, does 
not mean that he is without sin. When 
you say of any one, that he is learned, 
you do not assert that there is no subject 
with which he is unacquainted, — or when 
you represent any one as healthy, you 
do not mean that he is never ill, so when 
you characterize a man as holy, it is not 
to be inferred that he never commits any 
evil — ^that he never falls into sin, for it is 
usual for persons and things to take their 
denomination from their prevailing and 
ruling quality. When, then, holiuess is 
predominant in a man, — ^when it possesses 
tha mastery in his soul, — ^when it holds sin 
as a disarmed prisoner, when it prescribes 
its bounds, and limits its range, as Salo- 
mon did to Semei, when it binds it with 
the chains of the Spirit of Christ, hinder- 
ing its wicked intentions, overpowering 
and checking all evil passions ; in a word. 
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when it mortifies it, and places it under the 
yoke of piety and reason, you say of the 
man in whose soul holiness accomplishes 
all this, that he is holy, although there 
may still he in him the remains of an 
evil heart, rendering him yet imperfect. 
But it is to he observed, that St. Paul 
does not satisfy himself by merely saying, 
that God chose us "that we should be 
holy," but adds, "that we should be 
without blame," a phrase which seems 
to attribute full and perfect righteousness 
to the believer. Now, when a man is 
" without blame," surely he cannot justly 
be found fault with; and to be in this 
state, must he not be possessed of a 
sanctification, — of a holiness, which is ab- 
solutely perfect ? Besides, if the Apostle had 
spoken simply of being ^^mthout blame,'* 
we might have explained his words as St. 
Augustin did the term ^Hrre'proachahle^^ 
as having reference to the sight and judg- 
ment, not of God, but of men. That 
father very properly distinguishes between 
being mthout sm, which never was truly 
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said but of Jesus Christ alone, and bemg 
fjoithout reproach^ which is said of many 
saints, as of Zacharias and Elisabeth ; the 
former description having reference to the 
judgment of God, — ^the latter to that of 
men. Persons of probity may be " without 
reproach^^ before men, because the world 
can lay nothing to their charge for which 
they ought to blush, — ^nothing which con- 
tradicts their profession, or is dishonourg-ble 
or opposed to the integrity of a good con- 
scielice. Nevertheless, such persons are 
wot sinless, because God, who can see 
infinitely more clearly than men, and 
whose penetrating eyes are like flames of 
fire; which carry light into the thickest 
darkness, and even into the most hidd^ 
recesses of the heart, perceives in them 
fttults which are entirely unknown and 
unobservable by men. St. Augustin refers 
to a very appropriate illustration of this, 
dra\\Ti from the history of St. Paul, to which 
that Apostle alludes when he says of him- 
self, that in the days of his Judaism he was, 
" touching the law, blameless.'* What ! was 

V 



232 



DISCOURSES OF 



St Paul, the persecutor, the blasphemer, 
the inhnman murderer of the christiaiis, 
the greatest, the chief of all smners, with- 
out reproach, blameless as touching the 
righteousness of a law appointed by God ? 
If so, to be without reproach, and to be 
without sm, are two very different things, 
and, consequently, the character ^^irre- 
proachable^* can only have reference to 
men, before whom you are blameless, when 
you have nothing to fear from their accu- 
sations and censures, although you may 
be justly exposed to those of God; so, 
then, if the words " without blame** were 
employed without any other, you might 
say, that the Apostle meant simply before 
men, and not before Grod, in whose sight 
we are never blameless. But our tes:t 
clearly forbids this view, because it dis- 
tinctly and emphatically states, that God 
chose us that we should be holy and with- 
out blame before him^^ and not merely 
before men. What, then, my brethren, 
shall we adopt the opinidn of the Pelagian, 
who maintains that man can, by his own 



M. BTJ BOSC. 



23a 



ability, attain to spotless purity and perfect 
holiness in the present life? or shall we 
espouse the views of those who, admitting 
the corruption of our nature, nevertheless 
think that, with the aid and assistance 
of grace, we can keep the whole law of 
God, — ^fulfil all its commandments, — ^be 
sufficient for all its duties, — and observe 
it so perfectly as not to fail in one solitary 
point, — ^and that we can even rise above 
the perfection of the law by works of 
supererogation, domg things which are 
not ordered and required, voluntarily per- 
forming evangelical actions, whereby, they 
say, we place God under obligation, and, 
in fact, make him our debtor, and so 
purchase for ourselves crowns in paradise, 
high and exalted thrones, and degrees of 
glory far beyond ordinary saints ? God 
forbid, my brethren, that we should admit 
such strange doctrine. Such is but the 
vain puffing of pride, with whiibh Satan 
buffets men that he may destroy them, — 
a pinnacle of presumption to which he ele- 
vates them, to make more precipitous their 
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— a disposition of mind incompatible 
with the grace of him who tells us, that 
"he resists the proud, hut gives grace 
imto the lowly;" in a word, it is an er- 
ror perfectly irreconcUeahle with scripture, 
which teaches sentiments altogether dif- 
ferent and contrary, and which assures 
us, in the most express terms, that there 
is not a man upon the face of the earth 
"without hlame and without sin.** This 
is proclaimed alike hy prophets and apos- 
tles, — ^by the Old Testament and by the 
New ; and if you will attend to the 
Eternal, as he speaks in his word, you 
will find him distinctly uttering this 
oracle, "There is no man that sinneth 
not;" "There is none righteous, (that 
is, perfectly and completely so,) no not 
one." 

If all this be correct, you will, no 
doubt ask, how St. Paul can aflfirm in our 
text thati God chose us to be holy and 
vnthmt blame before him? How can 
he attribute such a character to believers, 
and yet regard them as persons who are 
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not to be found fault with even before 
God ? This is the great difficulty of the 
text, and that we may examine it with 
aU the care which, beyond all question, 
its importance demands, we shall give you 
first the views of others, and then submit 
our own. 

Two diflferent ways have been employed 
to solve this difficulty, which has exercised 
the ingenuity of all theologians, both an- 
cient and modem. The first is that adopted 
by those who say, that God truly chose 
us that we might be holy and unblamable 
before him, that this is the object and 
end of our election, but that this object 
is not attained, — ^this end is not accom- 
plished untU after death, and that it is 
in another world we are to expect per- 
fection. That it is very true that we were 
chosen to be "without blame," that we 
must necessarily become so, because the 
election of God cannot fail, and never 
can lose its eflfect, but that in a future 
life, and then only shall the election of 
God put us in actual possession of that 



236 



DISCOUBSES OF 



complete sanctification to which we were 
destined by it, before the foundation of 
the world. Here, below, we have but the 
beginning, — ^the first firuits of it, but on 
high we shall realise its fiiUness, and ac- 
complishment. Here we are regenerated 
and sanctified only " in part; but on high^ 
that which is in part will be done away, 
and that which is perfect will be come,'* 
saith St. PauL For God has appointed 
in grace the same order that he observes 
in nature, where he does not produce 
things in perfection all at once, but brings 
them forward, and raises them by gradual 
increase, and by diflTerent steps. You see 
this in a tree : at first there is but a little 
plant, weak, low, creeping, — ^time forma 
and shapes it by little and little, spread-^ 
ing out, and increasing day by day its 
stems, — ^thickening its trunk — ^lengthening 
its branches — ^hardening its bark, until 
having brought it to perfection, it acquires 
all the strength and all the beauty which 
belong to its species. You see the same 
order in the animal world, and even in 
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man, the lord and king of animak, and 
the chief of the works of God, for he 
passes first through the feehleness and 
stammerings of infancy, then through the 
irregularities and passions of youth, he- 
fore he reaches the stature, and attains 
the wisdom, prudence, and power of a full 
grown man. This plan God also pursued 
in t^e creation of the world. He might 
have made the universe in a moment, hut 
he chose to bring it gradually into exist- 
ence, and occupied six days in perfecting 
the machine of nature, — one day making 
one part, and another day another, imtil 
at length he crowned his work with that 
glory and magnificence which it now pre- 
sents to our view. Thus, my brethren, 
God operates in the sanctification of man ; 
he does not accomplish it all at once, but 
proceeds by little and little, and carries it 
forward by degrees to that perfection which 
is only reached in heaven. At first he causes 
this spiritual plant to germinate in the field 
of the church, — ^he increases it with time, 
— ^he makes it blossom, and bear the fruits 
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of righteousness and holiness, hut he does 
not place this divine plant in a situation 
where it can bear perfectly good fi^t, 
exactly suited to his taste, until, having 
removed it from the soil of this lower 
world, which is coarse and impure, he 
transplants it in his paradise, his heavenly 
garden, with the tree of life, which com- 
municates to it all its sap and all its 
substance. He first brings forth the new 
man by regeneration, — he developes him 
by little and little during the weakness 
of infancy, — he exercises his senses to dis- 
cern good and evil, — ^he strengthens his 
hands, — establishes his feet, — ^increases his 
light, his knowledge, and his good habits, 
but he never leads him to the measure 
of the stature of a perfect man in Christ, 
making him fully and thoroughly accom- 
plished, until he raise him on high, and 
give him his place in heaven. He com- 
mences here the creation of this little 
world; he first separates the chaos from 
its natural darkness, — ^he afterwards makes 
it radiant Mdth the bright and living light 
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of his truth — ^he adorns and enriches it 
day by day with some fresh addition, but 
he does not finish it, and exhibit its per- 
fect excellence, — ^its complete and faultless 
beauty, until the end of the week of life, 
when the seventh day comes, — ^that de- 
lightful and glorious rest — that eternal 
sabbath which will finish all our toils, 
and receive us into the bosom of God, 
with his holy angels. And surely we 
need not wonder that God acts thus, and 
that he reserves perfection for another 
world, and another time, for this is only 
conforming to the genius and order of 
grace, that middle state between nature, 
which is altogether corrupted, and glory, 
which is entirely holy and perfect. Grace, 
properly speaking, is only nature reformed, 
and glory commenced, and hence it must 
hold a middle place between these two, 
so that it leave us neither in the corruption 
of nature, nor carry us into the perfection 
of glory, but that drawing us away from 
the vices of the one, and guiding us to- 
wards the holiness of the other, it keeps 
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US between both, — ^in a state where good 
and evil are yet mixed — ^where the in- 
firmities of nature partially retain their 
influence, and where you can, at the same 
time, trace the outlines and the linea- 
ments of glory. 

This is besides suited to the condition 
of the church in this nether world. Here 
it is militant and not triumphant. Here 
it only fights, — ^its triumph is reserved 
for another life. Here it wars against 
sin, and consequently is exposed to defile- 
ment, and to wounds, and often even to 
deep and heavy aflBictions. Here it con- 
tends against misery, suflFering, and death, 
and consequently it cannot be perfectly- 
holy, for complete holiness, and a state 
of misery and death are quite incompa- 
tible. You do indeed see them meet 
in the person of Jesus Christ, but that 
was only for a very short time, and for 
an extraordinary reason, to accomplish the 
great work of our redemption, which re- 
quired a change in the natural order of 
things, since it rendered the Almighty 
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weak and feeble, the Eternal an infant, and 
the Immortal one subject to death. With- 
out this clashing, which was necessary for 
the salvation of mankind, perfect. holiness 
and glory, the one of which is a moral 
and the other a physical quality, never 
could have been parted for a moment, so 
if men could become perfectly holy upon 
earth, they must also have become glori- 
ous, immortal, and sovereignly happy. 
They would no longer be subject to grief, 
no more liable to death, and doomed to 
become tenants of the tomb, and God 
would rather send for them a chariot of 
fire, as he did for his prophet Elijah, to 
carry them to heaven, than allow them 
to remain in this evil world where their 
holiness must be so badly lodged, so ill 
matched, and where it must receive treat- 
ment so unworthy of its deserts. 

Perfection, then, is the privilege of hea- 
ven. It is not found in the land of the 
living ; and if God destined us to be holy 
with a holiness which is without blame, 
this advantage is not bestowed upon us 
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in this world, which is the abode of cor- 
ruption, the home of sin, the theatre of 
vice, and the field of death, but in that 
high heaven, which is the palace of holi- 
ness, of immortality, and of bliss. There 
is nothing, then, in our text to favour 
the vain and imaginary notion, that men 
ever attain to perfection on earth. Now, 
as it would be quite correct to say of 
a tree, that it had been planted to bring 
forth fruit, but absurd and ridiculous on 
that account to look for its production 
in the winter, since so far from then ex- 
pecting fruit, we do not think of seeing 
it even in the spring or summer, those 
seasons of buds and blossoms, and when, 
at the very most, it only forms; but in 
the autumn, when we gather in the mel- 
low fulness of the year; so, in like 
manner, God chose us that We might be 
without blame, not in this Ufe, which 
is the winter season, or, at most, but 
the spring time of the mystic trees of 
God, yielding only hopes, but in another 
and future age, in the autumn of grace. 
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when these trees shall produce ripe and 
mature fruits, which shall render them 
perfect before God. This reply doubtless 
contains doctrine true and souild in itself, 
but it does not remove the difficulty which 
^he words without hlame*^ present, be- 
d^use they are applied, as you will observe, 
to V^lievers in the present life, in the same 
sens^ in which St. Paul uses those, in the 
second chapter of his epistle to the Philip- 
pians, wherein he exhorts his friends to 
be "blameless, the sons of God without 
rebuke (or without spotj, in the midst of 
a crooked and perverse generation refer- 
ring evidently to what they ought to be 
in this life, and showing that this cha- 
racter belongs to them alreq^dy in this 
present world, without waiting for what 
they should become in glory. 

There is yet a second way, that of 
St. Augustin, in his " Treatise on the 
Perfection of Bighteovsnes^j against the 
Pelagian Celestius^^ by which it has 
been attempted to explain the designa- 
tion " without blame.^^ In the work now 
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referred to, the author distinguishes be- 
tween crime and sin. He says, that no 
one was ever bom without the latter, 
except himi who was both God and man 
in one person, but that the righteous may 
be without the former; that is to say, 
that they may be innocent of those enor- 
mous vices which make great criminals, 
as murder, robbery, adultery, fornication, 
fraud, dishonesty, and those other irre- 
gularities which are regarded as infamous 
both by God and men, and which St. 
Paul here particularly calls be- 
cause they make a disgraceful spot in a 
man's life. Thus, according to St. Au- 
gustin, those are "without blame," not 
who are without sin, for there are no such 
persons in the world, — every one having 
his own faults, but those who are not 
tainted with crime, and are free from all 
those dark and shameful actions which 
appear incompatible with the character of 
a good man. 

Certainly, my brethren, it is very true 
that aU sins are not equally heinous : some 
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are deserving of severer condemnation and 
heavier punishment than others. There 
is ignorance which we pity, — ^weajmess 
which seems to carry with it Something 
very like excuse, — hatred which is a great 
deal more blamable, and of which, how- 
ever, there is a variety — some kinds being 
only occasional, and, consequently, less 
dangerous ; others habitual and settled, 
which are inconceivably more pernicious. 
Of this latter class there are some open 
and unblushing, whose atrocity strikes 
both heaven and earth by the horror 
which it spreads on all sides through the 
world; there are others which make less 
noise, because they are committed in 
silence and in secret. Of those open sins, 
some are violations of the first table of 
the law, as idolatry, which is the greatest 
outrage that can be committed against 
God, and others are breaches of the 
second, which do not exhibit quite so 
much impiety. But be this as it may, 
all sins incur guilt, — all are transgressions 
of the law of God, — all contravene his 
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-will, and violate his commands, — all are 
forbidden in his word, and will enter into 
the accomit at the judgment, for the 
Saviour (ff the world assures us, that we 
must answer for every idle and unprofit- 
able word ; consequently, all sins render 
us reprehensible and blamable before God, 
and none are so little and insignificant 
as not to justify the Eternal in saying 
to us, as to the angels of the churches 
of the Apocalypse, "J have somewhat 
agaimt thee^^ And, besides, if none are 
"without blame" but those who have 
never been guilty of any crime, where 
will you find such in the world, since 
you see the greatest saints fall into hor- 
rible sins, as the blasphemies of Job, the 
murder and adultery of David, and the 
execrable denials of St. Peter, sufficiently 
and sadly testify ? 

We must have recourse, then, to a third 
way of justifying the character of irrepre- 
hensible, or without hlame^^ which is 
given to the children of God — ^the way 
which we would have you adopt, and 
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which is founded on two diBterent rela- 
tions, in which the scripture teaches us 
to regard God, representing him as Judge, 
or Father. As Judge, he is seated upon 
the tribunal of justice, examining all 
things with rigour, and weighing them in 
the exact balance of his sanctuary. As 
Father, he is seated on the throne of his 
grace, showing mercy and exercising his 
benignity, extending his aid and mani* 
festing his clemency. As Judge, he gives 
the law which requires perfect obedience 
to all its commandments, and denounces 
eternal curse upon those who fail in the 
very least of its demands. Cursed," 
saith it, "is every one who continueth 
not in all things written in the book of 
the law to do them." As Father, he 
gives the gospel which promises remis- 
sion of sins to all who believe, — ^to all 
who, moved by repentance, embrace, with 
sincere faith, the merit of his Son* 
Agreeably to these two diflferent relations, 
there are two different judgments of God : 
the one is a judgment of severity, which 
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he exercises as Judge on the tribunal of 
his justice, and according to law ; the 
other is a rule of tender forbearance, 
which he employs as a Father upon the 
throne of his grace, and according to the 
principles of the gospel. With respect to 
the former of these judgments, there is 
no man without blame** before him, for 
no man can stand the scrutiny of God 
when judging according to the rigour of 
the law and the demands of strict justice. 
Hence David exclaimed, all confounded, 
" If thou, Lord, shouldst mark iniquities, 
who shall stand?'* and hence the right- 
eous Job exclaimed, — "How should man 
be just with God? If he will contend 
with him, he cannot answer him, one of a 
thousand." But with respect to that in* 
dulgent estimate, — ^his paternal and gospel 
estimate, which he forms according to the 
movements and inclinations of his grace, 
men may be " without blame** notwith- 
standing they are not perfect, because 
God, in the kind and partial character 
of a Father, does not use rigour, — doea 
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not reckbn up and impute to theih. all 
their faults and aU their iniquities; but, 
on the contrary, imputes all that is against 
them to the satisfa<jtion — the righteous- 
ness of his Son, by which he treats them 
as truly without blame, because it covers 
their sins, hides them from his eyes, 
dispels them from his sight, so that he 
no more finds in them ground of con- 
demnation, for " there is no condemnation 
to them who are in Christ Jesus," but 
rather they have a perfect righteousness 
which absolves them before him, and ever 
renders them worthy of his rewards and 
of his glory, according to those words of 
the Saviour, — '*They shall walk with me 
in white, for they are worthy," — ^worthy 
not for their own sakes, and because of 
their works, but for the righteousness of 
Christ, which clothes them with the high- 
est dignity. 

This, properly and strictly, is what the 
Apostle says in our text, where, you see, 
he speaks not merely of being without 
blmne'' before Go(}, but of being so 
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toc^/* Por what is this love? It is 
generally understood to be that excellent 
virtue by which we are led to love Grod 
and our neighbour, — ^that virtue which is 
greater and more eminent than all others, 
"the bond of perfectness" and "the ful- 
filling of the law so that if you believe 
commentators — ^to be " without blame be- 
fore God m love J** is to be irreproachable 
with respect to all the duties and offices 
of that christian regard which fills us 
with zeal towards God, and affection for 
our neighbour; but we do not concur in 
this opinion, for we do not think it is 
that of the Apostle in the text. The 
love there spoken of is not the love of 
men but of God, that which he bears 
towards us from a principle of charity, — 
from a movement of compassion, — ^from 
a feeling of mercy. Thus St. Paul would 
teach us, that we are "without blame" 
before God not in his strict justice, but 
in his love, or his charitable consideratioa 
of us. His justice might confound us, 
but his love excuses us, — ^his justice " sets 
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our sins in the light of his countenance," 
but his love "casts them behind his 
back," as saith the scripture; he covers 
the multitude of our transgressions with 
the veil of the satisfaction of Christ, 
— ^his justice might write against us 
our sentence of condemnation, like the 
terrible hand which appeared to the im- 
pious Belshazzar, but his love signs 
our pardon, as did the gracious hand of 
the Saviour the acquittal of the woman 
taken in adultery. We are, then, " with- 
out blame" before God, but we are so 
in his charity and mercy. You know 
that a good son, who conducts himself 
properly and respectfully towards his 
father, receives, in return, no rude and 
harsh rebukes; on the contrary, his pa- 
rent showers down upon him his caresses, 
his praises, his encouragements, and his 
kindnesses, inasmuch as for his love and 
obedience to his father, he is "without 
blame" before him, although perhaps he 
might have been otherwise regarded by a 
rigorous law-giver, or a severe philosopher. 
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who might have tried him according to 
all the requirements of a perfect rule. 
Now, this is exactly the case with the 
children of God : they are " without 
blame" in the eyes of the heavenly 
Father, because he is their Father, and 
because they cherish cordial affection for, 
and yield respectful obedience to him. 
If he were to try them as a judge, ac- 
cording to his law, he could not be satisfied 
with them, because he should find the sins 
of their life all but infinite. But as a 
Father, he is pleased, because he sees in 
their hearts a true tenderness for him, 
and that, if they have defects, the obe- 
dience of his Son, which they embrace 
by faith, conceals and hides them from 
view. 

Behold, then, my brethren, the medium 
through which we are rendered irrepre- 
hensible, or " without blame," before God. 
It is not to be in ourselves perfect and 
without sin, for that is a thing abso- 
lutely impossible — ^a vain and chimerical 
pretension — ^but to be possessed of the 
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dispositions necessary to share in the for-^ 
beaxance, the love, and the grace of the 
Father of mercies. If you have those salu- 
tary dispositions, by whatever infirmities 
you may at times be overtaken, you have 
nothing to fear from his reprehensions, 
because the merit of his Son, which will 
be imputed to us, will graciously support 
and sustain you. We shall be "without 
blame," — we shall be faultless, for his 
sake, through means of the dispositions 
required for sharing in the kindness of 
his Father. 

But what are these, say you, — ^what are 
the necessary dispositions? This is the 
main point, — the key of the whole mys- 
tery, and there is, perhaps, no part of. 
christian ethics more important, since it 
shows how you can be "without blame" 
in the judgment of mercy and of grace. 
Let us endeavour, then, to throw light 
upon this subject, and show what will 
make our life approved by God, that with- 
out which he will strictly mark against 
us all our imperfections and all our 
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short-comings. After fully considering 
this subject, three things seem to me to 
be necessary for this purpose : — ^first, sin- 
cerity in our virtues ; secondly, sufficiency 
of their extent ; thirdly, perseverance and 
constancy in them. Here are the three 
qualifications, possessed of which you may 
hope to be without blame before God, — I 
say before God, looking upon us with a 
charitable and fatherly eye in Jesus Christ, 
from whence each of these characteristics 
is considered in the scripture as a kind 
of perfection, as you wiU find from what 
follows : — 

Pirst, then, it is necessary that our vir- 
tues should be sincere, without hypocrisy, 
— ^^ithout disguise, — without dissimula- 
tion. Without this fundamental quality, 
which is essential to a good soul, you can 
never expect to please God. And, truly, 
hypocrisy is a sin altogether abominable; 
for if the hypocrite believes that God sees 
him, what strange and horrible impu- 
dence he must have to dare to sin in the 
very face of the Deity, and if he does not 



M. DU BOSC. 265 

believe that God sees him, he is, then, a 
kind of atheist, who denies indirectly the 
existence of the Divine Being, since he 
regards him as blind and without sight, 
so that however you take such a character, 
it must be confessed that he is a dreadful 
sinner ; and as there is nothing more in- 
famous among men than deceit, so there is 
nothing more execrable before God than 
hypocrisy. On the contrary, sincerity is in- 
finitely agreeable and pleasing to him. It 
was this for which our Lord so loved Na- 
thaniel. " Behold," said he, when he saw 
him coming, "behold an Israelite indeed, in 
whom there is no guile and even God 
has such regard for it, that it passes for 
perfection in his sight. He treats us as 
perfect, provided we are sincere in our 
devotion, and in our probity. Thus it is 
said of David, in the second book of Chron- 
icles, that he was " perfect, and upright,'* 
because he was sincerely religious, and a 
good man, although he had sometimes 
fallen into great sins. And thus, to the 
£U^e purpose, King Hezekiah said to the^ 
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Eternal, — " Remember that I have walked 
before thee in the integrity and perfect- 
ness of my heart;" that is in sincerity, 
for it must be recollected that this prince 
had many failings, and was chargeable 
with many vices. This is, then, the first 
quality which God requires of those who 
are " without blame" in the sight of his 
love and mercy, and one of the best things 
of which we can be assured, indubitably 
is, that we are honest and sincere. 

But this first quality must be accom- 
panied with a second, which is, that 
our piety be sufficiently extensive, — ^it 
must reach all the virtues — all parts of 
sanctification, without neglecting one, since 
as saith St, James, "He who offendeth 
in one point is guilty of all," and to 
practise some virtues, while you slight 
and take no thought about others, is to 
attempt a compromise with God, and only 
to be half on his side, — ^to unite Christ 
and Belial, God and the Devil, light and 
darkness, righteousness and iniquity, be-* 
tween which there can be no communion^ 
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no agreement, no concord. It is to ask 
permission to be foolish and wicked in 
some things. It is to consent to divide 
the child, and give one half of it to the 
false mother, who has no jight to it, — - 
to the impure and vicious fle^h, which has 
no legitimate claim, whereas the wise man, 
as Solomon, gives it whole to the true 
mother, — ^to grace, to which alone it be* 
longs in justice, since it is it which 
begets the man for spiritual and hea* 
venly life. It is nothing, then, to be 
sober, if you are not chaste, nor to be 
chaste if you are not humble, nor to be 
humble if you are not just, nor to be just 
if you are not charitable, nor to be cbari. 
table if you are not devout, and whoso? 
ever cherishes one solitary sin in his heart, 
(I mean one reigning and dominant sin,) 
can never please God any metre than can 
the man who holds any correspondence 
jyith the enemy of the state be regarded 
as faithful to his king. We must aban- 
don, at the same time, every vice, and 
occupy ourselves with the cultivation of 
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every virttle if we would be "without 
blame" before God, since but one sin wil- 
lingly indulged in and cherished, cannot 
fail to draw down upon us the animadyer- 
sion and wrath of him who forbids every 
transgression. 

Not that any one can avoid sometimes 
falling into sin, which the best of men too 
often do, but that when you do so, it is 
necessary that you be assured that your 
fall does not arise from habit, nor from 
obduracy of heart, nor from a profane spirit, 
nor from negligence, but simply through 
wealmess, and sudden surprise, and that 
it be followed by the uplifting influence 
of repentance, and lead you to take oc- 
casion from it, and from experience of 
your infirmity to stand aloof from what 
is evil with greater care and attention 
than before. Whosoever studies thus to 
extend his piety to all the duties of a 
real christian, to be truthful in his words, 
humble in his feelings, sober in his re- 
pasts, chaste in his desires, charitable in 
his almsgiving, just and correct in his 
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affairs, devout and religious in his pubKc 
and private duties, will most assuredly be 
without blame," — ^irreprehensible before 
God, although he fail to acquit himself 
with that perfection which he could wish, 
and mix with his conduct at the best too 
many defects, because the love of God 
covers all his imperfections, and the merit 
of Jesus Christ procures for him a full 
pardon. Therefore, this extent of piety 
passes for perfection before God, for it 
constitutes that perfection of parts so ce- 
lebrated among theologians, and which is 
founded on so many passages of scripture, 
where you know believers are called per- 
fect and complete, because they have all 
the parts of regeneration, although they 
have not yet attained every degree of 
sanctification, just as you say that a child 
is perfect and complete when it has all its 
members, although it has neither the 
power, nor the measure, and stature of 
a man. 

To sincerity and the extent of piety 
now considered, we must, however, add 
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perseverance in holiness. Without thi» 
we have nothing but shame and condem- 
nation to expect from the Eternal. If 
any man draw back/' saith St. Paul, " my 
soul shall have no pleasure in him:*'* 
" When a righteous man," saith the pro- 
phet, "tumeth away firom his righteous-, 
ness, all his righteousness that he hath 
done shall not be mentioned/'t "He 
that endureth to the end," saith the Sa- 
viour, "the same shall be saved;" J and 
it is to those only who are faithful to 
death that he promises the incorruptible 
"crown of life." II God hates nothing 
so much as the conduct of those fool- 
ish Qalatians, who, having begun in the 
spirit, finish disgracefully in the flesh. It 
would be far better to begin ill and end 
well, like St. Paul, who, from being a 
persecutor, became an Apostle, than to 
begin well and end ill, as Judas, who, 
from being an Apostle, became a traitor 
and a detestable apostate. Piety, to be a<s 
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ceptable to God, must be constant and nni-. 
form without retraction,— without change, 
and without abatement. The kingdom of 
God, my brethren, " suffereth violence, and 
the violent take it by force," but it is not 
that violence which soon passes away, and 
which leads to the saying, that nothing 
violent is abiding. Far be from us that 
hasty, and impetuous violence, resembhng 
a fever, which passes in a few hours, leav- 
ing the body in a state of lassitude, and 
langour ; or, Uke the powder of a cannon, 
which very quickly catches fire, throws 
out a grand blaae, makes a tremendous 
noise, but vanishes inomediately, and goes 
off in smoke 1 The violence of the be- 
liever must resemble the sun which runs, 
and rolls on continually with inconceivable 
tapidity, to complete, without pause, his 
wonderful and glorious course. Thus 
the christian must incessantly be going 
forward, ftom strength to strength,'* 
without stopping,— without slackening hia 
pace, until he has reached the mark of 
bis heavenly calling. 
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Besides, this perseverance is also a kind 
of perfection, and is so called in the scrips 
tures, by St. James, where he writes, " let 
patience have her perfect work;" accor*^ 
ding to the sound and reasonable inter- 
pretation of St. Jerome, who says, "then 
a work is said to be perfect when it is 
persevered in to the end, and that perhaps 
in imitation of the language of the Greeks, 
who called the wrestlers perfect when they 
pan to the end of the list, or when they 
had fought to the end of the time ap- 
pointed for their exercises." 

Behold, my brethren, what renders 
us "without blame" before God in the 
judgment of his forbearance and his grace; 
and most assuredly piety of this kind,-— 
sincere — enlarged piety, extending to all 
virtues without any exception, persevering 
to our last breath, will sustain us in his 
presence without being charged with any 
blame by him, notwithstanding our faults 
and shortcomings, because his love will 
pass over all our infirmities, and withhold 
him from casting upon us any reproachi 
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That merciful and charitable Father will 
not reprehend us with rigour, — ^he will 
not disown us for having sometimes failed 
in our duty. He does not extinguish the 
stars because they have their spots. He 
does not destroy the earth because in many 
places it is defiled with the spimie of in- 
sects, and even the venom of serpents* 
He does not swallow up the rivers because 
their waters are mingled with mud and 
slime. He does not bum up the com 
because it grows among tares, or is touched 
by the mildew. He does not root up and 
annihilate the trees because caterpillars 
and snails draw their infection over the 
beauty of their flowers, and their fruits. 
And neither will he destroy men because 
there is imperfection in their manners; 
and provided we are faithful to him, al- 
though it may be in ever so small a thing, 
he will not fail to address us as if we had 
been faithful in aU, — "Well done, good 
and faithful servants, you have been faith- 
ful in a few things, enter ye into the joy 
of your Lord." 
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Since then, dearly beloved brethren, 
God "has chosen us that we might be 
holy and without blame before him" in 
this way; let us study to acquire this true 
holiness, if we wish to assure ourselves that 
we have an interest in that eternal election 
upon which depends aU our salvation. 
Consider that this blessed election des- 
tines us, to be holy and " without blame" 
before God. He did not choose us that 
we might be sages, — ^that we might be 
eloquent — that we might have the light 
of prophecy, or the gift of tongues, or the 
power of working miracles, or the under- 
standing of mysteries, but that we might 
be holy. It is by this alone, then, that we 
can judge of our election. All the rest is 
useless, and can give you no correct 
opinion on the subject. Possess, O men, 
aU the fine qualities imaginable, if you 
have no holiness, you never can have the 
consolation and the happiness of believing 
that you are of the number of the elect 
of God. Balattm was a prophet, Judas 
wrought miracles, Tertullup and Herod 
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were eloquent, the scribes and doctors of 
the law were learned, and had even in 
their possession the key of knowledge, and 
yet they were but so many reprobates. 
There is, then, nothing but holiness which 
can assure us of our election. And con- 
sequently, if you wish to know it, embrace 
and cherish that precious holiness which 
alone can give you any certainty of it. Be 
holy in your bodies, carefully to maintain 
their* purity; be holy in your minds, that 
you may preserve the image of God, which 
consists in righteousness and true holiness; 
be holy in your words, that you may ban- 
ish aU falsehood, all blasphemy, aU fraud, 
all detraction, and that you may never use 
your tongue but to bless God, and to edify 
men ; be holy in your actions, that you 
may never do any thing but that which 
is good and virtuous, or at least innocent, 
and not criminal, for in this way you shall 
make your calling and election sure; you 
shall possess great and delightful assu- 
rance, and you shall feel, that before God 
you are "without blame," and that you 
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have nothing to fear from his charitable 
judgment. Oh, sweet and ravishing as* 
surancel Oh, imutterable delight 1 Oh, 
blessed repose 1 Oh, contentment which 
cannot be expressed 1 when a man^can feel 
confident that he can stand before the 
throne of God, and receive his heavenly 
approbation. How mean and pitiful are 
all the pleasures and good things of earth 
compared with that infinite delight which 
this holy feeling begets in the soull If 
one of the ancients foimd that the phi- 
losophical repose of the soul (even with- 
out thinking of God) was to be preferred 
to the empire of the whole world, what 
must be that admirable repose of a chris- 
tian soul which has nothing to fear from 
the judgment of God ? and are there any 
crowns in the universe of any thing like 
equal worth ? With what love, with what 
ardour, then, ought we not to follow holi- 
ijiess which brings blessing so great, and 
secures advantages so inestimable? 

But let us remember that if we would 
gather this delightful fruit, we must be 
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possessed of holiness, such as that which 
we have described. Cultivate holiness, 
then, which is sincere, and free from all 
affectation and hypocrisy. Let us have 
nothing of the theatre in the church, — ^no 
acting in religion — ^no disguise in piety — 
no dissimulation in our hearts, still less 
even than in our faces. Let us be sincerely 
what we pretend to be, in every thing 
better within than without, since the glory 
of the daughter of Zion must be chiefly 
within. Let it not be our study, to please 
men, whose approval and good opinion 
will avail us nothing on that grand and 
glorious day which must decide our eter- 
nal destiny for weal or for woe; let us 
rather iteek to please him who shall then 
pronounce our sentence, and render to 
each according to his works. Let us re- 
member, that at all times, in all places, 
— ^in "whatsoever state" we are, he 
hears us, — ^records our actions, and that 
at last he will open his books, and expose 
our whole life and conduct to the view of 

the assembled universe. Let us constantly 
z 
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live, as in his sight, and as in his pre 
sence. Let us conduct ourselves when wi 
are alone, with him, as if we were ex 
hihited to the gaze of the whole world 
and let us never fear less to pollute the 
"eyes of his glory" in the secret of our owi 
closets, and in the bottom of our owi 
hearts, than in the largest assemblies. 

Let us cherish, then, an extensive pietj 
embracing all the virtues, and making m 
morally good, not in part only, but alto- 
gether, — not dividing our services betweei 
God and the world, — ^between the flesl 
and the spirit, — ^between holiness and vice. 
In piety it must be all or nothing ; and 
equally miserable are the unhappy and 
wretched persons, who surrender them- 
selves entirely to Satan, fulfilling all his cri- 
minal wishes, and those who enter iato £ 
compromise with him, only partially tc 
serve and obey him. Let us, then, cultivate 
sanctification, but let it be whole, and ii 
all its integrity, as saith our Apostle, " Lei 
us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness oi 
the flesh, and of the spirit/' "Let us 
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add," according to the exhortation of St, 
Peter, "Let us add to our faith virtue, 
and to virtue knowledge, and to knowledge 
temperance, and to temperance patience, 
and to patience godliness, and to godliness 
brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kind- 
ness charity;'* and as saith our great St. 
Paul, " Whatsoever things are true, what- 
soever things are honest, whatsoever things 
are just, whatsoever things are pure, what- 
soever things are lovely, whatsoever things 
are of good report, if there be any virtue, 
and if there be any praise, think on" and 
practise " these things." 

Knally, let us have a persevering holi- 
ness, that we may never tire in the way 
of godliness, but that we may be daily 
advancing, and that leaving the things 
which are behiad, {i. e.) those virtues to 
which we have already attained by the 
grace of our Lord, and reaching forth to 
those things which are before, {i. e.,) to- 
wards those virtues to which we have not 
yet attained, always pressing towards the 
mark, for the prize of our high calling, I 
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have fought a good fight, I have finished 
my course, I have kept the faith," was 
the language of St. Paul, and must be the 
hmguage of every christian, — of all those 
who would obtain the crown of righteous- 
ness. It is necessary not only to fight, 
but to fight in every conflict as long 
as the battle rages, {i. e.^) as long as life 
endures, which is nothing else but one 
continual course of warfare to which mortals 
are doomed upon the earth. It is neces- 
sary not only to receive the faith, but to 
keep it ; not only to run, but to keep the 
course; and after having entered on the 
career, — after having marched for some 
time, it is necessary to press forward to 
the mark to obtain the crowns which are 
bestowed nowhere but at the goal. Happy- 
shall we be, my brethren, truly happy, if 
we thus give ourselves to the study and 
the practise of holiness, for we shall be 
unblamable before God. That great Being 
with whom we have to do is charitable, — 
he is love itself. He is neither a hard 
master nor a rigorous judge, but a mer- 
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dful and benignant Father ; and his com- 
passion towards those who fear him, is like 
that of a kind parent to the children whom 
he loves. " I will pardon them," saith he, 
as a father the son whom he loveth." 
Seeing us, then, labouring earnestly, and 
with a sincere heart for sanctification, he 
will help our weak efforts, — he will ap- 
prove our little services, he will crown 
them in his judgment, he will honour 
them with his rewards, as if they had 
been perfect, and complete in every point, 
and drawing us forth frofn this imperfect 
and defective state of grace, he will exalt 
us to that of glory, whence all our im- 
perfections being banished, we shall be 
literally holy and " without blame" before 
God, "for seeing him then as he is, and 
beholding him face to face, we shall be 
completely transformed into his image, to 
be holy as he is holy, and perfect as he 
is perfect, for ever and ever." 

May God add his blessing, and to the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be 
honour and glory for ever. Amen* 



I 



THE ADOPTION OF THE PEEDESTINATED; 

OB, 

A DISCOURSE ON THESE WORDS OF ST. PAUL, IN 
HIS EPISTLE TO THE EPHESIANS, I C. 5 V.: 

Having predestinated us unto the adoption of 
children by Jesus Christ to himself. 

My Brethren, — The conflicting tastes 
of the hearers of the gospel have divided 
them into two classes, entertaining oppo- 
site views on the subject of preaching, the 
one class liking best to listen to the doc- 
trines, and the others wishing to hear only 
the morality of the Bible. The former 
would be constantly entertained with the 
great mysteries of revelation, deep theo- 
logy, learned and curious researches, ex- 
planations of diflSicult passages, and in order 
to satisfy such, the close of every period 
must force the exclamation, Sow profomdl 
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The latter are more delighted with virtue 
than knowledge, and in sermons desire 
nothing but precepts for the direction of 
a christian. They wish only lessons of 
piety, moral maxims, counsel, rules for 
the direction of the conscience, exhorta* 
tions and powerful denunciations, and that 
every discourse addressed to them should 
carry on its front Solmess to the Ijord" 
But assuredly the more reasonable and 
correct opinion is, that these two modes 
of preaching must be combined to pro^ 
duce the desired effect. Doctrines and 
morals must have each their proper plac^ 
that the mind may be illuminated, and the 
heart touched. Man is endowed with two 
faculties which are essential to him, intel^ 
led, whose province it is to understand, 
jond to judge ; . and toill, the proper use of 
which is to love, and whosoever wishes 
to gain his soul, must operate upon it 
through both these faculties. It is neoes* 
sary to give knowledge to his mind, that 
you may beget love in his will, to show 
him the truth of the doctrinosi that be 
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may embrace the holiness of the precepts. 
To exhort a man without instructing him, 
appears to me to be an attempt either to 
impose upon or to force him, so that if 
you try to lead in this manner, you can- 
not fail to provoke defiance and resistance. 
Likewise, to instruct a man without ex- 
horting him, leaving him to enjoy, undis- 
turbed, the security of a false conscience, 
is like one who preaches to a sleeping man 
without using any means specially intended 
to awake him from his slumber. 

It is necessary that theological topics 
be blended in our discourses on the gos- 
pel with the rules of practical godliness ; 
that the doctrines should lead to the pre- 
cepts, and that precepts should always flow 
from the doctrines, that the former may 
enlighten, and that the latter may stir up, 
and so quicken the heart, or to speak 
more correctly, these two must be so 
commingled as every where to pervade 
our preaching. As the precious stones 
in the breastplate of the great high priest 
were distinct and separate, and so arranged 



276 



DISCOURSES OF 



that the one could easily be distinguished 
from the other, but nevertheless, as they all 
at once, threw out one common light, in 
which their individual lustre and brilliancy 
were confounded, so in the sermons of the 
ministers of Jesus Christ, the subjects which 
are introduced, however different, and how- 
ever arranged in the order which distin- 
guishes them, ought to constitute one blaze 
of light in which the truth of the doctrines 
is so completely mixed with the holiness 
of the virtues, that they may come into 
view at the same time, and that there may 
be foimd at one point the shining of the 
Urim and Thummim, {i. e.^) the splendour 
of instruction with the soundness of good 
regulations. As the lightning and the thun- 
der accompany each other in such a way 
that you cannot tell which goes first, the 
eye supposing the Hghtning, and reason, 
on the contrary, (ia the opinion of many) 
the thunder, so ought it to be with the 
doctrines and the precepts in sermons, — 
they should be so arranged that one hardly 
knows to which of the two to give hia 
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attention, that when you notice them, al- 
most at the same time, and in the same 
instant, if possible, the eye may be struck 
with the lightning of the one, aud the car 
with the noise and thunder of the other. 

This holy and happy combination you 
see admirably displayed by our Apostle, 
that perfect model of an evangelical 
preacher, who enlightens and sanctifies 
at the same time. Hardly has he touched 
upon doctrine when he advances to practi- 
cal godliness, and hardly has he approached 
practical godliness when he reverts again 
to doctrine, and continuing constantly in 
this way he makes christians perfect, ren- 
dering them equally wise and good. That 
part of his epistle from which we are now 
addressing you, is a remarkable illustration 
of this. He treats, there, on the subject 
of eternal election, one of the greatest and 
profoimdest mysteries of our holy rehgion, 
but he has hardly begun his discourse 
when he applies himself to the subject of 
holiness. "God," said he, in the verse 
preceding, "chose us before the founda- 
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tion of the world:" here is the theological, 
the doctrinal part ; and then immediately 
after he adds, " that we should be holy and 
without blame before him in love;" here is 
the soimd christian morality at the same 
time. And now passing from this morality, 
here he is re-entering upon the mystery in 
our text, "having," saith he; "predestinated 
us unto the adoption of children by Jesus 
Christ to himself." Let us follow the path 
of this holy Apostle, all whose steps were 
conducted and regulated by the Spirit of 
God. Let us resume, with him, the sub- 
ject of this high and adorable election, 
which is the source and origin of all salu- 
tary grace, and without recapitulating 
what we have already said on this impor- 
tant matter, let us look at it to day in 
another way. Por this purpose let us 
keep close to our text, which presents it 
to us under a^ew name, and directs our 
attention to its aim and end. The new 
name is " Predestiaation," and it gives 
us one particular idea of it, and the end to 
which it relates is "Adoption by Jesua 
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Christ.'' " God," saith St. Paul, « predes^ 
tmated m tmto the adoption of children 
by Jems Christ to himself'^ These great 
graces of heaven, divine predestination 
and christian adoption, are the two points 
.to which we now direct your attention; 
and may God, who is the author of both, 
grant us his assistance, that we may 
explain them for his glory and your sal- 
vation, by the light of his spirit, and ac- 
cording to the infallible rule of his word. 

I. The word predestination is a term 
peculiar to the scripture, and owes, if not 
its origin, at least its vogue and currency 
to sacred authors, for it is used but once 
•in the writings of Pagans, and then in a 
sense altogether different from that in 
which it is used both in the church and 
in the world. The New Testament first 
brought it into use, and even there you 
never meet with it, except in the writings 
of our divine St. Paul, so that this great 
Apostle is properly the father of this word, 
,which contains a very important and mar- 
vellous doctrixx6» and from his mouth it 
2 a 
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was that it passed to the whole church 
and the whole world. This word signifies 
to destine hefore, because before all ages^ 
before " the heavens were prepared, and 
before the mountains were settled," as 
saith Solomon, God, in his eternal coimsd, 
ordained all things; he appointed their des- 
tiny in the secret of his infinite wisdom, he 
fixed their bounds, he determined with 
himself all that should happen to them 
in succeeeding ages. It is a general truth 
that all that happens in time was deter- 
mined by God before all time, since it is 
certain that God, from all eternity, fore- 
saw all things, and that haviag foreseen 
them, it was infallibly and inevitably ne* 
cessary that they should come to pass, 
otherwise his foresight would have failed, 
and his knowledge would have been subject 
to mistake, a thought which cannot be en- 
tertained without the greatest impiety, or 
pronounced without the most horrid blas- 
phemy. 

. Taking it in this general significatioiiy 
the word predestinate applies to every 
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thing, without exception, since nothing to 
which they were not predestinated by the 
appointment of sovereign and eternal pro- 
vidence can ever happen to any of God's 
creatures. In fact, by ordinary usage and 
common consent, the term predestination 
is constantly so employed. Thus, when 
some remarkable accidait occurs, — ^when 
any unexpected evil falls upon our families, 
when any unforeseen disease attacks and 
afilicts our bodies, when any sudden loss 
deranges our affairs, when any obstacle 
not anticipated interrupts our plans, and 
destroys our expectations, we usually say 
that we were predestinated to it, — that it 
is our destiny, and we endeavour to console 
ourselves with the idea that we are imder 
the power of an inevitable fate, which 
neither our sagacity, nor our most careful 
vigilance, nor our dexterity, nor our most 
powerful efforts, could hinder. So it is 
also, that when any thing happens con- 
trary to all human appearances, — when a 
marriage takes place between persons of 
different countries, or of very unequal 
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fortunes, or of opposite tempers and dis- 
positions, or in spite of other obstacles 
apparently insuperable; when you are saved 
from danger to all appearance inevitable, 
and by which it would seem as if you 
must perish, like him who being exposed • 
on a deserted and forsaken island, goes to 
sea in the coflSn of death, in which only 
a short time before it seemed as if he 
must have been interred, and in this mis- 
erable bark, made of planks badly put 
together, trusts himself gladly upon the 
waves of the ocean, where he had but 
lately escaped shipwreck, and converts the 
bier of death into a ship which saves his 
life, (I say, in contemplating occurrences 
so remarkable and astonishing,) it is usual 
for you to exclaim, there must be, it cannot 
be denied that there is a predestination, a 
destiny, since the decree of God manifestly 
appears in these strange and remarkable 
events. 

Now, my brethren, that of which we 
have now been speaking, is not precisely 
* the predestination of the textj, for to regards 
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it in this geaeral sense, is to confound it 
with, the providence of God, which respects 
the order and management of the things 
of the world, — ^the direction of events, the 
administration of affairs, the success of 
enterprises, the good or evil destiny of the 
creatures. It is quite true that predesti- 
nation is a branch and a part of providence^ 
but nevertheless, with this difference, that 
providence has to do with all creatures,--- 
.all parts of the world, for all the affairs 
of the universe are subject to its arrange- 
ments and app(»ntments ; whereas predes- 
tination merely respects rational creatures, 
and in that only which affects their salva- 
tion. To define predestination particularly 
,then, and exactly to show you its nature, 
we say that it is a decree of God, bjr 
which he determined in himself before all 
ages, to choose a portion of mankind, to 
make them partakers of his grace and 
glory, and to conduct them to salvation, 
.and to leave others in their corruption 
and misery, so that predestination divideus 
itself into two parts, the electicm of soxae 
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and the reprobation of others. It is of 
the former of these that St. Paul speaks 
in our text, when he says, " God hath 
predesimated m tmto the adoption of 
children by Jems Christ to himself 
whence you see that by the predestinated 
he means the elect, those whom God chose 
of a love entirely free, and gracious, those 
whom he regarded with the eye of his pure 
favour and benevolence. 

If this be correct, you wiU say predes^ 
tination and election are one and the same 
thing, and yet here we find St. Paul speak- 
ing of them as if they were diflferent, for 
in the preceding verse, he says, that " God 
elected us before the foundation of the 
world,'* and now ia our text he adds» 

having predestinated mJ^ He elected 
us, having predestinated us, where election, 
and predestination are but one thing, and 
in that case St. Paul used a vain repetition^ 
unworthy of his admirable taste and good 
sense, as if he said, God has elected us^ 
having elected us ; or if they are not the 
.$ame, you ask what is the difference? Many 
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have attempted to show this, and the most 
thejr have produced on the subject has 
been of the same character ; but to speak 
the truth, they have rather followed their 
own imagination and fancy than the form 
of sound words, which is the holy scripture. 
Some assert that predestination is more 
general than election, which consists merely 
of a decree to save, whereas predestination 
say they includes the decree both to save 
and to condemn, — ^to save some and to 
condemn others, — ^to make vessels of mercy 
prepared unto glory, and vessels of wrath 
fitted for eternal destruction, whence they 
suppose a predestination to life, and a 
predestination to death. I know that some 
modern theologians speak thus, and even 
some of the ancient as well, although 
much more rarely ; but I also know that 
you have not read in the Bible of predesti- 
nation to death. The term to predestinate 
is always associated with a good intention, 
it always means to elect and destine to 
salvation: whom God did foreknow^^ 
saith St. Paul in his epistle to the BomauSs 
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" he also did predestinate to be conforme 
to the image of his Son,''* Speaking t 
the Ephesians, our Apostle saith to them 
£U3 you see further on in his epistle, " i\ 
whom also we have obtained an inheritcmce 
being predestinated according to the pur 
pose of him who worketh all things'' i wit] 
power ; and in our text " he hath predes 
tinated us tmto the adoption of chUdrei 
by Jesus Christ to himself" It is onl; 
in these three passages that you find tb 
word predestinate^ and in all of them yoi 
see it is employed in a good sense, namely 
to describe the blessed choice which Gt)< 
made of the elect in his eternal counseL 
Others hold that there is a differeno 
between election and predestination, in a 
much as the former respects the end, tha 
is to say, the eternal life and happines 
which is enjoyed in heaven, whereas tb 
latter has reference to the means by whicl 
we arrive at that blessed place, which an 
faith, good works, and perseverance ii 
godliness, so that according to these, elec 
r * Bom. viii. 29. f Ephes. i. 11- " 
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tion is the decree to give glory, predes- 
tination, that to bestow grace, which is the 
way and path to glory. But all this is said 
and asserted from mere fancy, without any 
authority, for the scripture speaks no less 
of an election to grace than of an election 
to glory; and it is even certain that it 
has reference particularly to grace, as its 
first aim, according to the sacred writers. 
" I have chosen you," said Jesus Christ 
to his disciples, "that ye should bring 
forth fruit." He does not say that you 
should be saved, but that you should bring 
forth the fruits of righteousness, and that 
by these good fruits you should reach 
salvation. "He hath chosen us," said 
St. Paul in the verse immediately pre- 
ceding our text, " that we should be holy 
and without blame," not that we should 
be glorified, but that we should be good, 
and that thereby we should afterwards 
attain to glory. It is, then, but a waste 
of time, and a perversion of the use of 
our understanding to search for differences 
between election and predestination. They 
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are one and the same favour, one and 
the same decree by which God, in the 
comisel of his love, chose some whom he 
desired to bring into his blessed fellowship. 
Why then, say you, does St. Paul mention 
it twice ? Why does he say that God 
elected us, having predestinated us, as if 
they were two diflferent graces ? He does 
so, my brethren, because the election of 
God, which is simple, and one in itself, 
must be considered in two different res- 
pects, which ought to be carefully distin- 
guished. 'For either it is election in Christ 
or election to Christ. Now this, unlike 
the preceding of which we have now been 
speaking, is no mere fancy. It is the 
scripture itself which supplies this dis- 
tinction. This, the messenger of gra.ce, 
the doctor of the nations, teaches in this 
part even of his epistle to the Ephesians, 
for in the words immediately preceding 
our text, he said, that God chose tia in 
Christ." Here is election in Christ, then, 
in express terms, and in our text he adds, 
" that he predestinated us to the adoption 
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of children to himself by Jesus Christ," 
where he teaches us to notice and ac- 
knowledge an election to Christ. For my 
brethren Jesus Christ must be considered 
either as the foundation, or as the end of 
election; as the foundation, because it rests 
upon him ; as the end, because it tends to 
bring us to him, both of these being ab- 
solutely necessary for our salvation. 

In the one case it was necessary that 
God should elect us in Christ, because 
without that Divine Jesus, his justice, 
which is essential to him, and the rights 
and interests of which he could not aban- 
don without " denying himself," would 
for ever have forbidden any chosen from 
among us to share in his salvation. With- 
out this Redeemer he should for ever have 
left us in the mire into which we had sunk; 
we should have been eternally exposed to 
all the shafts of his wrath and vengeance; 
so you see it was necessary that we should 
be elected m Christ. But it was no less 
necessary that we should be elected to 
Christ, that we might be imited to him 
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by faith, himself producing it in us, for 
otherwise the love which he should have 
towards us in Christ would have been 
useless to us, if he had not afterwards 
put us into fellowship with his Son, by 
a special work of lus Spirit, in eflfectually 
drawing us to this blessed Saviour, ap- 
plying to us his merit, and clothing us 
with his righteousness. Of ourselves we 
never should have been able to come to 
him, as he distinctly assures us in these 
words recorded by St. John, " No one can 
come to me except my Father draw him."* 
Supposing God had satisfied himself with 
electing us m Christ, and for his sake, 
without granting us this advantage; is 
it not true that such favour would have 
availed us nothing, seeing that we never 
could of ourselves have come near to this 
Christ of God; we never could have put 
ourselves into possession of his benefits, 
unless by this first act of his love he had 
elected us to him, to be drawn and moved 
by the power of his iavindble grace to 

* John vi. 44. 
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this well beloved Son, without fellowship 
with whom we never should have become 
partakers of salvation, for without him 
there is nothing for us but death and 
condemnation. 

The opponents of efficacious grace readily 
acknowledge election m Christ, since they 
hold that God determined to save us on 
the ground of the merit of Jesus Christ, 
which removed the obstacles which stood 
in the way of his reconciliation with us. 
But they deny election to Christ, since 
they reject the doctrine, that God employs 
special influence to lead men to this Son of 
his love, maintaining, on the contrary, that 
every one has ability to go to the Saviour 
of himself without the help of any particu- 
lar exertion of grace to aid his own natural 
power. But to be orthodox in this im- 
portant matter, we must establish both 
these truths, an election in Christ, ac- 
knowledging that God did not . love us, 
but on account of his Son, in whom he 
takes all his pleasure; and an election to 

Christ, confessing tliat we have no interest 
2 b 
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in this Son, but through a special effort 
of his Father's grace leading us to him, 
keeping us attached to him, and consti- 
tuting us one with him. This is shown 
bjr those remarkable words of the Saviour 
of the world, in the seventeenth chapter of 
St. John, where (speaking of his disciples) 
he says to his Father, " Thine they were, 
and thou gavest them me." By carefully 
considering these words, you will see that 
Christ states two things in addressing his 
Father, first, thine they were second, 
" thou ga/oe8t them me they were thine 
originally, and thou didst make them mine. 
And how were they God's? They were 
his through election in Christ, according 
as the heavenly Father separated and chose 
them to be really his own in a way alto- 
gether peculiar. And how did he give 
them to his Son? He gave them him 
through election to Christ, according as 
he effectually calls them at their appointed 
time, uniting them to this his only Son, 
and rendering them members of his sacred 
body. There is a time when men are God's, 
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and yet not Jesus Christ's, as you clearly 
see from the case of St. Paul. Whilst 
he was ravaging and spreading desolation 
through the church, he was God's, for 
then his name was written in the book 
of life, — he belonged to his eternal elec- 
tion, — ^he was of the number chosen to 
be vessels of mercy, and of grace, but he 
was not yet Christ's ; on the contrary, he 
was a blasphemer of that holy and ador- 
able Jesus, and a cruel persecutor of his 
members ; he was one of the greatest and 
most furious enemies of his gospel. Since 
then, to be God's and to be Christ's, are 
two distinct things, we must point out 
and distinguish two parts in election, the 
one being that which renders us God's, 
" they were thine^^ and the other, that 
which gives us to Christ to be incorpo- 
rated with him, each at his proper time, 
by a saving caU, " thou gavest them me.'* 
These are the two things which the Apostle 
would wish us to notice and to understand 
in this part of his epistle, where he says 
first, that " God chose us in Christ," and 
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then that he predestinated us td be adopted 
to himself by Jesus Christ, {i. e.^) to give 
us to this mighty Saviour, and to put each 
of us in our own time into the fellowship 
of his grace and spirit, and into the actual 
possession of these privileges. 

Moreover it is vrith great propriety that 
St. Paul, to the word election, which he 
had already used on this subject, adds 
that of predestination, because it is much 
more express, and better places before us 
the nature of this grand grace of God, 
for this term (as we have observed,) sig* 
nifies to destine, or appoint before; and 
now let us ask before what ? Is it simply 
before the creation of the world, — ^before 
the beginning of ages, before all time, from 
all eternity? This the Apostle had already 
said in the preceding verse, "that God 
chose us before the foundation of the 
world." He must, therefore, mean some 
other thing by this "pra^," this before^ 
which he here employs, and he thereby 
intends, no doubt, my brethren, to teach 
that God, before he could take into con- 



M. DU BOSC. 



-sideration our works, our faith, our cha- 
racters, — before any motive, any condition, 
any view of our good and laudable dispo- 
sitionSj elected us from his mere mercy 
and love. This St. Paul shows so plainly 
by the well known example of Jacob and 
Esau, that he must be wilfully blind who 
is not thoroughly convinced of these truths. 
This is also very clearly shown in the case 
of children who remain the first years or 
days of their life without the use of reason, 
and in that state of weakness, when man 
is but the outline, — a simple sketch of 
man, they can neither exercise faith nor 
perform good works. They are bom, they 
live, they continue without any light, — 
without a single ray, a single spark of 
piety, of the enjoyment of which their 
age and nature render them totally inca- 
pable. Besides, I pray you whence came 
the Apostle's exclamation, that exclama- 
tion so loud, so powerful, so vehement, if 
the consideration or the prescience of our 
works weighed in the decree of olivine 
election? "O the depths of the riches 



296 



DISCOURSES OP 



both of the wisdom and the knowledge 
of God! how unsearchable are his judg- 
ments, and his ways past finding out!"* 
Is not this the ordinary way, — ^the usual 
manner in which men act ? Do not they 
constantly proceed thuS in their elections ? 
They do, and they choose what they think 
good, or what they think will become good. 
When they need a servant, or an overseer, 
they always select, if they can, the person 
who has the qualifications which suit 
them, but in this manner of acting, God's 
ways are not as our ways, and hence the 
wonder of the Apostle, when he knew and 
considered, that God chose persons in 
whom he saw nothing to recommend them 
above others, — nothing in fact that de- 
served aught but his aversion, and detes- 
tation. Certainly he did not choose men 
because they are good, but because he 
determined to make them so, for he fore- 
saw in them nothing desirable, but that 
which he resolved to give of his own grace. 
"God,** (said St. Paul, in the preceding 

* Rom, xi. 33. ' ' " 
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verse) "elected us that we should be holy," 
not because we were so, or because he 
foresaw that we should become so, but 
that we should be so, hence our holiness 
is neither the cause nor the condition, 
but on the contrary, the effect, — the fruit 
and result of our election. " It is then 
not of him that willeth, nor of him that 
runneth, but" entirely " of God who shew- 
eth mercy."* At this we ought to cry 
on our own account with the Saviour, " I 
thank thee, O Father, Creator of heaven 
and earth, that thou hast hid these things 
from the wise and prudent, and hast re- 
vealed them unto babes : even so, Pather ; 
for 5o"t — ^what ? because he had foreseen 
that they would believe, or that they would 
live a holy life, or that they would use 
aright their own free will, or that they 
would diligently improve his gifts and 
graces ? No ; but so Father, because " it 
seemed good in thy sight." This then is 
the only reason, the good pleasure, the 
good wiU of our heavenly Father, who 

* Rom. ix. 16. t Luke x. 21. 
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thus loved us by a simple movement of 
his free and sovereign will to save some. 
" Speak not thou in thine heart," said 
Moses to the Israelites, when referring to 
the Canaanites, " Speak not thou in thine 
heart, after that the Lord thy God hath 
cast them out from before thee, saying, 
For my righteousness the Lord hath 
brought me in to possess this land; but 
for the wickedness of these nations the 
Lord doth drive them out from before 
thee. Not for thy righteousness, or for 
the uprightness of thine heart, dost thou 
go to possess their land; but for the 
wickedness of these nations the Lord thy 
God doth drive them out from before 
thee, and that he may perform the word 
which the Lord sware unto thy fetthers, 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Understand 
therefore, that the Lord thy God giveth 
thee not this good land to possess it for 
thy righteousness; for thou a stiff- 
necked people.*'* " The Lord did not set 
his love upon you, nor choose you, because 

♦ Deut. ix. 4 — 6. 
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you were more in number than any peo- 
ple; (for ye were the fewest of all people;) 
But because the Lord loved you, and be- 
cause he would keep the oath which he 
had sworn unto your fathers, hath the 
Lord brought you out with a mighty hand, 
and redeemed you out of the house of 
bond-men, and from the hand of Pharoah, 
king of Egypt."* This example taken 
from the history of the ancient Israel, is 
very appropriate, for it suggests imper- 
ceptiby to us that marvellous adoption 
which St. Paul sets before us in the second 
part of our t^xt, as the end of eternal 
predestination, " having predestinated us,'* 
saith he, " unto the adoption of children 
by Jesus Christ." This was properly the 
blessing which accrued to the Israelites 
from that kind choice which God made 
of their nation, namely, that he adopted 
them to be his children, and to form that 
holy and glorious family, of which he 
declared himself the Father. It is for 
this reason that he bestowed upon this 



* Deut. vii. 7 — 8. 
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people a high and illustrious title in 
usually calling them his sons. Thus spake 
the Eternal, " Israel is my first-bom," 
and "ye," said Moses to them, "are the 
children of the Lord your God." And 
hence our Apostle, in the ninth chapter 
of his epistle to the Romans said, that 
to them pertained the adoption, and the 
covenant, and the promises."* So in like 
manner God has predestinated us, that 
we should be really his sons and daughters. 

But this is an adoption very different 
from that of the Israelites, and is far more 
precious and far more excellent. Their's 
was for time only, but this is for eternity. 
Prom their's the children of the kingdom 
disgracefully fell, and were finally cast out, 
but from this of which we now speak, you 
can never fall; and whosoever is once a 
child of God in the new covenant of his 
grace, can never lose his privilege, or for- 
feit his inheritance. The adoption of the 
Israelite gave him a possession merely of 
the earth and sand, or at most of the rr\\\\ 



* Rom. ix. 4. 
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and honey of the land of Canaan ; but this 
gives heaven, where flow whole rivers, 
eternal streams of milk and honey, and 
where the adopted bathe for ever in seas 
of infinite and incomprehensible gratifi- 
cation and delights. Finally, by legal 
adoption, the Israelites became children 
according to the flesh, because they sprang 
from the loins of Abraham, as the chil- 
dren whom that Patriarch had by Keturah, 
but by the adoption of the gospel we be- 
come children according to the spirit, — 
according to the promise, (as Isaac) to 
whom consequently belong the true pa- 
ternal blessing, and the heavenly inher- 
itance You are often addressed on the 
advantage of being children of God, and 
therefore we shall not step out of our way 
to speak on this subject now. We shall 
keep close to the intention and design of 
the Apostle, and speak to you of adoption 
as the means of' introducing us into the 
family of heaven, which evidently is the 
great subject of our text. 

St. Paul illustrates our blessing by an 
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example drawn from the customs of all 
the nations of the earth in his time. Then 
there were two kinds of children, — ^those 
who were so hy the order of nature, and 
the adopted, who were received into the 
family, being introduced by those who had 
no sons or daughters of their own, and 
who held the same rank as if they had 
been bom in the ordinary way, (to those 
who showed them such favour) entering 
on all the rights and privileges which 
nature and birth usually give. But in 
usiug this illustration it must be observed, 
that there is this diflference between the 
motives to our adoption, and the reasons 
which induce men to appoint the children 
of others to succeed to their titles and 
and estates, for our heavenly Eather never 
was childless, since he had a Son from all 
eternity, one whom he had begotten be- 
fore any of his works had existence, — 
" before the mountains were settled/' and 
" while as yet he had not ntiade the highest 
part of the dust of the world."* It must 

♦ Proverbs, viii, 26—26. 



M. DU BOSC. 



still'further be particularly remarked, that 
this Eternal Son of God was neither despi-^ 
cable nor odious, so that God needed not 
to act like those who, having none but 
wicked and depraved children, were per* 
mitted to adopt those of other persons, and 
so to make up to some extent for their mis- 
fortune by this kind of exchange. It was 
thus that the great Scipio among the Ro- 
mans, having a son bom with infirmities 
and weaknesses, which destroyed all his 
hopes, adopted the child of the famous and 
illustrious Paulus Aemilius, who conducted 
himself in his family with glory worthy of 
its grandure. But here it was quite other- 
wise, for the Son of God was altogether 
admirable, —the express image of his 
Father — the brightness of his glory — ^his 
word and his wisdom. He possessed every 
imaginable perfection, while we, on the 
contrary, were deformed and monstrous 
objects, — miserable sinners, guilty of crime, 
and completely vicious. Yet God, by grace 
which we never can sufficiently admire, 

adopted us, rendering us heirs of all his 
2 c 
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goods. " If we are children/* says our 
Apostle, in his epistle to the B/omans, " we 
are heirs of God." Prom the character 
of the Father, think what must be the 
value of the patrimony and the excellency 
of the good things he brings us. They are 
not terrestrial, corruptible, and perishing 
like those which you possess in the world, 
but spiritual, heavenly, and everlasting, 
— they are not riches like those of the 
earth, which " make to themselves wings, 
and flee away," and which are the con- 
stant prey of injustice and of violence, 
but are far above all the changes and 
disorders which occur in time, and are 
held without trouble, inquietude, or chance 
of loss; in a word, they consist of that 
life, immortal, and glorious, and full of 
every conceivable happiness, which the 
Saviour communicates in heaven; that 
" inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, 
and which cannot fade away," of virhich 
St. Peter speaks, which Jesus Christ pre- 
pared before the foimdation of the world, 
mi of which he has already taken posses* 
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sion in our name. But there is still farther 
this difference hetween human and divine 
adoption: when any one gives his name 
and possessions to a man, he cannot also 
be sure of commimicating to him his in- 
clinations and his feelings, and often so 
far from being gratified with his choice, 
he only meets with reason for disappoint- 
ment and chagrin. He often takes to his 
bosom a viper which devours him, and 
which stings him to death. Augustus, 
the mildest and best prince that ever 
governed the Empire, adopted Tiberius, 
the most cruel and horrible monster that 
ever ascended a throne. But God, in 
adopting us, changes our nature, — he re- 
generates us, he gives us a new birth by 
the sanctifying influence of his Holy Spirit, 
which transforms us into new men, gives 
us new hearts, new views, new affections, 
and enables each of us to say, no longed 
live for myself, but Christ liveth in me." 
Of a publican, he makes an Apostle in 
Matthew ; of a degraded outcast, a peni- 
tent in the woman who was a sinner ; of 
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a persecutor, an evangelist, and a martyr 
in Saul; of a villian, a confessor, in the 
thief on the cross; of a sinner, a saint 
in the person of every one whom he 
brings into his family. Eor in adopting 
us, he strips us, and makes us partakers 
of his divine nature by that glorious re- 
generation which constitutes us entirely 
new creatures, O blessed, O marvellous 
adoption 1 My brethren, it is a favour 
which ought to transport us, and which 
we never can prize enough, that God 
should be willing to make us his children 
and his heirs. Thus St. John could not 
think of this without a burst of joy, and 
without exclaiming " Behold what manner 
of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, 
that we should be called the sons of 
Godl"* 

If a great king were to adopt you, and 
to take you for his children, and to asso- 
ciate you with him in his empire, you 
would say to yourselves, "What am I; 
what is my father's house that thou hast" 

* 1 John iii. 1. 
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conferred upon me this honour? I am 
hut a dead dog, and fex from heing worthy 
of thine adoption, and of thy crown, I de- 
serve not the rank of the meanest of thy 
servants. And will you not admire the 
grace of the King of kings, — ^the Monarch 
of heaven and earth, before whom the 
greatest princes of the world are but dust 
and ashes, who has raised you up to be 
near him, and to become his own ? Will 
you not say with David, " What is man 
that thou art mindful of him ; or the son 
of man that thou visitest him? Thou 
hast raised him above the angels, thou 
crownedst him with glory and honour// 
What an insignificant creature to be made 
a partaker of such benefits 1 

So, my brethren, we must not attribute 
to ourselves the honour of this high at- 
tainment, it too far surpasses our conditiou, 
and is too far above us to permit the 
thought that its cause or reason could be 
found in our own persons. An advantage 
so inestimable must have another reason, 
and that St. Paul expressly points out -to 



308 



DISCOURSES OF 



US in our text, when he says, " that God 
predestinated us to the adoption of chil- 
dren to himself by Jesus Christ/' It is 
to him then, my brethren, that we are 
indebted for this incomparable favour. It 
is not, then, to our virtues, — ^it is not to 
our perfections and our merits that the 
glory belongs, but to Jesus Christ alone, 
through whom God deigns to look upon 
us with a favourable eye. "This," said 
he, at his baptism, and he repeated it at 
his transfiguration, "this is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased/* How ? 
Does he take delight in Jesus Christ 
alone? Does he not also take it in his 
elect, — ia believers; and does he not call 
the church " my delight is in her?"* Yes, 
my brethren, God takes pleasure in his 
saints, they are very precious to him, — ^he 
loves them infinitely, — they are dear to 
him as the apple of his eye, he fills them 
with his graces in the present life, and 
crowns them with his glory in the next, 
but he only takes pleasure in them tor 

* Isaiah bdi. 4. Hephzibah. 



M. DU BOSC. 



sod 



the sake of his Son, in whom he favourably 
considers them ; and without that Eternal 
Son, upon whom it devolved to satisfy of- 
fended justice for us, never should he have 
cast upon us his gracious and paternal eye. 
He adopted us, then, not through Adam, — 
not through Moses, but through Jesus 
Christ. 

Men are imdoubtedly children of God 
in Adam, because through him God gave 
them life and being. The Israelites cer- 
tainly were children of God in Moses, 
because through him God gave them the 
law which adopted them, and placed them 
in his covenant. But the adoption of 
which our Apostle here speaks, could 
come neither by Adam nor by Moses, — 
neither by nature nor by the law. Por 
nature became totally corrupted after 
Adam sinned, and consequently it could 
not render us children of God, and heirs 
of his heavenly kingdom. The law pro- 
nounced its curse against sinners, and 
consequently, so far from opening to us 
ihe way to heaven, it shut it against us. 
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with barriers far stronger and far more 
insurmountable than those which were 
placed at the border of the momitain, 
where it was published, and hence the 
Apostle says to the Galatians, " that the 
inheritance came not by the law.*' We 
cannot be adopted then, with that glori- 
ous adoption which gives a right to the 
inheritance of the saints, and to the bless- 
ings of a glorious eternity, but through 
another Adam, and another Moses, — 
through the second Adam, who came to 
restore the nature which the first des- 
troyed, — ^through that mystical Moses who 
came to bring not the law, but grace, and 
to abolish the curse of the law that we 
might obtain all the benefits of grace. 
Therefore, God, in his eternal predesti- 
nation, never intended to adopt us but fiy, 
in and for the sake of Jesus Christ, — by 
Jesus Christ, that is, by his mediation and 
interposition, — in Jesus Christ, that is in 
virtue of our union with him,— ;/br the sake 
q/* Jesus Christ, that is, in consideration of 
his merit and the satisfaction of his cross. 
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I still farther add what the Apostle may 
have referred to in the custom and practice 
of adoptions. In former times, when a man, 
who had a son, wished to adopt a child 
to make hirn heir of his possessions, it 
was necessary that the son should consent 
to it, being interested in that adoption 
which introduced another as joint heir 
with him, and which associated with him a 
stranger who should share in his patri- 
mony, and possess it after him. The law 
on this subject is very explicitly stated by 
Justinian, on Adoptions. God then, the 
heavenly Father, having an eternal Son, 
it is evident that in order to our adoption, 
and to our becoming children of God, the 
consent of his Son was indispensible. And 
it is this which the scripture so carefully 
states to us when it introduces this divine 
Son saying to his Father when he enters 
the world, " Lo, I come : I delight to do 
thy will, O my God."* God then, adopted 
us through Jesus Christ, with the consent 
of this his only Son, who himself wished 

* i'salm xl. 7. " 
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US to become joint heirs with him, and to 
share in his happiness and glory. 

But the wonder of this consent of Christ 
shines especially in this, that he signed it 
with his own blood, and that in addition to 
his ready compliance, he was willing to 
give his life, and to make his soul a ran- 
som for us. There were such circum- 
stances in this case, that there could not 
have been any adopted children but through 
the death of God's own Son, who volun- 
tarily gave himself up that we might obtain 
this precious advantage. And here also 
is seen the ineffable love of God in sparing 
not his only Son, that he might adopt us ; 
delivering him up, that he might obtain 
us; in having, in a sense, parted with him, 
that he might bring us in; in stripping 
him, that he might clothe us ; in abasing 
him, that he might exalt us ; in covering 
him with ignomijiy, that he might crown 
us with glory ; in exposing him to a cruel 
death, that he might confer upon us life and 
immortality. Thus it is that God has adop- 
ted us through Christ. This shows us the 
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true character of our adoption, and in 
what degree we are sons of God, — ^that we 
are not of the first degree, but of the second; 
not immediately, but mediately, through 
Jesus Christ. It is exactly as when a man 
adopts a child with the consent of his own 
son. Jesus Christ is the immediate Son of 
the first degree. We are but of the second 
younger children of this Eternal Father, by 
virtue of the fellowship which is given us 
with the essential Son, who was with God 
before the world began. And just as when 
a child was adopted he became, in some 
sense, both the brother and the son of 
the true and real son, since he was des- 
tined to succeed him, and to possess the 
patrimony after him, so by our spiritual 
adoption we become both brothers and 
sons of the Lord Jesus, the true and pro- 
per Son of God, who is between him and 
us. Therefore, the scripture represents 
him to us, both as the Brother and Father 
of the faithful; as a Brother, in those 
words of the Psalm which the Apostle, 
in his epistle to the Hebrews, applies to 
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him, where he is introduced saying to 
Grod, " I will declare thy name unto my 
brethren;"* as a Father, in that remakable 
language employed by him in Isaiah, Be- 
hold, I and the children whom the Xiord 
hath fifiven me;"t in both which he was 
perfectly represented by Adam, who was at 
once both the father and brother of Eve 
his wife; her brother, because they had 
the same God for their Father, and for 
the Author of their being; her father, 
because she was taken out of him, — ^be- 
cause she was actually drawn out of his 
body. So the second Adam is both the 
Brother and Father of the church, his 
spouse, because she is actually taken from 
his side pierced on the cross, — ^because she 
was bom of the virtue of his blood, and 
begotten by the power of his life-giving 
Spirit. 

When, therefore, the Apostle says " that 
God adopted us through Jesus Christ," he 
not only means with his consent, and 
through his mediation, but besides, through 

* Psalm xxii. 22., and Heb. ii. 12. f Isaiah viii. 18* 
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the Spirit of Christ, who, in a strict sense* 
begets us to God, that we may truly ^ 
become his children. The nature and 
character of this divine Christ, by whom 
our adoption is eflTected, may enable us to 
judge of the grandeur of the benefit which 
it intends for us, since rendering us bre- 
thren of Jesus Christ, it must also render us 
his joint heirs, putting us in possession of aU 
his rights, and conferring upon us a share 
in the same good things, — ^the same most 
desirable advantages which he himself en- 
joys. Had we been only adopted in Adam, 
we should have had no inheritance but 
that terrestrial paradise which was granted 
to him, that he might lead an agreeable 
and delicious life on earth. Had we been 
adopted in Moses, we could have aspired 
to no better inheritance than the land of 
Canaan, which he promised to those who 
kept his law, but being adopted in Christ, 
to be his joint heirs and his brethren, we 
must have an inheritance the very same as 
that which this well beloved Son himself 

possesses; the high heaven to which he has 
2d 
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gone to live and reign in immortal glory, 
in the midst of angels. Thus said he to 
his Father, as you will see in the seven- 
teenth chapter of St. John, "Father, I 
will that they also whom thou hast given 
me be vnth me where I am; that they 
may behold my glory." And on the eve 
of his ascension to heaven, he said to his. 
disciples, "I go to my Father and your 
Father, to my God and your God," evi- 
dently showing that heaven was a patri- 
mony which believers should enjoy in 
common with him, and in which all the 
blessed should together share. Whence 
also the assurance which he gives them in 
these words, " I go to prepare a place for 
you."* This is the marvellous inher- 
itance which he w ill open up to their view, 
and put in their possession on that day ; 
when the time of their gloriiBlcation being 
fully come, he wiU publicly say to them, 
in the face of the whole universe, " Come, 
ye blessed of my Father, inherit the king- 
dom prepared for you before the foundation 
of the world."t 

* John xiv. I. t 
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Let us, then, admire and bless for ever 
that happy adoption by Jesus Christ, to 
which God elected and destined us from 
all eternity, — let us never think of those 
words of St. Paul, which assure us that 
God predestinated us to be adopted to 
himself by Jesus Christ without aboimding 
in thanksgiving, — ^for these two unspeaka- 
ble blessings which are there set before 
us, our predestination and our adoption. 
The former of these constrains us to ac- 
knowledge and celebrate eternally his 
goodness, which has treated us so much 
more favourably than angels. All of those 
glorious spirits that sinned were condemned 
without mercy. The moment they fell, 
God shut against them for ever the door 
of compassion and of favour. O ineflFable 
grace, how worthy thou art of our grati- 
tude and praise! Thou mightest have 
destroyed us, O God, and yet thou hast 
saved us I Thou couldst have left us in our 
misery, and thou hast delivered us out of 
it. It would have been more than we 
deserved to have allowed us to crawl on 
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the earth with serpents, and yet thou hast 
raised us to the highest heaven, with thine 
own Son. What does goodness, so en- 
rapturing, deserve of us if not reciprocal 
affection and love? God loved us when 
we were horribly hateful, and shall we not 
love him who is altogether lovely, and 
worthy of our eternal adoration ? He loved 
us when there was nothing to induce him 
to do so but his own goodness, and shall 
we not love him whom a thousand reasons 
lead us to respect and ardently to cherish ? 
The infinite excellence of his nature, the 
inconceivable wonders of his might, the 
immense grandeur of his benefits, the in- 
expressible glory and value of his promises 
ought to engage all the powers of our souls 
in his service. 

But above all, what ought to be our 
gratitude when we think of that to which 
he has predestinated us even to become 
his children through Jesus Christ? O 
my brethren, what an honour, — what a 
happiness, — ^what a privilege to have for 
a father the King of kings, — ^the Prince 
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of men and of angels, — ^the Lord and Mon- 
arch of the whole universe ! Consider, 
then, I beseech you, what must be the 
character, — ^the rank and condition of true 
believers, since they are the children of 
God. Worldlings, boast as you please of 
the nobility of your blood, the glory of 
your connections, and the grandeur and 
lustre of your families. Display your 
titles and your arms. Count even, if you 
can, both kings and emperors as belonging 
to your race. StiU the faithful may soar 
above all on which you can pride your- 
selves, for they have God for their Father, 
Jesus Christ for their Brother, angels for 
servants, and heaven for their inheritance, 
and their home. See what comes of that 
adoption which constitutes them children 
of God. For this reason the Apostle St. 
James exhorts "the brother of low de- 
gree to glory in that he is exalted," looking 
upon himself as the son of him before 
whom the greatest kings humble them- 
selves, and whom the angels of heaven 
serve and adore. Beyond all contradiction 
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this is true nobility, and is a thousand 
times 'more illustrious and glorious than 
any which belongs merely to time. This 
vain and proud world may think as it likes, 
let it despise the children of God, let it 
tread them in the dust, let it treat them 
as the vilest and most contemptible slaves, 
as unfit to live, and already condemned to 
death, still they are, beyond all compari- 
son, more to be regarded than all the 
worldling most admires ; God has destined 
them to live and reign eternally with him. 

But, my dear brethren, if the adoption 
of God exalts us so very much, it should 
be remembered that it lays us under cor- 
responding obligations. As it constitutes 
us children of God, so it requires us to 
live as such. If then, we would not dis- 
honour the rank which it bestows upon 
us, — ^if we would show ourselves worthy 
of it, we must resolve to live a life con- 
formable therewith, and never give the 
Almighty reason to utter, with respect 
to us, the bitter complaint which he once 
poured out agaiust the Israelites, ^^I have 
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nourished and brought up children, and 
they hav# rebelled against me."* "A 
son honoureth his father, and a servant his 
master: if then I be a> father, where ia 
mine honour ? and if I 5^ a master, where 
is my fear ?"t And the respect, honour, 
love, gratitude, and obedience which we 
owe our heavenly Father ought, beyond 
all contradiction, to be extended to the 
Son of God, since it was through his 
medium, and on his account, and in con- 
sequence of our fellowship with him, that 
he allows us to share in all his good 
things, — that he bestows upon us his in- 
heritance and his kingdom. We ought 
"to honour the Son even as we honour 
the Father." "Anathema Maran-atha let 
him be who loveth not the Lord Jesus 
Christ," J and who will not render to him 
the same worship; the same adoration, the 
same submission, and the same homage 
which he offers to his Father, and who 
is not devotedly attached to his service. 
Whatever exertion you make to fulfil these 
* Isaiah i. 2. f Malachi i. 6. {1 Cor. xvi. 22. 
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duties so indispensibly neoessaiy, you will 
always fall very far short of the dfcligations 
under which we lie to this great Saviour, 
for they are infinite. But let us take care 
at least to regulate our life by his example, 
for he is our leader, — our model, — ^the 
pattern given us by God, that we may 
" walk in his steps." If he predestinated' 
and elected us in Jesus Christ, he did so 
that we might be " conformed to the 
image of his Son, and that he might be 
the first bom among many brethren." He 
who is adopted in Jesus Christ must be a 
new creature. When he changes his name 
and his livery, he must change also his 
tempers and dispositions. In entering 
the family of our heavenly Father, right- 
eousness, holiness, charity, and all the 
other virtues which shine in the character 
of Jesus, are indispensibly necessary to 
us. It is, properly speaking, in these that 
his image consists, — it is "created" (as 
saith our Apostle) " in righteousness and 
true holiness." This is precisely the 
character of the christian, — the true form 
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of the dnldi'en of God, — ^the production of 
the Spirit of God, " for if any man have 
not the spirit of Christ, he is none of 
his."* You must renounce impiety and 
sin, and completely reform your life if you 
wish God to acknowledge you as his chil- 
dren, and the Saviour to notice you as his 
brethren. That rank places you under 
obligation to cultivate every virtue. It 
requires of you first of all a mind disposed 
to live in perfect harmony and sincere love 
with all your brethren, for thus spake 
Jesus Christ, " blessed are the peace-ma- 
kers, for they shall be called the children 
of God."t It leads you to love your ene- 
mies, and to do good to them that hate 
you; "bless them that curse you," said 
the Saviour, " pray for them who despite- 
fully use you and persecute you, that you 
may be the children of your Father who 
is in heaven." t It makes you meek and 
lowly in heart, for the Lord calls the 
children of God ^Hhe blessed of his Father'^ 
It enables you patiently to bear afliictions, 

* Rom, viii. 9. f Matt. v. 9. J Matt. v. 44. 
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for the Scripture teaches that God chas- 
tises every son whom he loves. Finally, 
it fills your heart with peace, for what can 
happen to you at all capable of disturbing 
your repose if you look upon God as your 
Father, and if you have full and entire 
confidence in his paternal goodness ? When 
you are alarmed by a sense of your trans- 
gressions, and when you tremble at the 
sight of your sins, remember that you 
are the children of God, and you will find 
in this reflection, good reason for consola- 
tion and joy, for you recollect these words 
which God spake by the mouth of his 
prophet, " And I will spare them as a man 
i^areth his own son and these also by 
David, " Like as a father pitieth his chil- 
dren, 80 the Lord pitieth them that fear 
him."t You may be reduced to poverty, 
and doomed to draw out a miserable ex- 
istence in the midst of desertion and want; 
yet remember that you are the children 
of God, and that your hope never can be 
lost. For surely if you only reflect upon 

♦ MaL iii. 17. f Psalm ciii. 18. ~ 
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this, that if men who are evil and wicked 
know how to give their children those 
things which they need, much more your 
Father who is in heaven, and who feeds 
the ravens, will never altogether leave you. 
You who are now weeping over parents 
snatched from you by death, and who are 
sighing over the graves of your fathers, — 
who are orphans, and unprovided for in the 
world, never lose courage, you have another 
Father in heaven incomparably better than 
him whom you mourn; one who k^(bws 
your wants and necessities, and who can 
supply them all, — one who loves you, and 
cherishes you as the apple of his eye, and 
who has declared that though a father 
may forget his son, and a mother the fruit 
of her womb, yet he never shall forget 
you. Whatever should happen, may the 
christian say, since I am a child of God 
I have nothing to fear. " If God be for 
me, who can be against me? He that 
spared not his own Son, but delivered him 
up for us all, how shall he not with him 
also freely give us all things?"* When 



* Rom. viii. 31. 
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men attack me, angels will arm in my 
defence. When storms threaten to destroy 
me, God will rebuke the winds and the 
waves. When I am cast into the furnace, 
God will descend with me, and restrain 
the fury of the flames. When the world 
strips me of my property, he will safely 
keep for me my inheritance m heaven, 
and whatever may happen, I shall one day 
be perfectly happy in spite of all my ene- 
mies, and notwithstanding all the rage of 
devA, and after having suffered &>t a Httte 
while in the fellowship of our elder Brother 
who passed through the roughest and 
rudest scenes, and who was consecrated 
by the severest affictions, I shall reign and 
' triumph eternally with him in his paradise. 
May God add his blessing, and to Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, one eternally blessed 
God, be honour and glory for ever. Amen. 

THE END. 
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